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Toithe READER: 
FF *Rerchaving not heretofore (that ever 1 
» £4 oh Could hear of ) been expoied tO publick 

£, view any Treatiſe of this kind. : This 
zEreiare may GCC? 111ON more than ordinary Cu- 
richry:ininſpecbng the particula rs thereof, and 
: erm nap 2 e the Reader to the Conte TN 
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$5 30% the none Kyſiary or Craft 1n Working 

and Faſhioning the Wares , (which in all Trades 
is © bs conce id) bur the publick Rules of ovr 
Laws, anc good intentions of our Law: Makers 
toprovent Deceir in the exerciſ> of tha: My ltery 
which ill diſpoſed CrattCmer- in all Ages tave- 
been Go proce io contiive and prattice. 

Torthe Foxrth. Itcannor beſippoſed, that for 
tne Offences of ſume, a!l ſhn1ild be condenaed 


he 


or that if force Wares be deceitful, ail ſaouid te 


ſo 4G: Forl aver, tnar ſome there be of this 


Trade (ro nei honor bet ſpoken) thar have not, 
nor 21 not in this Trade of a Goldſmith vary 
from the Ruites and Principtes 05 Law and Hone- 


fly, by working. or ſelling adalterated Grid or 


Siiver Works, though ſtrongly befet with the 
LCMPrations of gains for a more plentiful livelh 
tood ; and tt Cannot be denied, that a perſory 
Sy <q; up 1: a Trade to live honeſtly thereon(to 
cc bis Netzhbours Jraw away his Cuſtorrers by 
=ccittul Wares under cofour of cneapnels, o: lef- 
[o vrof} toc nis work , when indeed 1 18 * makes 
W ret auvantagesthereby) anc nor be eninare 
70.30 tne Ire pralices, arfuecs itiore than an Cr- 
dn Key INtegrity 2 nd conſtancy. 

Ard f am of this favourable opinion thac many 
who tiave been 1lcanfgretiors in this kind were 
Fn £4 -rly 10 of nece!!i; ty £0 preſer7e their Trades 
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To the Reader: 
the Geld{miths London, have readily heard Com- 
; plaints that were made tothem therein, and pu- 
+ -nitht the Offenders: And it is hoped the ſame con- 
' Hancy and zeal toa through Reformation will be 
in their. Succeſſors. But the Workers and Sellers 
in this Trade being fo numerous , and the Tran(- 
greſlors ſo ſubtil to conceal their deceipt, and 
eyade the puniſhment; that the endeavours of the 
Wardens, as yet hath been , fo ſtill will be but a 
weak remedy,unltels a greater Authority be giyen 
tothem, which I have in the enſuing Treatiſe hum- 
bly prapoſed, andunleſs the Buyer or Cuſtomer 
whe wears and uſes the Commodity be made ca- 
-pable.of knowingithe-lawful Wares from the un- 
fil, and the true value of the Metal of cither, 
and how to puniſh the Offenders by more ready 
and cafie ways than heretofore,which is the chief 
intent of the enſuing Diſcourſe. 4 
. And for the encquragement of thoſe that have 
a lawful right toexerciſe the Goldſmiths Trade, I 
have.in the GP TAN given aplain deſcri- 
.ption: of that Trade, and what are the proper 
: Works thereof. | 
e 
bp 
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Thavealſocarefully collefted the Laws in force 
Hyreſtralning perſons from exerciſing that and 
all other Manual Trades that have not been 
brought up ſeyen years as Apprentices thereto 
andalſo the Laws in force for reſtraining Aliens 
: framexerciſing the ſame; to the intent that ason 
, the. one hand I would prevent diſhoneſt Altions 
dof the lawful Goldſmiths, fo I would be a means 
to obtain their due Rights and Liberties in ſup- 
(eng and preventing all intruders into their 
rade. 


” OF © Where- 


To the Reader. 


Wherefore craving the favourable conſtruction 
of the Wardens of the Company of Goldſmiths, 
London , and all honeſt Workers and Sellers of 
Goldſmiths Work, for this my undertaking, I aſſure 
them and all my good Countrymen, that I value 
not the Calumny of ſuch who ſhall be diſpleaſed 
for diſcovering their deceirful and unlawful pra- 
tices: My only aim and intention in this matter 
being to procure an honeſt Reformation in the ma- 
king of Gold and Silver Works, and all other 
Goldſmiths Works whatſoever : then would they 


| 


, 


i: 


truly be the Ornament and Riches of this King- : 


dom. 


And fince to our Ornaments and Riches the - 


means of ſafety is requiſite, I have in the enſuing 


Treatiſe humbly propoſed a Supplement to the 


Laws already made and in force touching the 


Cntlers Myſtery . and for the Manufacturing of - 


Sword-Blades in this Kingdom ; a work of. late 
neglected : but if encouraged by the means I have 


propoſed, or ſome other way, it would be of great _ 


advantage, honor, and fafety to this Nation, by 
the making all Weapons of War at home,and pre- 
venting our being impoſed upon by other Nati- 


ons, and enriching them with the profit of that. . 


Work, and with our Coin that is tranſported for 
the ſame. 

And having thus caſt in my Myte in ſo impor- 
tantand juſta matter, I have diſcharged my Du- 
ty, and ſhall remain a devoted Servant to the 
Publick Good, 

W. B. 
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TM I ADE; 


A. 
Buſes to the People by Gold and Silver Works, 
A the ſeveral kinds Page 1,2,123,124, 
IAC TAT 147 ;I148.1 

Action lies againſt the Wardens of 1 Golonirh, 
for refuſing to mark; good Silver Work, or hurting 
the Work by ſtriking the Marks 97 
Acts of Parliament 9g,10,11,12,13,i4,15,16, 
17,45 ,$9,5I,52,53,54,55,50,57,58,89,90, 
91,92,113,114,115,116,164,190,191,192, 
193,194, 195,196, 197, 198, 199, 200, 201 
Allay :n Silver, the meaning thereof 8 
Aliens may not exerciſe the Goldſmiths , nor other 
Manual Trades within this Realm, upon penalty, 


ang the reaſons FO,F1,F2,F3554.5 F556; 
h F7,58,59,00,61,62,63 
Aliens and Dezizens maſt ſerve their Apprentiſhips 
within this Realm, to lawfully exerciſe the Ma- 


nual Trades I,F2 
Apprentiſhips to all Manual Trades , the reaſon 
thereof 46, 4 


Artifices to cheat the wearing Buyers of Goldſmiths 
Works, ſeveral mentioned 146,147,148,149 
Aſlay-4aſter , why appointed his Oath and Duty 


Aſſay-Office where kept 66 
A 


The Table. 


Aſſays of Gold and Silver , how they are made 30 
See more at theendof Reynolds's Tables, in this 
Treatiſe. 

Aſlays of ſuſpetted Silver work ,direttions toprocare 
them 65,66 See Reports, 

Aſſay-papers, their emblem 66 

Aſſays of Gold works,how to procure and underſtand 
them 202,203,20 

Aſſays will be made by the Aſſay-Maſter of the 
Tower Los 

Aſſay and Touch to be allowed all Workers in Lon- 
don, and three miles compaſs, (except, &C.) 32 

Aſſiſtance of all Officers to be given to the Wardens 
of the Goldſmiths 122,123 

B. 
| agony of Silver for Belts and Girdles compre- 
| hended under the term of Harneſs , and to be 
marked with the Companies Marks, upon penalty 


3333493) 


By-Laws and Ordinances of the Goldſmiths, Anu- 


thority to make them I20 


Buckles of Braſs or Copper, #nlawful either Gilt or 
Silvered 16 


4 
Buckles of Braſs or Copper , Covered with Gold or 


Silver, in the juriſdiction of the Wardens of the 


Golaſmiths to puniſh 166 
C. 
Arracts and Carratt-grains , the ſorts deſcri- 
bed 102,103 
Charter of the Goldſmiths I'T2 
Charter of the Catlers I'7L 


Cheapſide, or High-ſtreets, no other place lawful in 
London to keep a Goldſrziths Shop in 116,132 
Collets of Rings are made beſt with Standard 98 


Cheat 
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The Table. 


Cheat in the Goldſmiths works, the vale computed 


I 
Corporation of the Goldſmiths , the intent dang 
18,19. Andwho ought to be the members there- 
of . See Goldſmiths, | 
Corporation of the Goldſmiths, the name or names 
thereof 18 
Counterfeiting the Marks. See Marks, 
Corporations, the Members thereof being of ſeve- 
ral Trades, is injurious to the deſign of their ma- 
king 18,19 
Coin counterfeited, direftions to diſcover it 167 
Coins Forein Gold and Silver, their Allay, weight, 
and value. See at the latter end. 
Cutlers Trade deſcribed, and who may lawfully exer- 
ciſe the ſame 40,41,42,45 
Cutlers works, the joyning them to the 4 6 9] other 
Trades is not intended by the Statute Eliz, to be ex- 
erciſng that Trade 43,44 
Cutlers works, the buying and ſelling thens is not in- 
tended by the Statute Eliz. to be exerciſing that 
Trade 44 
Cuſtoms of London in the caſe of Marnal and 
other Trades 48,49,50 
Covenant of Apprentiſhip of an Infant in the Coun- 
ties not good for above ſeven years 49 
Covenant of au Apprentice under 2.1 years of age, 
unleſs inrolled, is void in Law FO 
Cutlers works , ſeveral Forein wrought, prohibited 
190 ts 204 
D, 
Ays appeinted for the Aſſaying the Silver 
works, and touching or ſetting the Companies 
Marks 32 
A 4 Deceits 


The Table. 


Deceits in Silver works, how diſcoverable. See Sits 
ver works, | 


Deceits in Gold works, haw difcoverable. Sce Gold 
works. 


Days #n every week on which the Wardens of the 
Goldſmiths keep their Courts 71 
Deceits in the Goldſmiths works, is in effeFt a robery 


I44% 
Deceilts in the Goldſmiths works , the value compu- 


rea 144,145 
b- 


gone of great quantities of Silver Works, 
brought for the Companies Marks ; the inſe- 
Yence | 423,34 
Fe 

| the Silver work, will diſcover its Courſe- 
neſs 63 
Filing the Silver work before it be rubb'd on the 
Touch-Stone, the reaſon 64 
Fines ſmal! on Offenders will encourage them in ma- 
king deceitful Gold and Silver works 145,146 
Franchiſes of the Goldſmiths (for not executing their 
Authority, or abuſmg it) may be ſeized into the 
Kings hands 97 
Franchiſes of the ſeven Toxch-Towns (for negle(t in 
ſuppreſſing the deceits in the Goldſmiths works) 


may be ſeized into the Kings hands 108 
G. 
Old, #ts original and nature , colour and wſe- 

I fulneſs 3,425 ,6,7,8 
Gold, rhe Standard thereof 14,104 
Gold works, all ſorts thereof to be made of the Stan- 

aard Allay, upon penal! 14,104 
Goldſmiths Trade deſcribed, and who may lawfully ' 
exerciſe , 


The Table. 


exerciſe the [ame 38 39,49,45 6 g 
Goldſmiths, all dwelling in London, and; a age es 


compaſs (bring Freemen, QC.) ought to be of that 
Corporation 18 A propoſed Law to that pur- 


<\ 20 
Gold works, the way of diſcovering deceits therein, 
and how to be puniſhed IOI, 102 


Goldſmiths, poor and impotent, how to be relieved. 
See poor, 
Goldſmiths works that are unlawful to be ſeized by 
the Wardens or Surveyors as things forfeit 17 
Goldſmiths works, the joyning them to the works of 
other Trades, is not intended by the Statute Eliz. 
to be the exerciſing thoſe Trades 43,44 
Goldſmiths works, the buying and ſelling them,is not 
intended by the Statute Eliz, to be exerciſmg that 
' Trade 44 
Gold works of 4 coarſe Allay, the ſeveral pretences 
for it anſwered 94,95 ,98 
Goldſmiths works, all worſe than Standard, are po- 
ſitively unlawful, and the making thereof to be 
totally omitted 18,94,95 ,100 
Goldſmiths remote from London, their auty, an 
direttions to procure them to be puniſhed 106, 
I07,108,109,ITI0,IIT 
Goldſmiths Corporation (for neg lett in ſuppreſſing 
the defetts in Goldſmiths works) their Franchiſes 
may be ſeized 97 
Goldſmiths works worſe than Standard, the makin 
and ſelling them is Rebellion, and as wick 
I 62 
Abitation of the workers to be entered in 4 
Book in the Aſſay-Office 12,27,28,133,135 
Harneſs of Silver to 1%. as to be kd with 
4 


— 


The Table. 


the Companies and Workers Marks, upon penalty 
12,24 

Harneſs , what is comprehended under that term 
Hilts for Swords , and Buckles of Silver, Pp 
comprehended under the term Harneſs , and to be 

| marked with the Companies Marks , upon penalty 


F 3393S 
Hilts of Braſs or Copper unlawfuleither Gut, or Sil- 
vered 164 Andin the juriſdittion of the War- 
aens of the Goldſmiths to puniſh 166 

l. 


| ag bem one ſort of puniſhment for offenders 

in the Goldſmiths Trade ID 
Indictments, :wo Copies thereof 75,84 
Information, one Copy thereof 80 
Inſtrument of Silver (of ſeveral Allays) to diſcover 
the value of all ſorts of courſe Silver-works, di- 
rettions to make it ITO,ILT,IT2 
Informers, thoſe ignowinious, deſcribed 163 

K | 


K Eepers of the Touch. See Wardens. 
L 


£ 


[ Ead tobe wſed about marking the works 96 

_ Law new propoſed for the better enabling the 
Wardens of the Goldſmiths to perform their Duty, 
and to enable the party grieved to get recompence 
15x See Goldſmiths, 

Law new propoſed for the ſetting up the Manufa#tare 
of Sword-Blades, and to enable the Corporation of 
Cutlers to more effeitually perform their dut y, GC. 


with reaſons for the ſame 204, 10 218 
Limitation of time for proceeding in courſe of Law 
againſt Offenders 89,99,91,92 


Marks 
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The Table. 


M. 

\ ff Arks, every after Goldſmith in England te 
have his mark,: and the ſame to ſet on their 

work, #pon penalty $1,12,134 
—_ of A Workers to be known to the Sven 
or Wardens of the Goldſmiths, upon penalty 17x, 
13,33;27 
Marks ſet on the work, is the beſt means for diſcover= 
mg the worker 28,29 
Marks of the Company, the ſeveral ſorts, and their 
emblem 25, 66 
Marks of the workers, the ſeveral ſorts, and how to 
be qualified and ſet on their works 27,136,137 
Marks of the Company, and workers, the penalty of 
connterfeiting them, and the reaſon 29 
Marking Standard Silver, the onaitting thereof un- 
lawful, and of ill conſequence , and the reaſonable- 
neſs of the penalty for ſuch omiſſion 36 
Marks of every aſter-Golaſmith throughout Eng- 
land to be known to the Wardens of #he Golſmiths 


upon penalt II,1O 
Maks E the C ompany, and Workers,how to be Lan 
and preſerved 37 
Market Overt of the Goldſmiths 130,131,132 
Mint-Maſter, how puniſhable I3 
Money. See Corn, 
N. 
N Ames of the Workers to be entered onthe Table 
of Marks 27 


Name of the Goldſmiths Corporation, See Corpo- 
ration. O. 

Cy Turnings, and By-lanes, and Streets,the 
keeping aGoldſmiths Shop therein, unlawful, 
and the reaſon I14,115,132 

Ofticers 


The Table. 


Officers to be aiding and aſſiſting. See Aſſiſtance. 

Orders of the Goldſmiths 133,135 

Ordinances to make. See By-laws. 

Obſervations for the buyers of Goldſmiths Works to 
ſecure good evidence to get recompence 72,73 

Obſervations for their buying good Gold and Silver 


works 93 

Order of the King and Council touching prohibited 

Wares 202 
P. 

Rerogative of the King to be ſaved I9 

Poor and {mpotent Goldſmiths how to be relic- 

ved I17 


Pillory ane ſort of Puniſhment for Offenders in the 

Goldſmiths works 72,150 
Precepts of the Goldſmiths, See Orders. 
Pretences to delude the wearing Buyers, ſeveral men- 


rioned and anſweredg6,97 ,98,99,100,101,147 

Q Ueries, ſeveral anſ\ wered 36,93,94,95 
R. 

R Eports of Silver Aſſays, their emblem, and di- 

rettions to underſtaudthem 67,68,69,70,71 

Reports of Gold Aſſays , direftions to wnder ſand 

them 103,104 


Rudeneſs of the Companies Servants, how puniſh- 
able 97 
Q 


Earch to be made by the Wardens or Surveyors, 
among ſt all Goldſmiths and others throughout 
England 9,11 


Seal, and perpetual ſucceſſion of the Corporation of 
Goldſmiths 7 120 


Silver, 


The Table. 
Sily y its original and nature, complexion and uſeful- 
neſs 6,7,8 
Silver, the Standard thereof NOOR 8 7 
Silver works, all ſorts thereof to be of Standard or 
Sterling Allay 9,10,12,13 
Silver, the quantity to be detained by the Wardens out 
of all work they allow and mark 26 
Silver work of a courſe Allay, the ſeveral pretences 
for it anſwered 94,98,99,100 
Silver works of a courſe Allay, how diſcovered 63, 


64,65 

Silver works, when deceived thereby, how to get re- 
Compence 71,72,73,74 
Silver work, its bliſtering , ſcaling, or peeling, is 4 
ſon of its courſeneſs | 64. 
Sodder to be allowed in making the Works 12,14 
Sodder, how much to be allowed in Silver works 37, 


Standard Silver, the nobleneſs and excellency of its 
Compoſition 8,18,98 

Sterling Silver, the meaning thereof, and why ſo cal- 
led 

Stones, none but natural to be ſet in Gold 

Stones to be ſet in their weight of Goldor Silver 10 

Surveyors, others may be aſſigned, beſides the War- 
dens of the Goldſmiths II,23 

Summary concluſion of what concerns the Gold- 
ſmiths, with perſwaſrve arguments to the Workers, 
and Sellers, and wearing-buyers of their Works, 
and a new Law propoſed for a perfett Reformation 

I41 to 163 

Sword-blades, a propoſed Law for the making them 

”mrhis Kingdom, Ses Law new, 


Tables 


The Table, 


; # 

Ables for entering the Marks, their deſcription, 

T and where kept 27 
Tables of John Reynolds 


219 

Tools »ſed about marking the good, and breaking the 
bad Goldſmiths work, | 31 
Touch-Towns ſeven, appointed beſides London 12, 
Io5 

Towns in all places in England, the Goldſmiths 
therein to obſerve the ſame Orders as they at Lon- 


don 10 
Touch-ſtones ro know the beft ſort, and where ſold 
64 


Touch on the Touch-ſtone, drreftions to make it 64 
Touch-Towns, for . their neglett in ſuppreſſing the 
defelts in Goldſmiths-works therein; their Fran- © 
chiſes may be ſeized into the Kings hands 108 

V 


V Eſſels of Silver to be of the fineneſs of Sterling 


Io 

Veſlels of S:lver, what is comprehended under that 
name 33 
Veſſels of Silver that are made in any place throngh- 
out England (except the ſeven Touch-Towns) to 
be marked at London by the Wardens of the 
Goldfmiths with the Leopards-head, upon penalty 


9,24 

W. 
TH of the Goldſmiths , four tobe choſen 
V yearly 116,118 
Wardens of the Goldſmiths, their daty and an- 
thority 9,11,12,15,16,17,22,25, 
27,36,71,128, GC. 


Wardens 
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The Table. 


Wardens of the Goldſmiths not compelling all Siiver 
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HAT there hath been, and is, 
# a Great Abuſe to the People 
== of this Kingdom in the Gold 
»3 and Silver that is wrought in- 
7 Yg 09 the ſeveral ſorts of Wares 
in uſe amongſt us, 1s no hard 
matter to manifeſt : For if 
dts. Bc: there were inſpection made 
into the Silver that is w!ought intro 
Buckles fo2 Belts , Girdles, Shooes, 
Garters, and ſuch like : And Hilts fo2 
Swo2ds, and the Pieces thereto belong- 
ing; And rhe Silver and Bold that is 
wought into Watch-caſes, and the Pins 
and Studs that are put into ſuch Caſes : 
and the Gold that is w2ought into Kings 
of all {ozts, and Lockets , and other 
Jewels : and the Silver that is w2ought 
into Monep-Bores, Orr: "Dorey, and 
ut- 
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Buttons, and Tags fo2 Garments, 
Bodkins and Thimnbles, Co2al-Sockets, 


o2 Garnithcs , (beſides the 1:raſs-Wier put in 


ſuch Sockets to faiten the Coral, and the Braſs 
Clappers in the Bells) Tlaſps, Chains, Dzam- 
Cups , Chirurgcons <j\nſiruments 3 And 
all other ſo2ts of ſmall Wozk , both of 
Gold and Silver, and the great Plate 
that is made remote from London ; and the 
value thereof truiy Examined , a great part 
thereof would bc found to want very much of 
the value it ought tobe of, in reſpect both of the 
Standard, and the Price it was ſold at , whereby 
the wearing buyer 1s abuſed and defrauded , and 
the Laws infringed for the private benefit only of 
deceitful and i1l-minded men. To direct therefore 
in the diſcovery of Falſe Wares, and to prevent 
the evils ariſing thence , I have framed this 
Diſcourſe , which chiefly conſiſts of three Parts; 
As, 


Firſt, Of what Gold and Silver is produced,? and 
what it is in its own Nature, and the Sort or 
Standard, that is or ought to be in uſe amongſt 
Hs, 


Secondly, 4 recital of the Statutes and other 
L.aws in force for preventing the working and 
D «30 . . 
/.”* * Gold and Silver Work, that is worſe 
obs Standard, and the Laws compriſing 
arde pal matters relating to the Goldſmiths 
's Trade, and material matters of all 


ether . 
inual Traats. 


Third- 
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Thirdly, Some Notes giving light to thoſe Laws 
and Statutes , and drretting how to prevent de 
ceipt is Gold or Silver Work, and the way of 
Kedreſs for ſuch, and other the offences againſt 

thoſe Laws. 


The original production of Gold and Silver is 
thus, v:z. The four Elements generate a Secd by 
the will of God, and operation of NVarzre, and 
by their motion (every one according to its qua- 
lity) caſts forth a Semen into the center ot the 
carth, where it is digeſted, and by motion 1s tent 
abroad. 

Now the center of the carth is a certain Em- 
pty place, where nothing can reſt , and the four 
clements ſend forth their qualities into the cir- 
cumference of the center: And the magnetick 
property of any place of the earth attracts ſome- 
thing convenient to it {clf for the bringing fort 
of ſomething. As for example, 

Set upon an even Table a veilel of Water, whict 
place in the middle thereof, and round about it 
lay divers things, and divers colours ; alfo Salt, 
Cc. every thing by itſelf; then pour the Water 
into the middle, and you ſhall ſee the water run 
every way ; and when any ſtream toucheth the 
Red Colour, it will be made red by it ; if Salt, it 
will contract the taſte of Salt from ir, and ſo of 
thereſt: Now the water doth not change the 
places, but the diverſity of places changerh rhe 
Water. 

In like manner the Sced being caſt forth by the 
tour Elements from the center of the Earth, unto 
the ſuperficies thercof', paſleth through various 

B 2 places : 
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places; and according to the nature of the place, 
15 any thing produccd ; if it come to a pure place 
of earth, a pure thing 1s made. 

The feed of all things is but one, and yer it ge- 
ncrates divers things, as It appears by the former 
example : The Sperm whillt it 1s in the center is 
indifferent to all forms ; but when it 1s come to 
any determinate place, it changeth no more its 
form. 

The Seed whilſt itis in the center, can as eaſily 
produce a Tree as a Metal,and an Herb as a Stone; 
and one more precious than another, according 
to the purity of the place. Now this Seed is pro- 
duced of the Elements thus. 


Theſe four Elements are never quiet, but by. 


reaſon of their contrariety, mutually act one up. 
on another; and every one of 1ts ſelf, ſends forth 
its own ſubtilty or Sced, and they agree in the 
center. Now this center is the ſervant of Nature, 
which mixing thoſe Seeds together , ſends them 
abroad, and by diſtillation ſublimes them by the 
heat of a continual morion into the ſuperfictes of 
the earth; for the Earth is porous, and this ya: 
pour 1s , by diſtilling through the pores of the 
Farth, reſolved into water ; of which all things 
are produced : Therefore, as I ſaid before , the 
Seed of Metals is not ditierent from the Secd of 
all things being, viz. a humid Vapour. 

The ſpecification of this Vapour into diſtinC 
Metals is thus : This vapour palleth in its diſtilla- 
tion through the Earth , through places either 
Cold or Hit ; if through Hot and pare, where the 
fatneſs of Sulphur ſticks to the ſides thereof, then 
thar Vapour (which Philoſophcrs call the Mer- 

Cur) 
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cury of Philoſophers) mixcth and joyneth it ſelf 
unto that fatneſs, which aſterwards it ſublimeth 
with it ſelf, and then it leaving the name of a 
vapour and unctuoſity , and afterwards coming 
by ſublimation into other places, where the Earth 
isſubtil, pure, and humid , fills the pores thereof, 
and is joyned to it, and ſoit becomes G O LD; 
and where 1t is hot and ſomething impure, it bc- 
comes SILVER; burif that fatneſs come ro 
impure places, which are cold, it is made LEAD; 
and if that place be pure and mixed with Sulphur, 
it becomes COPPER: for by how much the * 
more pure and warm the place 1s, fo much the 
more excellent doth it make the Mctals. 

This Heat is from within the Earth, and not the 
heat of the Sun, as ſome imagine; becauſe in the 
hotteſt Countries there 18 all, or almoſt all Gold 
generated ; who if they conſider that in cold 
Countries are Gold Mines ; as in Sco:l:nud were in 
King Zames his time, would be of another mind, 
than to think that the Coeleſtial Sun could pene- 
trate ſo as to heat the Earth ſo deep as moſt Gold 
lies: but yet I deny not, that the ſecret influence 
of the Sun is very powerful in the generating of 
Gold : and ſothe other Planets of other Metals, 
be they never ſo deep in the Earth 

Now the firſt matterof Metals, is a humid, vi- 
ſcous, incombuſtible, and ſubtil ſubſtance,incorpo- 
rated with anearthy ſubtilty ; being equally and 
itrohgly mixed in the caverns of the Earth. 

In all Metals (except Gold) thereis a two-told 
unctuoſity ; the one whichis external, ſulphurous 
and inflamable, which is joyned to it by accident, 
and doth not belong to the total union , with the 

B 2 terrc- 
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tereſtrial parts of the thing ; the other is internal, 
and very {ubtil, incombultible ; being of the ſub. 
ſtantial compoſition of Argent-Vive ; and there- 
fore cannot be deſtroyed by fire , unleſs with the 
deſtruttion of the whole ſubſtance. 

Whence it appears what the cauſe is, that Me- 
tals are more or leſs durable in the fire; for thoſe 
that abound with that intcrnal unCtuoiity, are le; 
conſumed ; as it appears in Silver, and eſpecially 
in Gold. 

Hence it is that the Pluloſophers could never 
by any means find our any thing that could cn- 
dure the fire, but that unctuous humidity only, 
which is perfect and incombuſtible. 

Imperfect bodies have ſuperfluous humidirics, 
and ſulpharity, generating a combuſtible black. 
neſs in them, and corrupting them : they have 
alſo an impure, feculent , and combuſtible terre- 
ſtriety : ſo grols that it hinders ingrefſion , and 
fuſion. 

But a perfect Metal (as Gold) hath neither this 
ſutphurous or terreſtrial impurity ; I mean, when 
'tis fully maturated and meited : for whilſt iris 
1 concoction , it hath both joyncd to it, as you 
may ſee in Golden Ore : but then they do not ad- 
here to it ſo, but that it may be purified from 
them, which other Metals cannot , but are both 
deſtroyed together, if you attempt to ſeparate 
the one from the other. | 

Beſides, Gold hath fo little of theſe corruptt- 
ple principals mixed with it, that the inward Sul- 
phur or metaliine- ſpirit doth ſometimes, in ſome 
places overcome them of it ſelf; asis tobe ſcer 
'nthe Gold, which is found very pure ſometimes 


in 
4il 
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in the ſuperficies of the Earth, and in the Sea- 
Sands, and is many times as pure as any Refined 
Gold. Now this Gold which is found in the 
Sands and Rivers, 1s not generated there, but is 
waſhed down from the Mountains with ſtreams 
of Watcr that run from thence. 

Gold therefore is moſt noble and ſolid of all 
Metals, and (in the higheſt degree of fineneſs) of 
a deep yellow colour ; compacted of principals di- 

eſted to the uttermoſt height, and therefore fixcd. 

Silver is (in the higheſt degree of tinenel[s) pare 
white, and in the next degree of dignity to Gold, 
and ditters from it 1n digeſtion chicfly : I ſaid 
chiefly , becauſe there is lome ſmall impuritics 
adhering to it. Neyertheleſs, 

Silver is a Mineral of that excellent Nature, 
that when it 1s in the higheſt 


degree of finenc(s, it will 
endure melting a long time 
in extreme heat, with but 
very little waſte ; which 
quality 1s not in any other 
Metal, ſave Gold , which 
(in the fineſt degree is 
more fix'd, and will endure 
the fire with leſs waſte: 
Whereforc Gold and Silver 
for theſe excellencies, and 


For 2 further account 
of the generation and 
vegetability, vc. of Gold 
and Silver, ſee Webſter's 
H-:ſ!ory of Metals ; col- 
leftted ot of the molt 
approved Authors that 
have written on that 
ſubject Printed for W. 
Kettilby at the Biſhops 
Head in S.PaulsChurch- 
yard, London. 


their ſcarceneſs,and capableneſs of being wrought 
into ſo many ſorts of Uſeful and Ornamental 
things above other Metals, 1s one reaſon that it 

bears ſo great a value, and anſwers all things. 
Our Fore-fathers conſidering that Silver in its 
fineſt degree would be too ſoft for uſe and ſervice 
B 4 (for 
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(for the fineſt Silver is almoſt as ſoft as Lead) did 
conſult to reduce or harden the Silver (by allaying 
it with baſer Metal) to ſuch a degrce, that it 
might be both ſerviceable in the works, and alſo 
in the wearing keep its native whiteneſs: For as 
the Silver having too little Allay , would be too 
ſoft; ſo too much Allay would make it brittle, 
and wear like Braſs? And therefore upon Expe- 
riment and due- Conſideration , did agree, that 
there ſhould be E:ghten penny weight of fine Copper 
mixed in eleven Ounces and two penny weight Troy 
of the fineſt Silver ; both which makes twelve 
Ounces, or the pound Troy ; and fo according 
to that proportion for more or leſs; (where it is 
ro be obſerved, That either Tin, Pewter, or Lead 
being put into Gold or Silver - for the Allaying 
thereof, or being mixt therewith , renders 1t ex- 
treme brittle, and altogether unfit for work) 
which degree of Allay is concluded upon by the 
Law-makers of this Kingdom, to be the Stan- 
dard for all Silver Money, and all Silver Works, 
and 1s commonly called the Sterling Allay (from 
the Eaſfterlings, or men that came from the Eaſt- 
part of Germany in the time of King Richard the 
Firſt, and were the firſt Contrivers and makers 
of that Allay ;) And- this is that which 1s meant 
in the Statute of 18 E:z. Cap. 15. by the Expreſ- 
ſion, (to wit) Not leſs in fineneſs than that of eleven 
Ounces two penny weight. And for this purpole, 
that, and divers other Statutes have been made, 


which I have here recited verbatim , as fol- 
loweth. - 


The 
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The Statute 28 Edw. 1. Cap. 20. commonly 
called, Articuli ſuper Cartas. 


Jt is Ozdaincd , That no Goldſmith 
of England, no2 none other-where within 
the Kings Dominions , ſhall from hence- 
fozth make o2 cauſe to be made anp 
manner of Veſſcl , Jewel , oz any other 
thing of Gold o2 Silver , except it be of 
god and truce Allay, (that is to ſay) Gold 
of accrtain touch, and Silver of the Ster- 
ling Allap, o2 of better at the pleaſure of 
him to whom the 1V8:k bclongeth : and 
that none wozk wozſe Silver than Money : 
And that no manner of Veſſcl of Silver 
depart out of the hands of the Wozkers, 
until it be Aſſayed bp the Wardens of the 
Craft : And further , that it be marked 
with the Leopards-Head ; And that thep 
wo2k no wo2te Gold than of the touch of 
Paris: And that the Wardens of the Craft 
ſhall go from Shop to Shop among the 
Goldſmiths, to Aſſap, if their Gold be 
of the ſame Touch that 1s ſpoken of be- 
foe : And if thep find any other than of 
the Touch afozeſatd, the Gold ſhall be fo2- 
feit to the King : [And 
, _ make Megaman fr w__ 

as. Cs. ng 77095 0 EH 
Locks :] And that none nc ng 26 
ſhall ſet any ſtone mn 
Gold except it be Na- 
tural : And that G2avers , o2 Cureers 

o 
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of Stones , and of Scals, ſhall give to 
each their weight of Silver and Gold 
as near as thep can upon thetr Fidelity : 
And tze Jewels of baſe Hold which 
thep have in their hands, they ſhall utter 
as faſt as thepcan : And from thencefo:th 
if thep bup anp of tize ſame wozk, they ſhall 
buy it to Wozk upon, and not to ſeil again : 
And that all the good Towns of t-ngland, 
where any Goldſmith bc dwelling, ſhatl be 
o2dered acco2ding tothis Statute, as they 
of London be : And that onc ſhall come from 
every awd Town fo? all the rcſidue that be 
dwclting in the ſame , unto London, fa2 to 
be aicertained of thcir Touch. And if anp 
Goldſmith be attainted hereafter , becauſe 
that he hath done othexwiſe than befo2e 18 
O2dained, he ſhall be puniſhed by imp21- 
ſonment , and bp ranſome at the Kings 
pleaſure, And notwithſtanding all theſe 
rhings befo2e-mentioned , 02 any point of 
cicm, both the King, and his Council, and 
all they that were p2cſent at the making 
of this Oz2dinance , will and intend that 
the itght and P:crogative of his Crown 
ſhall be ſaved to him in all things. 


Stat. 37 Eaw. 3. Cap. 7. 


Item, Jt 18 acc92ded, That Goldſmiths 
as well in London as clſewhere within the 
ficalm, ſhall make all manner cf Veſſcis 
and other Wo2k of Silver, well and law- 
fully of the Allay of god Sterling : ow 
| every 
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cvery Maſtcr-Gotdſmith ſhall Have a 
Mark by himſclf, aud the ſame Mark ſhall 
be known by them which ſhall be aſſigned 
by the Tiing to Durvey their Wo2zk and 
Allap : And that the ſaid Goldſmiths ſet 
not their Marks upon their Wozks rill the 
ſaid Survepo2s have made their Aſſay, as 
ſhall be ozdatned by the King and his Coun- 
cel; and after the Aſſay made , the Sur- 
vepo? ſhall ſet the Kings Mark, and after 
the Goldſmith his Mark, fo2 which he will 
anſwer : And that no Goldſmith take fo? 
Peſſcl white and full fo2 the weight of a 
pound, (that 1s to ſay) of the p2ice of two 
Marks of Paris weight, but eighteen pence 
as they do at Paris ? 

[And that noHoldſmith — This Clauſe [74.:: ro 
making White Veſſel wry ap -_ make 
hall meddle with gild- {7s oo 
ing, no2 thep that do Jas ici 
Gild ſhall meddle to | 

make White Vefſcl :} Andthep which ſhail 
be ſo aſſigned in every Town ſhall make 
their Scarches as oftentimes as ſhall be 
Ozdained : And fo2 that which ſhall be in 
the Goldſmiths dcfault , thcp ſhall incur 
the pain of fo2feiture to the King , the va. 
lue of the Mctal which ſhall be found in 
default. 


Start. 
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Stat, ' 2 Hen. 6. 14. 


The fineneſs of Harneſs of Silver , and that it 
Shall be marked with the Leopards-Head. 


Item, That no Goldſmith, no2 Wozker of 
Dilver within the City of London, ſell any 
Wo:kmanſhip of Silver, un'eſs it be as fine 
as the Sterling, except the ſame need Sodder 
in thc making, which ſhall be allowed ac- 
co?ding as the Soddec is neceſlary to be 
wought in thc ſame: And that no Gold- 
[mith no2 Jcwrller , no2 any other that 
wo2licth Yarneſs of Silver , ſhall ſet any 
of the ſame to ſale within the City , befo?e 
that it be Touched with the Touch, and at- 
[o with the Wark oz Sign of the Wo:kman 
of theſame, upon pain of Fozfciture of the 
double value as afoze is ſaid : And that 
the Mark and Sign of every Goldſmith be 
known tothe Wardens of the Craft. And 
if 1t many be found that the ſaid Keper of 
the Touch, Touch ann ſuch Harneſs with 
the Leopard's-Head, crcept it be as fine in 
Allap as the Sterling, that then the Kep- 
cr of the Touch fo2 every thing ſo p2oved, 
not as god in Allap as the ſaid Sterling, 
ſhall fo2feit the double value tothe King, 
and to the party, as 18 above recited. And 
alſo it 1s likewiſe Ozdained in the City of 
York, New-Caſtle upon Tine, Lincoln, Norwich, 
Briſtow, Salisbury and Coventry, That cvcrn 
one ſhall have divers Touches acco2ding $0 
rye 
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the Ozdinance of the MWayozs, Bailiffs, oz 
Governo2s of the ſamc Towns : And that 
no Goldſmiths, no2 other Wo2kers of Sil- 
ver, no2 Lieepers of the ſaid Touches with- 
in the ſame Towns , ſhall ſct to Salc, o2 
Touch anp Dltlver in othcr manner than 
is o2dained befo2e , within the City of 
London, upon pain of the ſaid Fo2feiturcs. 
And mozcover , That no Goldſmith oz 
other Wozker of Silver within the calm 
of England, where no Touch 1s o2daincd as 
afo2e 1s ſaid, ſhall Wo2k any Silver, cr- 
cept jt be as fine in Allap as the Sterling: 
And that the Goldſmith o2 Wozker of the 
ſame Silver ſet upon the ſame, his Mark, 
02 Sign, befoze he ſct it to Sale : And if 
it be found that it 1s not as fine as the 
Sterling, that then the Wozker of the ſame 
ſhall fozfeit the double value, in manner 
and fo2m, as befoze 1s recited , within the 
City of London. And the Juſtices of Peace, 
MWapyozs, and Bailiffs , and all othcr ha- 
ving power as Juſtices of the Peace,ſhall 
here enquire and determine , bp Bill, 
Plaint, o2 in othcr manner , all that do 
contrary to the ſaid Ozdinances,and there- 
of to make due exccution by their diſcre- 
tions. P2ovided alwaps, That if the Ma- 
ſter of the Mint that nowis , o2 which fo? 
the time ſhall be, offend, o2 have offcnded in 
his Offceof theſaid Mint, that then he be 
puniſhed , and Puſtified acco2ding to the 
to2m of the ſatd Jndentures. 


Stat. 
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Stat. 18 Elxz. IF. 


Hereas certain evil diſpoſcd Gold: 
(miths veceitfullp do make and ſel] 

Plate, and other Hold and Stlver Warcs, 
to tyze great dcefraudtiiig of her Majcſty,and 
hcr god Dubjects : 92 remedp whereof, 
Be it Enacted by the Autho21ty of this p2e- 
ccnt Parliament, That no Goldſmith from 
the Twentiety day» of April next coming, 
ſhall Wo2k, Sell, Exchange , 02 cauſe to be 
Wz2ought, Sold, o2 Erchangecd, any Plate 
o2 other £6ld{mitys Wares of Hold, leſs in 
fineneſs than that of twenty two Carracts; and 
that he uſe noSodder , Ammel, or other ſtuffings 
whatſoever in any of their Works, more than 1s 
neceſſary for the finiſhing of the ſame; And 


that they talic not above the rate of Twelve - 


pence io2 the oimce of Gold (beſides the 
faſhion) mo2c than the ZZuper may o2 ſhall 
be allowed fo2 the fame at the Queens Er- 
change o2 Mint , upon pain to foztcit the 
value of thc thing {2 Sold 02 Erchanged : 
2nd that from thc {aid Twentieth day of 
April, no Ooldſmith ſhall Make, Sell, o! 
EXLcezange 11 any place within this Hicalm, 
any Plate, o2 Holdſmitizs Wares of Sil 
ver, leſs mn fincneſs than that of Eleven 
Ounces two penny weight, no2 take above the 
rate of Twelve pence for cvery pound weight of 
Plate, or Wares of Silver (bcfides the faſhion) 
more than the Buycr ſhall or may be allowed for 
the ſame ar the Queens Exchange or Mint ;3 NO? 
put to Daic, Ercyange o2 Scll any Plate 

0! 
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02 Goldſmiths Wozk of Silver , befoze he 
hath ſct his own Mark to (0 much thercof, as 
conveniently may bear the ſame, upon pain 
to fozfeit the value of the thing ſo Sold oz 
Gxchanged : And if any Goldſmith thall 
make any Goldſmiths IVozk o2 Plate, and 
the ſame aftcr the ſaid Twentieth van of 
April, hall be Touched, AZarked , and X1- 
lowed fo2 good by the Wardens,o2 9}aſters 
of that Myſtery : And if ine ſame there 
ſhall be found anp falſhod o2 deecit , then 
the Wardens , and Cozpozation of that 
MWpſterp fo2 the time being , ſhall fozfeit, 
and pay the value of the thing ſo Exchan- 
ged, 02 Sold : The one Moictp of all which 
Fo:feitures ſhall be to the uſe of the Quens 
Majeſty, and the other MWoietp to the uſe 
of ſuch party grieved, and ſuſtaining lols 
therebp , as will ſue fo2 the ſame in any 
Court of Liccozd, by Action, Bill, Plain, 
{Jnfo2mation , o2 otherwiſe ; wherein no 
Eſſopn, P2otecttion, o2 Wager of Law ſhall 
be admitted fo2 the Defendant. 


Stat. 3 Edw. 4. 4. the branch thereof to this 
purpoſe is verbatizz thus, (viz.) 


Alſo our Lo2d the Liing hath o2dained 
and eſtabliſhed , by the aſſent and Autho- 
rity afozcſatd, that the Maſters and War- 
dens fo2 the time being of every Craft and 
Myſtery in everp City, Durrough, Town, 
and Village, where any ſuch Craft o2 
Myſtery is uſed , 02 occupicd , ſhall yave 
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ſufficient Power and Authority in everp ſuch 
City, Town , Burrough , and Village, 
where they fo2 the time being ſhall be 
Wardens, oz Maſters of any ſuch Craft 
o2 Myſtery : And the Mayo? of ſuch City, 
Burrough, Town, o2 Village fo? the time 
being, it any Mayo? be, o2 the Bailiffs, 
o2 Bailiff of anp ſuch City , Burrough, 
Town, 02 Village to2 the time being , if 
any Bailiffs$2 Bailif there be : And no 
Mapo?, 862 Scrzeant, 02 any other Occer 
to them ali:gnecd by the ſatd Mayo? , Bai- 
liffs, o2 Bailiff, in every ſuch City, Bur- 
rough, Town , and Village where any 
ſuch Craft oz Ppyſtcry 18 uſcd o2 occupied, 
where no \uch Majters o2 1:iardens of any 
ſuch Craft oz Myſtery be : That the Ma: 
ſters 02 Wardeas of the Crafts and MYpſte- 
ries of the City, Town , Burrough , 0! 
Village ncxt adjopning to the ſame 3 and 
the Conſtable of ſuch City , Burrough, 
Town, o2 Village. ſhall have power and 
Autho2ity to ſearch in their own Crafts and 
Myſteries, and in all orher Crafts and Myſteries 
uttcring by way of Sale any of the afozc- 
ſatd ZOarcs, as well within Cities, Bur- 
roughs, Towns, and Villages of the ſame 
Htcalm of England, and of the County of 
Wales, as within the Libertics and Fran 
chiſe of the ſame Citics , Burroughs, 
Towns, and Villages , at all times rea: 
ſona:'o bn the day, at Fairs , and Mar 
Rcets, 54ops open, and Warc-houſes , all 
{ucy marncrof Warcs, Chaffcrs, and Mer- 

chan 
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chandiſcs pertaining to cvcry of their p27- 
per Crafts and Yyſterics , whics, hai! ve 
made by any Xlicn, Artificcr Qhan 02 Lo- 
man, 02 any other perſon 02 pcr/ons 3zithin 
the ſame Hcalm of England o: Walcs,o2 which 
at anp time ſhall bc occupt:d by £nm go rye 
ſaid Crafts 02 Mpſtcries , in whoſe zand 
ſoever they man bc found. 

P2ovided alio that the faiv Qaftcrs, 
Wardens, and othc:'s named in tle ſaid 
Ozdinance to be Scar:hcrs , ſail not cn- 
tcr into any place exempted by P2iviicdee, 
Franchiſe, o2 Cuſtom, to make wm the ſame 
any ſcarch,, as 1s afo2cſaitd , but by the 
overſight of ſome Ofi.cer of everp ſuci} place 
ſo exempt , w;ere any ſuch Search ſhall 
happen ro be made. | 7y:s tv be in force ſa 
long as ſhall pleaſe 1he King. ] 

nd if the ſaid Scarcizers Þ53. the ſame 
Search do find t4at ſuch Chaffers, Wares, 
0! Merebanviles , or any part thercof', be 
not pure , lawful , and able Ciaffers, 
Wares, 92 Mercyandiſcs 3 and duly 
wought aiiz made as they ought to be, 
and that ſufficiently proved, that tizcn it ſhall 
be lawful to ſuciz Searchers to take and 
[ctze all ſuch Chaffers , Wares, and Mer- 
chandiſes , which thall ſo be found not 
good , pure , lawful, o2 able, no2 well 
wought, as a thing Fozfcit. 

The one half of the ſame Fo2teritures to 
be paid to thc iſe of our Lo2d the King, 
the other 4alf thereof to ſuch Maſtcrs o2 
Dardcns which ſo ſhall make ſearch and 
andthe fame. CG From 
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From which Statutes it 1s to be obſerved, That 
Gold or Silver that is leſs in fincnefs , or courſer 
than the aforeſaid Standard Allay , may not be 
wrought, ſhaped, or faſhioned into any ſor 
of Works, and be Sold, expoſed to Sale, Exchan- 
vcd or Bartered in any place within this Realm. 

And for the bettcr obſcrving theſe Rules (that 
thoſe ſo noble and excellent Mctals of that Allay 
may not be counterfeited , nor the people decei- 
ved in any Works made thereof, but (by being 
made up to that ſo excellent Standard) be preſer- 
ved in their due cſteem , and conſequently be 2 
ſteady means of a creditable and competent liveli- 
hood for a great number of the people of thi 
Kingdom , the perſons exerciſing the workin 
thereof, called by:the name of Gol/d(miths inha. 
biting in and about the City of Zondon, have been 
of old, and now are Incorporated by the name 
Wardens, and Company of the Myſtery of 
Goldſmiths of theCity of London; And all that 
lawfully exerciſe thatMyſtery in the ſaid City,and 
Liberties thereof, and three milcs compaſs of the 
{ame, being Free-men of that City, ought to be 
of that Company ; though many there be of that 
Myſtery, who through miſtake or deſign are Free 
of other Companies, which yet hinders not but 
that they are to al: intents and purpoſes in reſpec 
of puniſhmcnt for their falſe Works, as muchun- 
Qer the power of the ſaid Company, as their owt 
proper Members are. 

Act experience doth clearly manifeſt , that a 
well the perſons of this Trade, as of all others 
being thus divided and intermingled into ea! 
others Company, is very injurious to the ceſigr 

0! 
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of making Corporations, which was principally 
for the corretting aud preventing the making and 
ſelling any falſe, fraudulent, or inſolficien Works or 
Wares of cach Trade. | 

And although the Wardens of the Goldſmiths 
have authority to ſearch amongſt all perſons Ma- 
king, Selling, or expoſing to Sale, any Goldſmiths 
Works ia London, and three miles compaſs of the 
ſame, and to puniſh them for their fraud in thoſe 
Works, be the perſons of what Corporation they 
will: What doth this avail, when the greateſt 
part of the Members of the Goldſmiths Compa- 
ny be of other Trades , and by courle will come 
to be in the Office of Wardens; and they having 
little or no skill in that Myſtery , it 1s improbable 
they ſhould perform that Office citectuaily. 

And notwithſtanding this Corporation hath 
many By-Laws,and are authorized(as other Cor- 
porationsare) from time to time, as occafion ſhall 
be, to make othcr.good and wholeſome By-Laws 
and Ordinances, which are of excellcnt uſe for the 
more eaſic,and well governing theM=mbers there- 
of, and preventing the abuſes in their Works; yer 
this help avails little or nothing , tince thoſe that 
are not the immediate Members, arc not buund to 
obey thoſe By-Laws and Ordinances;and it would 
be unreaſonable and injurious to exact obedi- 
ence to thoſe Laws from a few Goldſmiths that 
are Free of that Company , when ſo great a num» 
ber of that Trade will be left at liberty. 

This is of great concern , and worthy the 
conſideration of thoſe in Authority , to whom 1 
humbly propoſe , whether a new Law may be 
made for remedy hereof, to this ettect, (v:iz.) 


C.2 That 
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That all and every perſon and perſons whatſoever nowy uſing 
o2 exerciſing, o2 rhat thall hereafter uſe 02 erciciſe the Trade 0; 
Pyltery of the Goldſmiths, within the City of London. and the 
{ iberties therecf, aud thee miles compaſs of the ſame City, has 
ving been bound Appzentice befo2ze the Maſter oz TWarden of 
anv Co:po:ation, Fcllowitip, 92 SCciety in the Tity of London: 
And all others of the ſaid Trade, that are oz ſhall become Free. 
men of the ſaid City, and having ſerved if pe thereto 
the ſpace of ſcven years at the leaſt, ſhall within one month af. 
ter his 02 1heir uſing 92 ererciſing the ſaid Trade 02 Myſtery, 
be admitted, and be enjoyned to take the Freedom of the City 
of London, if not already taken) and to enter themſelves into 
the Soctety 0z To2po:ation of the Goldſmiths of the ſaid City, 
and be ſubtect to all their lawful By: Laws and Dzdtnances: 
And ſhall have the ſento2ity in this, as in the Cozpozation they 
now are of. Knd in all caſes where they have paid any fine 0; 
ſum of Mouey, by rea(on of aiy Dffice in the Company they 
now are of; ſhall be diſcharged in the like caſes in this £02 po: 
ration. Andevery ſuch perion to be after ſuch entrance dilchar 

ed from all Duty to their fo: mer Company; but with this 

IJ:oviſo, That where any perſon do 02 ſhall tawfullynſe , cr: 
erciſe, 02 follow the Goldſmiths Trads toyntly with any other 
Manual Trade o: Trades; that then iuch perſon not to be com; 
ey toenterhimſelf into the Go!uſmiths Co:po:ation, unleſs 

e 09 exerciſe the Gold{miths Trade moze publickly , 02 chiefly 
above the other Trade oz Trades : but nevertheleſs to be ſub: 
iect toall the Statutes, Laws, and D:dinances made, 02 to be 
nave in reſpect of Starch, Jnſpection, Tryal , and regyls- 
tton of the Goldſmiths Wiozks, upon vain that every perſon 
tofozfeit and pay five pound foz every Month that be do uſe 0: 
exercile the ſaiv Trade of the Goldſmithg, contixary to the true 
meaning hereof. Sec an Example in the Cai of the $11k-Tor:wvers , in 
Stat. 14 Cir. 2. 15. 


To which I know it will be objeRed, that the 
bringing perſons of this Trade by f.,rce from other 
Companies into this , will not on'y rend and ſpoil 
thoſe Companies from which they are taken, 
but alſo be a means of hindering ſome, in that 
ſpeedy progrets towards the places of Honour 
they no'y expect in their preſent Corporations : 
Th- anſwer is, 

That if {ome Members of fom< Companies are 
take away, it will be prudence in thoſe Compa- 
mes to purſue the obtaining the like power to 
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bring all perſons of their Trades into the Corpo- 
ration of each reſpective Trade. 

And this will be the right ccater of the intent 
of making Corporations of Tradcs, which ought 
to be with the greateſt care p:cſirved , and pre- 
ferred before thoſe other nicctics of Scniority in 
honourable places in the ſame, whercin pcrſons 
of a contrary Trade do ſeldom, neuthcr indeed 
can they diſcharge their duty ; neither is it poſſi- 
ble, unleſs this courſe be takcn, to make a perfect 
reformation, or rcgulation in this or any other 
Trade. 

It may be furthcr objected, that the thus tran- 
ſlating perſons from one Company to another, 
will unavoidably cauſe a breach of the Oath they 
took at their making Free of their firſt Company; 
and an Oath lawfully taken is not to be violated 
by any means whatſoever : The anſwer is by 
way of Quezry. 

What if the King ſhall pleaſe for ſome defects 
inany Corporation (as enough may be) to d1{- 
ſolve the ſame , 4f the Oath be to bind and make 
no Apprentice Free but of ſuch a Corporation 
that 1s afterwards dillolved ; muſt he therefore 
by tuch Oath be barr'd from taking Apprentices, 
and ſo deprived of that ſo eminent way of ad- 
vantage : Orif the Oath be to obſerve and kcep 
theBy-Laws and Ordinances of a Company that 
is afterwards diſſolved , with which all thoſe 
Laws and Ordinances are Giflolved alſo, mult he 
be bound to perform impoſlibilities ? 0, *tis plain, 
ſuch Oaths extend no farther than thc duration 
of the Corporation that Adminilircd them, 
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For if the King with his Parliament ſhall pleaſe 
to make an ACt, that all Manual Tradeſmen ſhall 
be reduced into the proper Corporations of each 
reſpective Tradein manner aforeſaid, ſuch Law is 
a perfe<t diſſolution of ſo much of every Corpo- 
ration as reſpects the perſons ſo taken away ; and 
by conſequence a dillolution of ſuch perſons 
Oaths to them. 

And as on the one hand the Corporations would 
ſcemingly be prejudiced by taking their Members 
from them ; ſo on the other hand thoſe Corpora- 
tions would in effect receive more good, and be 
more uſeful, and more honorable than ever, by 
bringing thoſe that are their proper Members in- 
ro the ſame ; for then the deceits in the Works 
and Wares would be more eafily preventcd , and 
the pcople betrer ſerved, and all Engliſh Tradef- 
men be advanced in reputation and honor, both 
at home and abroad. 

The Wardens of the Company of Goldſmiths 
are by the two firſt, and the laſt recited Statures, 
and their Charter , entruſted , and authorifed to 
fcarch in all and cvcry place throughout this 
Realm of England, amongſt all Goldſmirhs, and 
all others trading in Gold and Silver Works ; and 
co Survey, Inſpect, and try their Gold and Silver 
Works; and to ſeize, break, and deface, all they 
do find of a worſe Allay than 1s appointed by the 
aforc-recited Statutes; and to fine the Offenders 
equa! to their offences, in all the circumſtances 
thereof, Which large and Ccoproms authority 1 
Enown to have bcen pur im practice: And for 
the Readers further knowledge of all the Power 
1nd Anthority ro them given, I refer him > the 
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Inrollment of the Patent now remaining of Re- 
cord in the Chappel of the Rolls; a true Copy 
of which faithfully rendred into Engliſh 1s here- 
unto annexed. 

And bp the ſaid Statute of 3+ Edw. 3. -. 
Jf the King do Allign aid Appoint otier 
Survcyo2s than the Warvens of the Hold- 
ſmiths (cither fo2 the whole Iiingdom, o2 
particular places) as 9ccaiion ſhall be, tuch 
other Survey02s are Xutho2iſcd bp rhai 
Statute to Search fo2, Puniſh, and Sup- 
p - the Defects in all Bold and S:[ver 

oks. 

And for the more caſie diſcovering the Workers 
and Sellers of unlawful Gold or Silver Work, 
the Statutes aforcſaid do appoint, Thar every Ma- 
ſter-Worker in Goldſmiths Work within this 
Realm, ſhall have his proper Mark, and the ſame 
Marks ſhall ſct on their Werks, before it be ſct ro 
ale. 

And that all ſuch Workers Marks (in the City 
of London, and thrce Miles compats of the ſame) 
to be known to thoſe afſhigned by the King to 
Survey their Work and Allay , that is, the IWar- 
dens of the Goldſmiths , and all other Workers 
Marks in the ſeveral places where Touches be or- 
dained, to be known to thoſe appointed there to 
Sarvey their Work and Allay , upon the ſame pe- 
nalty as is appointed for working or ſelling courſe 
Silver-work, (that 1s) to forfeit the value of the 
Silver work not marked with the Worker's Mark, 
or marked with a Mark not ſo made known, al- 
though the Silver be of the fineneſs of Sterling. 
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And by reaſon that under the general tcrm (of 
| any Goldſmith s Wares of Goldor Silver) mention d 
|: in the. Stature of 18 El:z. 15. is comprchended 
all 1/7&--work ( as Cheins, aid Lace, &c.) of Gold 
nd Silver, which cannot be marked with the 
Workers Marks (to anſwer the intent of the Law) 
cherefore our Law-Makers have put in this Pro- 
viſo in the ſaid Satute 18 E/:z, 15. viz.) toſer the 
Workers Mark to ſo much of his Work as will 
conveniently bear the ſame ; but for all other 
Goldſmiths Work, it will bear the Workers Mark 
with as much convenzency as with reaſon can bc 
deſired. 

Note , The making all Wier- work cither of 
Gold or Silver 1s the Goldſmiths Trade , by rea- 
fon the making thereof 1s by Melting and Forg- 
ing, and of the Wardens Authority to corrctt thc 
Abuſes therein, 

And for all Silver Work thar isof the moſt Emi- 
nent Account (of which are all ſorts comprchen- 

ded under the names of 

_ * Thoſe buing fo ac ® Qleileis and Harnels, 
rr btn Food that arc made im and abont 
hich are YeRle;) 1d the City of Londez , and 
the four Buc!lcs, (which Within three miles of the 
we Hapneſs;) with two ſame ) rheſe are not to be 
_ one axper OY left unto, or received upon 
PR a Gt, the Credit and Reputation 
| of the Maker thereof , by 

having only his Mark there- 

£o, Þur unon the Credit and Reputation of the 
Compaiiy , by their ſetting their Marks to thc 
me, who are ſurely the moſt likely ro coti- 
"i'C, 2:0 moſt able to give latisfaction in caſe of 
detect: 


* Thoſe bcing ſo ac- 
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defect, as 18 appointed by the ſaid Statutes, when 
the Worker and Seller may be dead, or by fcvcral 
ways diſabled to make recompence to the partics 
wronged. 

The Company of Goldſmiths conſidering that 
their Wardens are by their Chartcr, and the Sta- 
tutes aforeſaid appointed to Survey, Aſſay, and 
Mark the Silver-work, and that theſe Officers are 
yearly choſcn according to their Uſage out of 
their Members of the Afliſtants, in courſe, as 
they received their Admittance into thoſe places ; 
and that ſuch Choice ſometimes falls upon them 
that are either of other Trades, or not skill'd in 
that curious Art of making Aflays of Gold and 
Silver, and conſequently unable to make a true 
Report cf the goodneſs thereof; or elſe the ne- 
celſary Attendance therein bcing too great a bur- 
dcn for the Wardens : rherefore they have ap- 
pointed an Aſay-Maſter , called by them their 
Deputy-Warden, allowing him a conſiderable year- 
ly Sallary, and who takes an Oath to this ettect, 
(viz.) to perform that Office faithfully , accord- 
ing to the beſt of his skill, that is, tro make true 
Afſay of all Gold and Silver brought to their Of- 
tice for that purpoſe, and elſewhere, as the War- 
Jens and Company ſhall appoint, and give a true 
Report of the goodneſs or badneſs, or (as their 
rerm 1s) betterneſs, or worſeneſs of the ſame. 

They have alſo cauſed to be made (according 

tothe aforeſaid Statutes and their Charter) Pun- 
chians of Stcel, and marks at the end of them, 
both great and ſmall of theſe ſeveral ſorts fol- 
lowing, (tht is) The Leopards -1Dcant Trow: 
iced, The LyIn, and a Letter, (uu Ck 
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blem of which Marks are expreſſed in the Copper 
Cut following) which Letter 1s changed Alpha- 
berically every Year ; the reaſon of changing 
thereof is, (as I conceive) for that by the afore 
recited Statutes it is provided, That if any Silver 
Work that is worſe than Sterling be marked with 
the Companies Marks, the Wardens and Corpo- 
ration for the time being, ſhall make recompence 
to the party grieved, ſo that if any ſuch default 
ſhould happen , they can tell by the Letter on the 
Work in what Year it was Allayed and Marked, 
and thereby know which of their own Officers 
deccived them, and from them obtain over, a 
recompence. Theſe Marks are every Year made 
New for the uſe of the New Wardens, who are 
choſen, andenter into that Office about Midſum- 
mer in every ycar : And although the Aſſaying is 
referred to the Aſlay-Maſter , yet the Touch- 
Wardens looks to the Striking the Marks. 

They have alſo made in a part of their Hall, a 
place called by them their 4ſay- Office , wherein 
1s aSworn Weigher ; his duty is to weigh all Si 
ver Work into the Office, and enter the ſame 1n- 
to a Book for that purpoſe ; and alſo to Weigh it 
out again to the Owner (only four Grains out of 
every Twelve Ounces that is marked, 1s accord - 
108 to their ancient Cuſtom to be detained and 
kept for a re-aſſaying once in every Year , before 
the Lords of the Council in the Star-Chamber at 
Weſtminſter , and (there alſo) before a Jury of 
twenty four able Goldſmiths , all rhe Silver 
Works they have paſled for good the year fore- 
going. . 

In this Office is kept for publick view, a Table, 
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or Tables, artificially made in Columns (that is 
toſay) one Column of hardened Lead, another of 
Parchment or Velom , and ſeveral of the ſame 
ſorts : In the Lead Columns are ſtruck or entred 
the Workers Marks, ( which are gencrally 
the two firſt Letters of their Chyiſitan and 
Sitnames) and right againſt them in the Parch- 
ment or Velom Columns are writ and entrcd the 
Owners Names. This 1s that which is mcant in 
the before recited Statutcs, by the Expreſſion of 
making the Workers Mark known to the Sarveyors, 
or Wardens of the Craft. 


Which ſaid Wardens Duty is to ſce that the 
Marks be plain, and of a fir ſize, and ot one like 
another : And to require the thus Entring the ſaid 
Marks, and alſo the ſetting them clear and viſi- 
ble on all Gold and Silver Work ; not only on 
every Work, but alſo on every part thereof that 
is wrought apart, and afterwards Soddered or 
made faſt thereto in finiſhing the ſame. 


The reaſon for ſetting the Workers Mark oz 
every part of the Work , 1s to take away all co- 
lour of excuſe from the the Maker of falſe work, 
who might otherwiſe craftily pretend, that the 
part marked by him was good Silver - or Gold, 
and (the unmarked part being bad) that the bad 
was added by ſome body ele fince the Plate 
went out of his hand. 


Every Worker aforeſaid 1s not only obliged to 
enter his Mark on the Table aforeſaid , bur (ac- 
cording to the Companies By-Law for that pur- 
poſe, and the intent of theſe words in Statute 
2 Henry 6.14. towit, And that the Sign of 

everp 
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every Goldimith be known to the Wardeng 
of thc Craft) is at the ſame time to enter in a 
Book (kept for that purpoſe in the 4ſay-Office) 
the place of his Habitation; and if he remove to 
any other place, then to enter the ſame alloin the 
Book atoreſaid ; ſo that their Habitations may 
bealways known to the Wardens of the Craft. 

The rcaſon 1s, for that if at any time ay Gold 
or Silver Wares be fowid to be of worſe Allay 
then they ſhould be, the Worker (by his Mark ſer 
thercon) although he may not be known to the 
Party g gricved, yetby application to the Wardens, 
and by their comparing the Mark on the Work, 
to the Marks on their Table, may thereby be 
preſently diſcovercd. 

Every Worker dwelling in the City of Zendon, 
and allo thoſe in other places, whoſe Marks are 
not ſo made known, accerding to the aforeſaid 
Statutes ; that js to ſay R Thoſe Workers in the 
ſeven Touch-Towns not making their Marks 
known to the Surveyor there (that is the chief 
Magiſtrate) in the place where each Worker 
inhabits: And every Worker in Goldſmiths Work 
in London, and all other places throughout Enz- 
land , not making their Marks known as afore- 
{aid to the Wardens of the Goldſmiths, ſuch Marks 
are deemed no Marks; and the making and ſel- 
ling Gold or Silver Work whercon ſuch fraudu- 
lent Marks are ſet, is as puniſhable as the working 
and ſelling Gold or Silver work that is worſe than 
Standard as aforeſaid. 

Our Law-makers did appoint the thus ſetting 
the Marks on the Work, for the ſecureſt way to 
prevent fraud in this kind ; for if it would not 
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deer from the working and ſelling courſe Gold 
and Silver works , yet wouldit bea ſure way to 
find out the Ottenders, and to have the injured 
righted: Bur if the Marks might bc omitred, and 
the work ſhould paſs into a third owners hand, 
for the molt part it would he impoſlible to diſ- 
can one man's work from anothers ; by reaſon 
that divers Workers make all forts of work in 
ſhape ſo near alike. 

If any perſon do, or ſha!l counterfeit, or cauſe 
to be counterfeited the Companies Marks, or any 
of them, or the Workers Marks (that are made 
known to the Surveyors,or Wardens as aforeſaid ) 
on any Gold or Silver work, by any ways or 
means whatſoever , be the Gold or Silver either 


- Standard, or better, or worſe. The Counterfeit- 


ers,and the perſons cauſing the Marks to be coun- 
terfeited are puniſhable for every ſuch Offence by 
Indictment and Fine to the King ; and ſomerimes 
(as the Offence may be circumitantiated) by the 
Pillory ; after which the Company or Party whoſe 
Marks are counterfcited , may bring their Action 
againſt the Oitender, and recover the damage ſu- 
ſtained. _ 

The reafonis , for that the counterfeiting the 
Marks, is (in this Trade) of the moſt evil conſe- 
quence imaginable ; for it prevents the diſcover- 
ing the Makers of falſe and unlawful Gold and 
dilver works, and deſtroys the ſecurity, and pre- 
vets the knowiedge of good and true works ; 
and thereby puts a cheat upon the Kingdom : It 
allo diſcourageth the honeſt Goldſmith, by falſe 
and unlawful Works paſſing under his name, and 
for iis making ; and by ſuch means may bring 
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them in danger of the Pillory , and (by ſever; 
other circumſtances) of bcing undone, and maj 
bring the Corporation in danger of being diſlol. 
ved, or at leaſt put them to exceeding grea: 
charge ;3 and many more evils do attend thi: 
wicked action : therefore cannot be too ſeverely 
puniſhed. 

For the diſcovery of falſe Gold and Silver frot 
that which is good , and to know the true valut 
thereof, the manner is this: The Aſlay-maſte:. 

utsa ſmall quantity of the Silver upon tryal ( 
a Cople or Teſt) in the Fire; and when refincd to 
the higheſt degree of fneneſs, taking it out again 
he with his exact Scales that will turn with th: 
weight of the hundredth part of a Grain , com- 
putcs (by the waſte of that ſmall quantity) hoy 
muchimpurity or adulteration is in each ounce a 
pound cf the Silver from which it was taken, ant 
ſo reporteth the goodneſs or badneſs of the Golt 
or ollver. 

Here it may be expected that I ſhould give th: 
true procels (in every circumſtance) of making 
Allays by fire, as the dimenſions and manner ol 
the Furnace, and by whom they are made , and 
how to make the fre in the ſame ; and the ſort of 
Bone- aſhes, and its fineneſs, and of whom pro- 
cured, and how to temper, and make rhe ſame 
aſhes into Coples, and the dimenſions and man- 
ner of the Coples, and the juſt quantity of Sil 
ver, and alſo Lead to put on the Cople, and hoy 
to place the ſame in the fire; and of the ſeveral 
obſervations to be made on the Metal when it 
refining on the Cople, and when to take it out 0 
the fire, and of the cleaning it from all filth 6 
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knocking it with a Hammer ; and alſo of the cu- 
rious Scales, and a caſe glazed to hang them in ; 
and of what material to make a certain weight 
for the quantity of Silver to put on the Cople, and 
certain Weights of the ſeveral degrees, and the 
fine Pincers or Nippers to handle them to gage 
the Afſay, and compute by its walte or diminuti- 
on, its betterneſs or worſeneſs in the pound 
weight , when 'tis ſo refined : but this being a 
work of ſuch difficulty to perform exactly , thar 
tis impoſſible to give a clear intelligible demon- 
ſtration thereof by words only , but muſt be ac- 
quired by ingenuity in practice after fight of the 
work performed, and is a ſubjcct fit for the ſtudy 
and praCtice, not only for all Goldſmiths, but for 
all Gentlemen, to the cnd the general knowledge 
herein may the better prevent ſo great and fre- 
quent deceits in Gold and Silver works. And for 
their encouragement , note further, that Gold 
Aſſays are mannaged with the materials, and in 
the ſame manner : and after it is refined on the 
cople (as afore is mentioned of the Silver) it muſt 
be beat thin, and roul'd up looſely, and pur in 
warm ſtrong Agza-fortis , which will puritie it 
from the Silver ; and yerthe Gold will remain in 
the thin Plate, alrhough very brittle. 

In the Aſſay Office are kept Anvils, Hammers, 
Bickerns, Stakes, Vices, and all other convenient 
Tools toſtrike the Companics Marks, which ought 
to be done clear and viſible on ſuch Work that is 
Standard ; and what is worſe ought to be broken 
and-defaced, whereby thouſands of ounces of de- 
tective Silver yearly receives execution : whence 
It may be inferred , That if ſo many prone of 
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Platz and Silver work (that are brought to re. 
ceive the Companies Marks) be broken and defa. 
ced , which werc not ſuſpected by the Ownez, 
then ſurely the Silver Work never deſigned to be 
brought to be Allaycd and Marked , much more 
deſerves tn be ſo ferved. 

The faid Company hath now appointed only 
Three days in every Week, (to wit) CTucloays, 
Thurltays, and @attirdayps, (formerly eve. 
ry working day) to Ailay and Mark the Silve 
Work: | And all perſons workers in Gold and Sll- 
ver Works inthe Ciry of London, and three mile; 
of the ſame City, are now (as by Law they 
ought to be) allowed to receive the Companie; 
Marks on their Work ; for although ſome pcrſons 
arc or may be ſl aſpeCted to have no r1ghr to follow 
the Goldſmiths Trade, yet they are to be allow- 
ed the Aſſay and Touch , until they ſhall be con- 
victed upon the Statureof 5 Eliz. 4. for not ha- 
ving ſerved ſeven ycars Apprentiſhip thereto, or 
vpon the Statutes that forbids Aliens the cxerci- 
ſing any Manual Trade or Myſtery within this 
Rcaim. And in caſe of the Workers neglect to 
bring their Work to be Aſſayed and Marked , the 
Wardcns are to enforce the ſame , by going often 
on their Search ; and where they find any Gold 
or Silver Works finiſhed , and expoſed to Sale 
(amongit any Workers or Traders thercin) that 
are not marked according to Law , they are to 
ſeize and try the ſame. And although the Silver 
1s Sterling, they are to Tine the Offender for ſuch 
his unlawful neglect, ro the value of the ſame 
unmarked Work, Scz Statute 37 Ev. 3:7. be- 
forc cited. 

In 
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In the afore recited Statzrte of the 28 Fay. r. 


' Cap. 20. it is Enacted , That no manner of 


Veſſcl of Silver depart out of ific Hands of 
the Wo.kers# , until 1t be Aſſaped by thye 
Wardens of the Craft : And ſurther, That 
it be Marked with the Leopards-Head. And 
in the afore recited Statute of 2 Henry 6. 14. it 
is Enacted, That no Goldſmith no2 Jewel- 
ſer, no? any other that wozketi; Yarncis of 
Silver , thall ict anp of tye fame to ſale 
within the City of London, bcfoze thac it be 
Touched wity ths Touch , and alio with 
the Mark o2 Siqn of the Wo2liman of the 
lame. 

For the underſtanding of which, it is to be 
known, That all manner of Silvcr Work made to 
hold any liquid or other mattcr, 1s to be compre- 
hended under, and called by the general name of 
Veſſels, although in the particulars , they are cal- 
Icd by ſeveral other names : As the Coin of this 
Kingdom 1s called by the general term of Money 
but in the particular parts thereof are called by 
leveral other names, as Pence, Shillings, &c. 

Under the title or term of Harneſs, (in the ſaid 
Statute} is included all kind of Furniture for de- 
tence of Man and Horſes againſt the Enemy , as 
Swords, Buckles for Belts, Girdles, and llich like 
and alſo all other manner of wearing Initruments 
for War : which term of Harze/s, (in the ſame 
lignification as we take it , by the opinion of the 
beſt Expoſitors ) is mentioned , 2 Chron. 9. 24. 
fer. 46. 4. Exod, 12. 18. 

And that Hits for Swords are comprehended 
under the term of Harneſs , as well as gs 5 
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| for Belts 67 Girates , which may be collected by 
the Statutes 5 cn. 4.13. 3 Edw. 4.4. 1 Rich.z, 12, 
And 5 Eliz,7. thote Brck/es arc there called Har- 
| neſs, they being a marerial part of Gzrdles y 
| Belts, and necellary tc complcat the ſame for 
| Martial actions, wher. vnto they are properly de- 
| ſigned. And a G:rdle or Belt being of no uſe to 
that end without a Sword 10 be worm in the ſame. 
; and the Hilt being the chict defenſive part « 
that Weapon, the lame muſt conſequently be in. 
cluded under the term of Harneſs. 
Which granted, it muſt be concluded, That al 
Hilts of Silver, and Buckles of Silver for Girdles 
Belts, &&Cc. (bcing comprehended under the tein 
of HarneſsJare by the recited Statute of 2 Hen. 
Cap. 14. to be touched with the Touch, (tha 
iS) Aflayed and Marked by the Wardens of thi 
Goldſmiths. 
Note, Their ſo doing was anciently called th: 
| Touch ; and the Wardens that are to make the Mi: 
fays, and mark the Silvcr, arc now called th: 
Tonch-Wardens. 

By all which 'tis manifeſt, That all S:/ver Hil: 
for Swords, and Silver Buckles for Girdles or Bclii 
are not only to be of the fineneſs of Sterling, bt 
alſo Afſayed and Marked by the Wardens of th: 
Goldſmiths before they be expoſed to ſale, upor 
pain of torfeiting double the value thereof, 

From whichlI infer,(that the aforc recited 5:4: 
tute; poſitively appointing all Yeſſels and Hart 
of Silvcr to be marked with the Companie 
Marks) The Wardens would have done well, | 
(as touching Yeſcls and Harneſs) they had omit 
ic theſe Ambiguous words in their late Fen 
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(hereatter inferred) (vz.) It the laid Works 
will conveniriitly bear the ſame ; when in 
truth all the ſaid Works can and n:ult bear the 
ſame. This, the Waidcns have complicd wich, as 
by another precept by them let forth (and herein 
alſo inſerted) it ctuth appear, 

Therefore i conclude, That if the Wardens of 
the Goldimiths thall be remits in compelling (not 
only by precept, but aliy by all ocher ways, as by 
Law they are enjoyned) all Workers of Yeſſels, 
and all Workers of :s for Swords, Prckles, and 
other Harneſs of Silver in the City of London, and 
three miles off the ſame, to bring the ſame Works 
to receive their Marks as aforcliuid, it will be 
grear Imprudence in :hem.to Jay themfclves by 
{ſuch neglects open to the Law, when fo ſmall 1n- 
duſftry will preventir. 

AndI do further aver, that it any Worker (of 
Hilts for Swords, Bucklcs for Girdles or Belts,and 
other Harneſs of Silver) in Loadcs , and three 
miles compaſs of the ſame City, do wiltully re- 
tufe or neglect to bring the ſame works to receive 
the Companies Marks whn 1uch works are not 
beſpoke in extreme haſte ; ſuch perſon-worker 1s 
difatteCted to an honeſt reformation , and may 
juſtly be ſuſpected to practice thoſe deceits, which 
| hereby endeavour to ſuppreſs : And if ſuch his 
Works were frequently examined, the truth of my 
allertion would plainly appear,although his Mark 
beſet on the ſamc - And the tollerating the con- 
tempt of the Laws in this caſe, is not only a 
means to bring a light eſteem upon all, but willin 
ſhort time occation the adulteraring thc Gold- 
imiths Works as bad as ever. 
| IS. Ic 
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It is quericd by forne, whether the ſelling, ex. | 
poſing to ſale , exchanging or bartering Silver 
Works that is Sterling 3 aud the marks not ſer 
thereon (as betore is mentioned) be puniſhable by 
Law , it being no politive deceit : The anſwer 
18, 

That where a Statute commands a thing to be 
done, if the ſanie be omitted , it 18 a contempt of 
that Laiv, and prniſable , cſpccially in this caſe, 
where it may be conſidered , that although it be 
not a direct deceit , yet to omit the marking of 
good Gold or Silver work 1s of il example, and 
opens a door to deccit, for the permitting a wor- 
ker to omit the ſetting his own Mark , or the ol> 
taining the Companies Marks on his good work, 
15s to Encourage him art another time to work 
courſe Gold or Silver (which he will aſſuredly do,the 
benefir or gains is ſo bewitching) and ſince by ſuch 
omiſſion, it it be of theCompanies Marks,they will 
avoid making recompence to the party grieved; 
and if it be of the Workers Marks, the Maker 
and Seller thereof may thereby remain undiſco- 
vered, and fo avoid making ſatisfaction for his 
ceceit. 

And to encourage the ſeverity in curbing theſe 
defccts, I allert, that if the Wardens of the Gold- 
{miths, upon their Search do take ſuch unmarked, 
and therefore ſuſpected Works to their Hall , aa 
#pon trial it be faund Standard: andit by the (cra- 
ping or cutting oft Silver for the Allay, or the ſer- 
ung thereon the Companies Marks, the Work be 
injured or prcjudiced , the Wardens are nor to 
make good, nor anſ\iver for the lame, fince rhoſe 
Works were not, bctore they 1w.itc finiſhed ” 
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le, marked according to Law, but rather fine 
the Offenders for che neglect as aforetaid. 

Note, It is of great concern, that the Sramps 
be kept clean and brigar, to make the Marks ap- 
pear the more decent on the Work, an to pre- 
yent their being counterteited ; to which pur 
poſe, the 1ramp- mult be well tempered, neititer 
too hard nor too foft , ana well and finoo: h pol - 
ſhed when firſt made, andon a piece of tinea: n, 
thick, dry, tann'd Calves-Leathcr, nail on a 
ſmooth board, and ſome purty on that Learher, 
every time before and aiter the uling thy Stamps, 
rub them very well; and to make them very clean 
in the deep corners of the Marks, rut» them with 
a very fine braſs or iron Bruſh ; and torubbins the 
Marks, one while on the Putrty- Leather, anc ano- 
ther while with the bruſh , untill they be clcan 
and bright; and if you put a little clean Oylon a 
clean Linnen-cloath , and with it ſmear tlic 
ſtamps at the time of uſing them , it will make 
them wear the ſmoother , and ſharper, and koid 
the longer from breaking. 

[give thcte directions, becauſe I find the Marks 
(clpecially the Workers) are many of them io il! 
kept, and fo dull and blindly fer on the Works, 
that they can hardly be diſtinguiſhed , but ſeem 
like a botch or defeCt on the ſame. 

In the Statute of 2 Hen. 6. 14. it 1s enacted, 
That Sodder ſhall be allowed for the making up 
all Silver Wares (to wit) ſo muci} as 15 necet- 
ſary fo2 wo2king the ſamc. For the xplaining 
this word ( Neceſſary) ſee the Starute of 18 Ez. 
15. thereby the ſame quantity of Sodder is ap- 
pointed again , and furthrr Enatted , That no 
D 3 D1lver 
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Siloecr Wozk ſhall be wo?ſe in finenels than 
that of Eleven Ounces two penny weight ; 
This is to be underſtood of all the parts thereof, 
beſides the Sodder ; for when all the Work is mel 
ted together, (that 1:) the ſoddered places with 
the reſt, it will be worſe than that Allay , by fo 
much as the Sodder 1s worſe than Standard; 
therefore the ſame Statutes though darkly, yer 
by a necellary implication , limit the quantity of 
Sodder that ſhall be allowed for all Wares to a 
penny-worth in the Ounce,or a four penny weight 
in the pound , by this clauſe, no2 take above 
the rate of twelve pence fo2 every pound 
weight (that is, one pennyworth in every 


ounce) of Plate o2 Wares of Silver beſides 


the faſhion , mo2ze than the buper ſhall 0! 
may be allowed fo2 the ſame at the Queens 
Erchange o2 Mint. (That is) 

If any Silver Work being meltcd,(with the Sod- 
der thereof together) and it be more than the va- 
lue of one pennyworth in the ounce, or four pen- 
ny wc 1ght in the pound 7rep worſe than Sterlinr, 
't15 not to be allowed. 

And therefore if ſuch have only the Makers 
Mark thcreon, the Maker incurs the pena:ty of 
Paying the value of the whole Work; and if the 
!ame be allowed and marked by the Company, 
they are to make ſatisfaction to the party gric- 
VC, 
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vcr, either by a private Workman, or by the Ma- 
ſter Shop NecPer , or his delivering out Gold or 
Silvcr to his Servants, or Workmen to bc Wrought, 
ſhapea, or f.:ſlonzd, either partly or who, W nto any 
lorc of Work or W are, either by Melr1::9, Filing, 
or Harmmerimng, or Every of them, 1s, or Ty (ac- 
cording to ancient uſage , and the i intcat of the 
aforc recited Statutes) be deemed and raken to 
be the Trade of the Goldjm:: 4s. 

Every Jorker of Gold or Silver Wares as afore- 
ſaid, is by the intent of tne Law a Goldtmith, 
which appears by the faid Statute 18 Fl. 15. 
which prizcipally aimcd at the reforming the 
abuſe of making and ſeiling deccirful Gol! an:! 
Silver Works: for if the makers of that Statice id 
not intend and conclude all workers of Gol: an 
Silver Wares as atorcſaicl to be Coitimithe, and 
all Workers and Retailers of deccitiu! Gold and 
Silver Works, to be thereby puniſhable; thar Sta. 
tute (which 1s the laſt made in that caſe ) would 
be ineffectual, and the abuſe it intended to re- 
form, would notwithſtanding remain. 

Note, That the fitting or joyning any Gold- 
{mths Works, to the Works of othcr Trades; as 
a Cutler fitting or joyning Silver Caps or Verrels 
to Knife-hafts ; or his fitting or joyning Silver 
Hilrs ro Sword or Rapicr-Blades; or a Girdler 
fitting or rivetting Silver Buckles to Belts or Gir- 
les, and in all ſuch like caſes , although they 
uſe the File or Hammer in fo doing, it cannot be 
decmed or taken to be excrciling rhe Goldſmiths 
trade. And although it be working in Silver, It 
cannot be truly faid to be the Wo; -h; ing, Shaping, 0 
jaſhioning Silver into any ſort of Goldſmiths W =. "Yi 
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And in ike manner on the contrary, the fitting 
or joyning the works cither of the Cutlers orGird. 
lers Trade to the works of the Goldſmiths Trade, Ti 
Is not, nor can b-reaſo.:ably taken to be exerci» Q 
ſing either the Cutl-rs or Gi-dlers Trade. m 

Note alio, Thatin all Manual Trades, it is the 
ſhaping or faſhioning the Works thereof, that muſt Hi: 
be dezmed and taken to be following or exerciſing 
the ſame. [l 

For the d;ſtinguiſhing the proper Works belong- ti 
ing to the Goldſmiths, and other Manual Trades g 
I will give you the meaning of the word (Works) | 
and theninſtance a few Works of ſome Trades, by 
which the reſt may be known. 

To the fuſt, you are to know that the Wares of | 
any Manual Trade in the finiſh*'d form or faſhion 
thereof, or ina form or ſhape tending thereto, is, 
and may properly be deemed and taken to be the 
IVorks of ſuch Trade. | 

Toth ſecond, you are to know that all man- 
ner of Works made of Gold or Silver (as aforc- 
ſaid) are the Gold{triths Works, the Wardens of 
tat Corporation, being, (both by Statute Laws 
end their Charter) made Surveyors and Tryers 
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. thcreof, 


And all manner of WWerks made of Tin or Pew- 
er, arc the Works of the Pewterers Trade , the 
Maiter and Wardens (of that Corporation) being, 
hoth by Statute Laws and their Charter , made 
Surveyors and Tryers of the ſame. 

And ail manner of Works made of Tron or 
Stcel, or both, and ſhaped into Knives, Razors, 
<1zers, Swords, Rapiers , and all manner of Cwr- 
1ng=Iuftramens, and the varts thereto belong; 
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ing, for compleating or finiſhing the ſame, are the 
Works of the Cailers Trade, aiid fo of all other 
Trades, as they were exercilcd inthe fifth year of 
Qucen Elizaverh, and not as they are now irtcr- 
mingled. 

Which intermingling of ſeveral Trades, hath 
happened by divers perſons unlawfully exerciiing 
ſome Trades joyntly with their own proper 
Trades, and their bringing up Apprentices rhere- 
to; although ſuch Maiters were therein tranſ- 
grellors of the Law, yet their Apprentices ſerving 
ieven years thereto, may lawiully follow the 
ſame. 

And the Artiſts of any Manual Trade may 
ſhape their Works into what ſhape or faſhion they 
plcaſe , without tranſgrefſing the Statute of 
5 Eliz. 4. 

A Goldſmith may fafhion or form his Gold or 
dilver into Head-picces, Gorgets, Gantlets, Cc. 
which are in ſhape like the Works of the Armor- 
ers Irade. And 

A Goldſmith may form or ſhape his Gold or 
Silver into Flagons, Tankards, Candleſticks Por- 
ringers, &'c. which are in ſhape like the Works of 
the Pewterers Trade. 

He may ſhape his Gold or Silver into Fireſho- 
vels, Tongs, Andirons, Locks, or Hinges. Cc. 
which are like the Works of the Blackſmiths 
Trade, And 

He may ſhape his Gold or Silver into Hilts, Po- 
mels, Chapes , &c. which are in ſhape like the 

Works of th< Cutlers Trade. 
_ Anda Cutler may form and ſhape tis Knives, 
*12ErS , Razors , Sword or ng gy 1-6, 
om- 
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Pommels, Chapes, and the parts belonging to a 


Sword, into what form or faſhion he pleaſeth,; 
but he muſt always make them of the eral pro- 
per to their Trade, 

And although it be the Goldſmiths Trade to 
ſhape their Works in likeneſs to the works of th: 
Pewtcrers or Cutlers Trade; yer it muſt not be 
with Pewter or Tin, or Iron, or Steel , bur with 
Gold or Silver. 

And although it be the Pewtercrs Trade to 
form or ſhape their Works in likeneſs to the 
Works of the Goldſmiths Trade ,. yet it mult be 
with Pewter or Tin, and not with Gold or $1lve, 

And aitheugh it bc the Cutlers Trade to ſhape 
their Works or Inſtruments of Cztting into what 
ſhape or faſhion they pleaſe; yet it muſt be with 
Iron, or ſteel, or both ; and ſuch other matter for 
the appurtenances (as wood for the handle, arid 
wood and leather for the ſcabbards and ſheaths, 
&c.) as werein thoſe caſes uſed in the fifth year 
of the Queen , and not with Gold or Silver ; on- 
ly they have and do of late buy Gold and Silver 
Wier of the Goldſmith for adorning their 5yord 
and Rapier handles, and in-laying the Works ap- 
pertaining thereto. 

But when the Gentry and people fanci:d the 
wearing Hilts, ©c. of Gold or Silver, thcy be- 
ſpoke and bought them of the Goldſnuths, and 
what Cutlers works were neceſlary to bc joyned 
thereto, thcy bought of the Curlers, an th 
nr ocured them to be joyncd together. 

And tis well known that the Cutlers did 1 
hercroforc until within the laſt thirty years, £} 
a Silver or Go!d Hiir, or any other Goldimiths 
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works in their Shops, except the Gold and Silver 
Wier as aforeſaid : Neither did they intermeddle 
with buying or ſelling the ſame , but ſuch works 
were wholly confined among the Goldſmiths. 

Neither have the Cutlers Corporation any Au- 

thority either by Patent or Statute-Law , to in- 
{teft, try, or regulate the Works of Goldor Silver, or 
ro puniſh the abuſes therein, Therefore the work- 
ing Gold or Silver into works (be it of any ſhape 
or faſhion whatſoever) is not the Cutlers Trade. 

And if a Cutler ſhall buy a ſilver Hilt, or other 
Goldſmiths Work, and joyn the ſame toa Sword 
or Rapier Blade, or the like; no more thereof is 
to be accounted the works of this proper Trade 
than what 1s within the juri{diCtion of the Maſter 
and Wardens of the Cutlers to ſearch for, try, 
and regulate: And not any part thercof that is 
within the juriſdiction of the Wardens of the 
Goldſmiths, to ſurvey, try, and regulate. 

And if a Goldſmith ſhall joyn a Sword or Ra- 
pier-blade or any other Cutlers work , to a Silver 
Hilt, or any other Goldſmiths Works, ſuch doing 
of the Goldſmith cannot be (in reaſon accounted) 
the exerciſing the Cutlers Trade ; it being only 
zoyning the works of one Trade to the works of 
another Trade ; and is, and hath been frequently 
practiſed, not only by the Taylors joyning Plate- 
Luttons to a Garment;and aCabinet-Maker joyn- 
'ng Silver hinges,and other Goldſmiths works to a 
Cabinet ; and a Girdlecrs joyning Silver Buckles ro 
Girdles or Bolts, bur alſo in divers others Trades : 
35a Smith or Carrenter joyning Hinges, Barrs, 
11d Cramps of lron (which are Works of rhe 
vackſmiths Trail } to Works of the Carpenters 

Trade : 
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Trade ; and an Upholſterer joyning the works 
ſeyeral Trades to cach other, and was never ac. 
counted to be the excrciling any of them, neithe 
a tranſgrefling the ſaid Statute 5 Eliz: 4. 

And to ſuppoſe that the joyning «the works 
one Trade tothe works of another Trade, is the 
following or exerciſing any of thoſe Trades, ac. 
cording to the ſaid Statute of El:z. there 1s the 
ſame reaſon to ſuppoſe that a perſon having ſer. 
ved ſeven years Apprentifhip to a Taylor or a Cx 
binct maker, or any cther Trade, (to the work 
whereof arc joyned ri: works of the Goldſmith; 
Trade) may after ſucii Apprentiſhip lawfully fol 
low ad excrciſe all or any part of the Goldſinith 
Trade; and that a perſon having ſerved ſcver 
years Apprentiſhip to the Carpenters Trade, may 
lawfully tollow and exerciſe the Blackſmith: 
Trade; anda perſon having ſerved ſeve: vear: 
Appr-ntiſhip to the Blackſmiths Trade, may law 
tally follow and exerciſe the Carpenters Trade: 
and a perſon having ſerved ſeven years Apprentr 
ſhip to the Trade of an Upholſter , may Iavvtully 
excrcite and follow either the Joyners, or $m'ths, 
or Brafiers, or Turners, or Weavers, or Gilders 
Trade, they frequently joyning the works of eve- 
ry of theſe Trades tocach other. Bur theſe ſup- 
poiitions are utterly falſe, and the unrcaſonable- 
neis and unpracticablencts rhereof is viſible to 
every capacity. 

From all which I inter, that neiher the buy 
12g and ſelling the works of any Manual Trail: 
nor the joyning the works of one Manual Trad 
tothe works of anther, is intended by rhe Sta. 
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Every perſon having ſerved ſeven years Ap- 


prentiſhip, or as an Apprentice, (to any perſon 


that did before, and during the ſaid term follow 
the Goldſmiths Trade as aforcfaid) fuch perſons 
and their Apprentices (and none other) may law- 
fully follow or exercife the ſame, See the Statute 
5 Eliz. Cap. 4 

The branch thereof touching this point is ver- 
batim as followeth, (v:z.) 

And be it further Enacted, by the Au- 
thozitp afo2cſatd , That aftcr thc firſt da 
of May nert coming, it ſhall not bc lawfu 
to anp pcrſon 902 verſions (ot:rr rizan inch 
ag now do lawfullp uſe o2 cxecciſe any Art, 
Myſterp,o2 Manuai Occupation) to lctup, 
occupy, uſe 02 exerciſe any Craft, Myſtery, 
0: Manual Occupation , now uſed or occu- 
pied within this Realm of England or Wales (exs 
cept he ſhall have been b2ought up therein 
ſeven pears at the lcaſt as an App?entice 
in manner and fo2m aboveraid ; no?2 to ſet 
any pcrſon on wozk in ſuch Myſterp, Art, 
02 Occupation, (being not a Wo:kman at 
this dap) except he ſhall have been Ap- 
pcatice as 18 afo2eſatd, o2 clſe Having fcr- 
ved as an App2entice as 18 afo2cſard, ſhall 
0 will become a Journeyman, 02 hired bp 
the pear, upon patrn that every pcrſon wil- 
linglp offending , o2 doing the contrary, 
hall fozfeit a1id loſe io2 cvcrp vcfanlt forty 
hillings fo2 every monrh, | 

he meaning of the ſaid Branch more fully to 
(11s purpoſe is thus, (viz) | 

To makc a man lawfu'ly capavic ay 

| ow 
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iow the Goidſmiths Trade, He muſt hay 
ſerved icven pears Appentithip , oz ag a 
Appzenticc (cvcn pears to aperſon that dj 
befo:c (uci Appzentiſhip (and alſo durim 
that term) follow the Goldſmiths Tra} 
as afo:cſaid, openly, commonly, and bp put 
lick P2ofeſſion make and ſell Goldſmiths Work 
and not p2ivaticly Þp ſtealth. 

An Information was brought in the Xings-Zen; 
at Wefminſter in Hillary Term, the 27 of Kin 
Charles II. againſt H. H. for exerciſing the Gol 
ſmirchs Trade, (not having ſerved ſeven years 4; 
prentiſhip thereto) contrary to the ſaid Statutec 
Eliz, one witneſs on the Defcndants part teſj 
ficd his fervice ſeven years ; but the Lord Chit 
Juſtice Hale gave direction to the Jury, that un 
le{s it be proved that the Detendants Maſter : 
make and fell Goldſmiths works ſome confide: 
able time bufore the Defendant became his 4; 
prenticc, thcy muſt find for the Plainritf; it bcir 
ſtrongly ſuggeitcd , that inſtead of the Maſt 
reaching the Dcicndant , he the Apprentice. 
teach the Mutter to make Silver Hilts, and oth 
GolJim:;ths worts; and that the Defendants 
prentiſhip was oniy for colour to his followingt: 
Goidinicths Trade : but UPON othcr teſtimonies lc 
the Defundant, the Plaintitiſ:;ttered a Non-ſuit 

The intent of the Statute tor confining perſor 
to ſeven ycars Apprentiſhip to follow thoſe M: 
nual Trades, 1s this, (to wit) that they may ! 
all probability be skilful,and the better Workm# 
and by conſequence make all their works t. 
more d&recnt and ſerviceable : And although ſon 
are very botchers that have bcen brought up 
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ſuch Apprenriſhips; and ſome good Work-men 
that never were ſo inſtructed, which are rarities, 
and do happen but ſeldom , yet very common it 
is, and well known that pcrſons bc come curicus 
Artiſts in thoſe Trades wherein they arc fo brought 
up, that otherwiſe would not be 0. 

Wherefore if this Branch of the Statuic ſhould 
be repcaled, or made of nouſe by not being ia- 
voured in the Courts where Caſes thereon ſhall 
happen to be tryed , it will not only be confſider- 
able loſs, and diſcredit tothe people of this King- 
dom by bad workmanſhip, but alſo much diſcou- 
rage the putting Children or Youth to ſcrvec ſeven 
years to ſuch Trades for a way of livelihood, 
when every botcher may without {uch ſcrvice fol- 
low them at plcalurc. 

And thofe that would otherwiſe be curious Ar- 
tiſts, will be diſcouraged ſo to be , by foreſecing 
a neceſſity to ſell their works at the prices, for 
which the botchers ſell theirs, or have none or vc- 
ry little Trade. 

And although this holds not true in the gene- 
ral, ſome wearing or uſing buyers being ſo skiltul 
tocnuſe good workmanſhip, and refuſe the bad, 
or give a futable price for either ; yet certain It 18, 
thatill workmanſhip is not ſufficient puniſhment 
In 1t (elf to the maker, by not having vent, for 
the greateſt part of the wearing or uſing-Buyers 
having very little orno skill, do take all ſorts of 
works upon that little skill they have, or upon the 
commendartian of the ſeller, (who certainly will 
not diſparage,nor ſpeak any thing that may leſlen 
the eſteem of the tame ) and thus are deccived, 
when a dre obſervine the Laws would prevent it. 

Note, 
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iow the Goldſmiths Trade, He muſt hat | 
ſerved icvcn pears Appeentitſhip, 02 as; | 
Appcnticc (cvcn pcars to aperſon that d : 
befo2e (uclh Appzentiſhip (and alſo duri; 
that tcrm) follow the Goldſmiths Tra) 
as afo:cſaid, openly, commonly, and bp put 
lick P2ofeſſion make andſell Goldſmiths Wor 
and not p2ivaiclyp vp ſtealth. 

An Information was brought in the Kings-Ben 
at Wef#minſter in Hillary Term, the 27 of Ki 
Charles II. againſt H. H. for exerciſing the Gol 
ſmirhs Trade, (not having ſerved ſeven years 4 
prentiſhip thereto) contrary tothe ſaid Statute: 
Eliz, one witneſs on the Defendants part tek 
ficd his fervice ſeven years ; but the Lord Chi 
Juſtice Ze gave direction to the Jury, that u 
le{sit be proved that the Defendants Maſter 
make and fell Goldſmiths works ſome conſid 
able time bufore the Defendant became his 4 
prenticc, thcy muſt find for the Plainritf z it bi 
ſtrongly ſuggeitcd , that inſtead of the Mak: 
reaching the D:{cndant , he the Apprenrticec 
tcacit the Maſter to make Silver Hilts, and oth: 
Goldimithts works; and that the Defendants 4 
prentifhip was on:y for colour tohis followingt 
Goldimichs trade ; but upon other teſtimonies 
the Defuncant, the Plaintitifi;tiered a Non-ſuit 

The inrcnt of the Statute tor confining perſo 
to ſeven ycars Apprentifhip to follow thoſe Mt: 
nual Trades, 1s this, (to wit) that they may. 
all probability bc skilful,and the better Workm? 
and by conſequence make all their works t 
more accent and ſerviceable : And although lor 
are very botchers thar have been brought up 
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ſuch Apprentiſhips ; and ſome good Work-men 
that never were ſo inſtructed, which are raritics, 
and do happen but ſeldom , yet very common it 
is, and well known that pcrſons bc come curicus 
Artiſts in thoſe Trades wherein they arc {o brougkc 
up, that otherwiſe would not be {o. 

Wherefore if this Branch of the Statute fhould 
be repcaled, or made of nouſe by not being ia- 
voured in the Courts where Caſes thereon ſhall 
happen to be tryed , it will not only be confſider- 
able loſs, and diſcredit tothe people of this King- 
dom by bad workmanſhip, but alſo much diſcou- 
rage the putting Children or Y outh to ſ{crve ſeven 
years to ſuch Trades for a way of livelihood, 
when every botcher may without fuch ſcrvice fol- 
low them at plealurc. 

And thoſe that would otherwiſe be curious Ar- 
tiſts, will be diſcouraged ſo to be , by forefecing 
a neceſſity to ſell their works at the prices, for 
which the botchers ſell theirs, or have none or vc- 
ry little Trade. 

And although this holds not true in the gene- 
ral, ſome wearing or uſing buyers being fo skilful 
tochuſe good workmanſhip, and refuſe the bad, 
or give a futable price for either ; yet certain It 1s, 
thatill workmanſhip is not ſufficient puniſhmear 
it felt tro the maker, by not having vent, for 
the greateſt part of the wearing or uſing-Buyers 
having very little or no skill, do take all forts of 
works upon that littic skill they have, or upon the 
commendation of the ſeller, (who certainly will 
not diſparage,nor ſpeak any thing that may leſſen 
the eſteem of the tame ) and thus are deccived, 
when a dne obſervine the Laws would prevent it. 

Note, 
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Note, That thoſe who have been Apprentices 


in Londen for ſeven years to any Trade (whether 
Manual or other) and made Free of that City, 


may uſe any other Trade in the ſame City , that 
is , leavc oft the Trade which they ſerved unto, 
and follow any othcr Buying or Selling Trade; 
but not a Manual Trade intended by the Statut, 
5 Eliz. 4. Neither may they exerciſe or folloy 
two Trades at one time, unleſs having ſerved fe. 
ven ycars Apprentiſhip to them joyntly together: 
And if they leave off tuch complext-Trades, they 
may not take up or follow bur one other Buying 
and ſclling-Trade at one time. This 1s by the an- 
cient cuſtom (of the City) in being long before 
that Statute was made. 

And for preventing the miſtake upon the Caſ: 
of 7o\n Tolley, Hill. 12 fac. in Banco rep. and Bul- 
rod, 1.190, 191. it may be obſerved, that the 
ſaid Tolley having ſerved ſeven years to a Wool. 
packer in London, and being made Free of that 
City, leaveth that Trade , and betaketh himſelt 


to the Trade of an Upholſterer , which 1s only a' 


Buying aid Selling Trade, and not a Manual 
Trade, comprehended in the ſaid Statute. 

Every one, before that Statute, might by the 
Common Law follow what Trade he pleaſed (o 
was capable of) except in London, and the Liber 
ties of the ſame: the cuſtom whereof, 1n the caſe 
of Manual Trades (as aforeſaid) being long be- 
fore that Statute was made, ſo well approved, 
that it became the pattern for the reſt of the 
Kingdom, and all were by a Law, confined to ob- 
ſerve and keep that fo long expericnced whole- 
{ome Cuſtom of the City of Londox. 


— 
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So that neither by that caſe, nor any other, can 


| itbe proved thatany perſon may follow or exer- 


ciſe in London, or elſewhere, any Manual Trade, 
comprehended in the ſaid Statute, that hath not 
been brought up ſeven years as an Apprentice 
thereto as aforeſaid. 

Note , That though an Infant may voluntarily 
bind himſelf an Apprentice, and if he continue 
an Apprentice for ſeven years, he may at that ſe- 
yen years end have the benefit and uſe of his 
Trade ; and no Covenant of an Apprentice-In- 
fant will bind him for longer term of Apprentiſhip 
than ſeven years. 

This is to be underſtood of all Apprentices 
bound before the Juſtices of the Countics, in ſuch 
places where all perſons by the Common Law 
(before the Statute of El:z.) might exerciſe and 
follow what Manual Trade they pleaſed without 
ſerving Apprentiſhip thereto. 

But that holds not where the cuſtom of any 
Corporation is otherwiſe, as 1n Londoz it was (be- 


' fore that Statute, and now 1s) that no perſon 


ſhould exerciſe any Manual Trade therein, unleſs 
he ſhall have ſerved ſever. years Apprentiſhip 
thereto at the leaſt And that an Infant of a com- 
perent age, as either of 11, 12, 13, 14. Years or 
more, having bound himſelf an Apprentice by 
Covenant of Indenture for cight or nine years, or 
more, and ir be inrolled before thc Officer (as the 
Chamberlain in London) appointed for that pur- 
poſe, that ſach his Infant-Covenant ſhould be 
good, and oblige him to ſerve out that time, be- 
lore he ſhould have the benefit and uſe of his 
Trade, or be freed from his Maſter. 

E This 


_— 
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This Cuſtom of London is the Common Law 
London, and will ſtand good againſt the Commer 
Law of the Kingdom, there being no Statute 
that controuls, but many that confirms 1t : Ant 
an action thereon will hold in any Court againf 
any Apprentice ſo bound, and inrolled, that ſhal 
go from his Maſter after fevcn years end (with. 
out his conſent) before the expiration of the re- 
| ſidue of the term in his Indentures , and ſatable 
SY damage will be recovercd. 

Note alſo that the Covenants of Apprentiſhi 
of any perſon under twenty one years of agt' 
will not bind him,(bur is utterly void in Law)ur 
leſs it be inrolled, before the Chamberlain of Loy 
don, or the Juſtices in the Countics, or the Officer 
in Corporations, according to Law and Cuſtom, 

Note further that Alicns (that 1s, thoſe bon 
out of the Kings Dominions , and of Parent 
our of rhe Kings obedience) not made Denizen 
are ditabled by our Laws to follow (as Maſters 
the Goldſmiths Trade, although they have bee 
brought up ſeven years, as Apprentices thereto, 
Se- the Decree made in the Star- Chamber the 
Twcnticth day of February, in the 20. Year 0 
Heury NWI. and confirmed by Stat. 2 1 Hen.8. 16. 
the Lranch thereof to this purpoſe is verbatin 
thus, (viz.) 

And alſo it 1s further Decrced, That nt 
Dkranger, Artificer, 02 Yandicraftſ-man, 
bo2n out of our Obeyſance (not being a Ve 
nizcn) which at the day of the making 0 
this Deere 18 not a Houſholder within 
this our Nicaim, o2 krepeth any Shop !: 
Shop 5 vtzin the ſaid Citp aud St:burbs 

0. 
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02 any other City, Town, o2 Burrough 
within this our ficalm, thall from that day 
fozward ſet up o2 keep any {zouſc, Shop, 02 
Chamber within our City of London, Su- 
burbs , 02 Parithcs befoze rehearſed; 02 
within any other City, Town, 2Burrough, 
02 Village within this our Hralm,wherein 
he ſhall crerciſe and p2acice any Yandi- 
craft 02 Mpſtcrp, upon pain 10 imur ,, and 
run into ſuch Penaltics as be contained in 
the Statutes befo2e this time made and 
Enacted. 

The Penaltics referred to, by the ſaid Decree 
and Statute , 1s mentioned m a branch of the 
Statute I Rich. 3.9, which is verbatim thus, viz. 
_ MWozcover, That no perſon not bozn un- 
der the Kings Obepſance,as beſo2eis ſaid, 
thall exerciſe o2 occupy any Yandicraft, 02 
the Occupation of any Yandicraftſ-man m 
this Kcalm of England ; but that all ſach 
perſons, which after the ſaid Feaſt of Ea- 
ter ſhall come into this calm , every of 
them ſhall depart into thcir own Country 
again , o2 clſe be Servants to ſuch of the 
Kings Subjcas only, as be expert and 
cunning in ſuch Fcits, Arts, and Crafts, 
which the ſaid Stranger can occupy, upon 
pain of fo2feiture of all their gods , which 
hall come and dwell in this Kcalm contra- 
ryto this Ac, in whoſe hands ſocver thep 
Hall be found, 

Note, That all Aliens and Denizens, are by 
the »tarute 5 E1iz. 4. forbidden the uſe of any 
Handicratt Trades, named or intended by that 
E 2 Sta- 


* an 
wW—_ a 4 ACS Ebcacfua 4 


-2 A Tonch-ſtone fo2 


Statute , that have not been Apprentices thereto 


ſeven years, or ſerved as Apprentices ſeven years 
within this Realm, upon the (aid penalty. See for 
this Hatton, 132. fenk. Cent. 7. Caſe 15. 

The one halt of whicy Fozfeitures in the 
caſe of Aliens keping houſe, &c. appointed 
by the ſaid Statute, 1s to be to the King; 
the other half to him o2 them that will ſeize 
the ſame, o2 purſue fo2 theſame by Acton 
of Debt, by Bill at the Common Law, by 
Bill o2 plaint aftcr the Cuſtom of the Ct: 
tp 02 Town where ſuch Fincs, ANT, 
92 enaltics hereafter ſhall fall and be: 

nd that the Defendant in anp ſuch Action 
ſhall not be admitted to wage o2 do his 
Law, no2 no Pzotecion no2 Eſſopn of the 
Kings Service ſhall be allowed foz any 
ſuch Defendant in the ſame, x Rich. 3. 9. 

And in the caſe of Apprentices , upon the Sta- 
tute of 5 Eliz. 4. The one half of all Fo; 
feitures and Penalties exp2eſt and mer 
tioned therein, (other than ſuch as are ex- 
p2eſlp otherwiſe appointed) ſhall be to the 
Qucens Majeſty , her Heirs and Succeſ 
{02s ; theother Moitety to him o2 them that 
will (ne fo2 the ſame in anp of the Queens 
Majeſties Courts of HKecozd, o2 befoze any 
of the Juſtices of Oyer and Terminer, 02 be 
foe anp other Juſtices oz P2eſident and 
Countel befoze remembzed , by Action 8 


Debt, Jnfo2zmation , Bill of Complaint, 


o2 otherwiſe ; in which Actions o2 Suits 
no rs, wager of Law o2 Efſoin ſhal 
be allowed. _ 


| 
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And that the ſaid Juſtices , o2 two of 
them , whereof one to be of the Quorum, 
and the ſa1d P2cſidents and Councels as is 
afozeſaid; And the ſaid MYapyozs o2 othcr 
head Officcrs of Cities oz Towns Co2po- 
rate, ſhall have ſull Power and Autho21tn 
to hear and determine all and cvern Of- 
fence and Ofcnces , that ſhall be commit- 
ted 02 done againſt this Eſtatute,o! againſt 
any b2anch thereof , as well upon Jndic- 
ment to be talien befo2e them in Seſſions of 
the Pcace, as upon <Jnfo2mation , Acion 
of Debt,o2 Bill of Complaint to be Sucd 02 
Exhibited by any perſon:and ſhall and map 
by virtue hereof make p2oceſs againſt the 
Defendant, and award Erecution , as in 
any other caſe they lawfully map by anp 
the Laws and Statutes of this Kealm : 
And ſhall pearlp iu Michaelmas-Term, cer- 
tifie by Eſtreat , the Fines and Foxfeitures 
of everp the Offences contained in this E- 

atute , that ſhall be found befoze them, 

nto the Court of Exchequer in like ſo2zt and 

foom as thep be bound to certifle the 
Eſtreats fo2 other Offences and Fozfei- 
tures to be loſt befoze them , anp thing in 
this Statute contained to the contrary not- 
withſtanding. 

Now as I have ſhewn ſome reaſons for the ma- 
king that branch in the Statute for confining 


; Perſons to ſeven years Apprentiſhip to follow the 


Manual Trades, ſol think it neceſſary to give 
you the reaſons for making the Laws againſt Ali- 
ens, following (as Maſters) any Manual Trade 

E 3 with- 
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within this Realm ; which reaſons are amply ſe 


down , both in the Preamble of the afore-men- 
ticncd Decrce, and in the ſaid Statute of x Rich, 
3. 9. Tholc in the Statute are verbatim thus, v:z, 

A8o2:cover a great numbcr of Artificers 
and other Strangers not bo2in under the 
Kinns Obeyſance, do daily reſo2t and re: 
pair tothe Litn of London, and toothcr Ct 
tics, Dn:roughs , and Towns of tic ſaid 
Ncalm, much mo2e than they were wont to 
do 1n ti1nc3 paſt, and inhabit by themſelves 
in the ſaid Nealm with their Wives, Chil 
d2cn, and Youtſhold , and will not take up: 
on them any labozrous Occupation ; as 
going to Plow, o2 Cart, and other like by 
ſineſs , but uſe the making of Cloth , and 
other Handicrafts, and eaſic Occupations; 


and b:ing and conven from the parts bc. 


pond the Sea great \{ubſtance of Wares 
and WPerchandizes to Fairs and Markets, 
and all other places of this ficalm at their 
pleaſurc; and there ſell the ſame , ag wel 
by Hefail ag otherwiſe; as freefp as am 
of the Litiigs Subjects uſe to $0, to th 
nreaf nammage and 1nnpoveriſhinent \ 
tic tings ſaid Subjeas, 

And will in no wiſe ſuffer no2 take aw 
of the Kings ſaid Subjects to wo2k wit! 
them , bur they take onlſp into their Sc! 
vice, pcrople bomn 1n tyzeir own Countre) 
whereby the Kings ſaid Subjcas fo? lat 
of Occupation fall into idlcncſs ,, and\ 
Thicvcs. 25eggars, Vagabonds, and pt! 
9c of vicious living , to the great pi 

turvalt 
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turbance both of the Xing and a:! his 
licalm. 

And when rhe Merchants, Arrificers, 
and Strangcrs befo2e renearicd have gaty- 
cd within this Tlicalin , by During aun 
Sclling, o: by ſuch caſie Occupations and 
Dandicrafts , great ſubſtance of Gods, 
with the ſame ſubſtatice thep go oitt of this 
ſaidficalm, to ſuch parts bepond th: Sea, 
as them lilietiz beſt , and there fpend rizc 
ſame goods oftentimes amongſt tio Kiigs 
Adverſlarics and Encmics , to the great 
damage of our Dovercign LZ02d the fiing 
and his Subjeas , and impovcritl,ing of 
this icalm, and the Commons of rye ſame, 

And ſo by the occaſion of the p2cmiſſes, 
the ſubſtance of the *Jnhabitants 1u the 
ſaid Cities, Burroughs , and Towns now 
of late hath fallen , and daily doth fall 
into great poverty and decay , to their 
great undoing ; unleſs the liings gracious 
aid be tothem in this behalf ſhewed. 

Thereafons in the afore recited Decrce made 
In the 20 Hey. 8. are verbatim: thus, (v/z.) 

Where of latc our true aud fait;;ful Sub- 
jets , Artificers , and Yandicrattſ-men, 
bom under our Obepſance, inhabiting 
within our Citp of London,and the Suburbs 
of the ſame, exhibited unto us a lamenta- 
ble Bill of Complaint ; containing , that 
notwithſtanding many good and neecfſary 
Statutes, and As of Parliament have 
ben publiſhed, o2dained, and made; and 
cſpectallp one in the firſt year of King Ri- 
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chard the Third ; and the other being mad! 
in the firſt pear of the Keign of our deareſ 
Father of noble Memozy, Henry VII. lat: 
King of this ficalm; and in tie 14. an 
5. pear of our ficign , concerning Dtran: 
gers, Artificers , and Handicraftſ-men 
bo2n out of our obepſance , uſing and exer 
ciſing Yandicrafts within this our UKcaln 
of England, ag well fo2 the reſtraining 
the exceſſive number, and unreaſonable be 
haviour of the ſame Dtrangers Artificcrs, 
bo2n out of our Qbepſance ; which by con 
tinual reſo2t and repair into this our ſaid 
Kealm, daily increaſed, to the great dc 
triment of our own Natural Subjeas Ar 
tificers of the ſame Yandicrafts and Wy: 


ſteries 1 and of other ſund2y inconvenien-- 


cies ; by occaſion that divers of the ſaid 
Subjeds fo2 lack of Occupation fall into 
Idlencſs. 


As alſo fo2 the Kefo2zmation of ſundy 


deceits and falſhoods, p2actiſed by the ſatd- 


Strangers Artificers in the ſaid Handi 
crafts, to the great dammage and loſs 
us, and of all our ſaid natural Subjes. 
The ſatd Strangers Artificcrs, nothing 
pondering 02 dzcading the ſaid Statutes, 
ne the pcnalties in the ſame contained and 
exp2eſſed, ceaſe not contemptuouſiy ag wel 
to abuſe theſatd Statutes , and moſt part 

entirelſp to infringe and b2eak the ſame. 
And to accumulate from time ko tin: 
moze Offences and Enozmities as well © 
gatinſt ouy Pzerogative, as to the ow 
men 


NE EPI TOTO ITT OT oe Mm _232_ * {= 


Gold and Silver Wares, 57 


ment of the Commonwealth of this our 
Kealm , and our loving Subjcas of the 
ſame ; 02 when anp ſcareh ſhall be made 1n 
every Handicraft within anp Citp, Town, 
o2 Burrough CONRare, within our ſaid 
fiealm , bp our ubjces , the ſaid War- 
dens and others o2dained by the ſaid laſt 
Ac of Handicraftſ-men, within any City, 
Town , 02 Burrough-Cozpozate , and an 
Houſholder-Stranger , bo2n out of our O- 
bepſance, inhabiting within our ſaid City, 
Town, 02 Burrough-Co2pozate, uſing any 
Handicraft, be he Dentz3cn , 02 not Dent- 
zen ; the ſaid Stranger being a Youtſhol- 
der, asB befozets ſaid, being lawfully war- 
ned and required thercunto, acco2ding to 
the ſaid At, either will refuſe to do his du- 
tpthcrein , 02 elſe he will give ſecret warn- 
ing thereof to his B2eth2en of the ſaid 
Crafts. 

I thep have not onlp conveped 
and hid all thetr unlawful, untrue, ſubril and 
deceitful Wares, which they untruly, ſubtilly, and 
unſubſtanrially , and deceitfully have made, and 
daily make and utter to our Subjects at er- 
celive and unreaſonable p21ces, to the great 
detriment and dammages of our ſaid Dub- 
jeas, but alſo their Servants and App?en- 
tices thep have hid from the knowledge of 
the ſaid Wardens , when any ſuch ſcarch 
hath happened to be made. 

nd ſo thep defraud the ſame good and 
honozable Statute and A; ſo that therc- 
of nolawtful puniſhment could, can, might, 
02 
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o2 mayenſue acco2ding tothe tcno2,pitrpo!t 
and effect of the ſaid Dtatute, but they con 
temn, deſpiſe, and (ct at naught the ſain; 
whereby, and bp the other unlawfiil means 
afo2cſaid, they dailp increaſe in great ti 
ches, and ingreat multitude in numbers 
&F Dtrangecrs, Yandicraftſ-men bo2n out 
of our Obepſance. 

And when they have gathered much Ni: 
checs and Yonep, they againſt our Laws 
convcy the ſame Wonep over tye Dea. 

And thcn they alſo go over the Sca into 
thetr own Countries, and tizcre purchaſe 
them Lands and Tcnements with part 
thercof; and with the riſidue of the ſame 
thep live thereby ; and ſomctimes they con: 


vert part thcrcot to the uſe of our Enemies. 


And ſo as well our poo2 Subjects, Cod: 
waincrs,and all our Subjects Yandicrattſ 
men, bo:2n within our Obepſance, by th: 
means afo2cſatd be \oze impoveriſhed , mi 
niſhed, and almoſtuttcrly decaped ano dc- 


ftroyed ; and many of them fo2 lack of Oc: 


cupation in the ſaid Yandicrafts, be con 
ſtrained to live 1n idlencſs ; by occaſron 
whereof they do continuallp fall to Theft, 
AJurder , and other great Offcnces ; and 
conſequently in great numbers bc put to 
death by our Laws, as we be info2med. 

Which reaſons, if well confidered, and compa- 
red with the preſent grievances of our Manual 
Tradeſ-men, their concition will appear to be as 
bad as then, or rather worlſe. 


The | 
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The nature of their prcſent caſe is thus, The 


poorer {ort of Alicns or all ſorts of manual Trades, 


not able to live 1n their own Countrey, and others 
of them of extravagant diſpoſitions, have and 
do daily come into this Realm ; and inſtcad of 
becoming Houſhold-ſervants to our atives-Arti- 
ficers, (which is allowed by our Laws, and the 
Laws of Nations to each of them for onc month 
at one place , for their ſuſtenance as Travellers) 
do ſettle at firſt in private corners,and in Garrets, 
and ſuch like places, and chiefly in the out- parts 
of this City , and then for thcir preſent ſuſte- 
nance, by one means or othcr, with extraordina- 
nary neceſſitated-diligence, they make Works, 
and then about with it they go, ſometimes to the 
Gentry, and ſometimes to the Native-Tradeſ- 
men-Shop-kcepers, and the ſame works do ſell 
for Icfs profit than they could afford them , did 
they live like men, 

The reaſon thereof 1s, for that they know they 
tranſgreſs our Laws, and cannot withſtand the 
ſeverity of them , unleſs by ſuch their cheap ſel- 
ling they get favour amongſt ſome i1/-minded Na- 
tives that vale not the ruiue of the pablick, ſo they 
can advance their preſent private benefit. 

And when got into a way of Trade, they make 
their Works flight, unlawful, and fraudulcnt, and 
lo by any deccitful means in their Trades, they 
get conſiderable Riches , with which they either 
return intotheir own Countrey, or cle procure 
themſelves to be Naturalized or made Denizens ; 
and then their names being up , they ſei] all thar 
Works (which do not in the leaſt in Workman- 
ſhip, excced the Works of our Nativcs) at prices 
much aboye them. Ana 
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And it is notoriouſly known, that our Natives ex- 
poſing their own Works to ſale among#t the Gentry, 
have been ſlighted, and their Works ſo undervalued, 
that the ſame Works they have pat into the hands of 
Aliens of the ſame Traaes ; who being employed on 
purpoſe, have expoſed thoſe Works to the ſame Gen- 
try, and bave obtained, not only the defired prices of 


the Owners, but a conſiderable ſurpluſſage to the 


benefit of themſelves. 

Now obſerve the ill conſequence of ſuffering 
theſe poor Caterpiller- Aliens thus to incroach and 
undermine us. 

Our poor natural Engliſh Manual Tradeſmen 
(which are imnwmerable) in all probability might 


live well and comfortable on their Trades, they | 


being in the general no whit inferior therein, to 
any people in the world : Theſe I ſay, ſeeing their 
Trades thus undermined, are forced (of meer ne- 
ceſſity) to the ſame deceitful courſes as the Aliens 
take, or ſtarve, that is, make their Works ſlight 
ard aaulterate, and ſell cheap , and ſo low , that 


(notwithſtanding the benefit by ſuch fraud ) thar * 


gains will not ſupport them. 


And here is the advantage the Aliens have,they | 


are accuſtomed from the beginning to a courſe, 


and mean Diet, and mean and dirty Apparel, | 


which our Natives never were uſed to; nor can 


they ſubſiſt with it : And our Natives Artificers | 
are generally Contributers to all Taxes ſcot and | 


lot, which theſe Aliens are freed from by living 


here in holes andcorxers. And thus when the gains | 


are equal, and the expence of the natural Eng- 


Iiſh ſo much above the Aliens, 'tis no marvel that | 


theſe Aliens flouriſh and grow rich , and the one 
rura 
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tural Engliſh Artificers become Beggars and 
Thieves. 

Asto the great fraud and abuſe to the people 
in Gold and Silver Works, whence doth it ariſes 


' itisplainit comes from this root, The Aliens-Ar- 


tiicers nndermine us, by zl! prattices, and the na- 
tural Engliſh Artificers muſt do ſo too; that is, 


get by fraud what they loſe by decay in their 


Trades : Now take away the cauſe and tte effect 
will follow ; ſuppreſs and prevent theſe Caterpil- 
Ir Aliens , and the natural Engliſh Goldſmiths 
will all be cafily brought to make lawful, ſubſtan- 
tial, and curious Gold{miths Works: and it can- 
not be ſuppoſed they will be unreaſonable in their 


' gains, ſince it is apparently true, that there is 


not occaſion or uſe amongſt us, for the quantities 
of Works in faſhion that the natural Engliſh Ar. 
tiicers can with their ordinary diligence make up 
it forfale and uſe. 

Now it is unreaſonable for any to ſuppoſe that 
togive free liberty (by a Law) for the mean and 
poor Aliens to come into this Realm, and to fol- 
low and exerciſe the Manual Trades ( with as 
much freedom and liberty as the Natives) will, 
according to that general ſaying, (to wit) make 
us the more flouriſhing and rich , becauſe the 
more popular ; when it is apparent it will (onthe 
contrary ) endanger thoſe poor Aliens, their Wives 
and Childrens falling to the charge of the Pari- 
ſhes, and make us the more poor and beggerly ; 
eſpecially the Manual Tradeſmen, who are not 
the leaſt part of the people of this Kingdom. 

But if Authority could order it ſo, that the Mer- 
chants and wealthy Aliens (nor being Artificers 
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or Handicraftſ{-men ) could be perſwaded t 
come and ſettle amongſt us, I am confidenth 
perſwaded, that inſtead of cauſing diſcontent in| 
our Natives, it would be their exceeding joy, t 
ſee by this means this Kingdom 1n ſo probable z| 
way of growing great , both in Riches and He. 
nor; or if there were ſome new ManufaCture («| 
'on foot amongſt us , and we not having Native 
to ſupply or mannageit , then inſuch caſes if the 
poor Aliens-Artificers were invited over, and en-| 
ployed only therein, it may not a little contribute 
to our advantage. 

To conclude this digrefſion, in the afore-mer- 
tioned caſe of Aliens-Artificers , and in the caſe 
of ſerving ſeven years Apprentiſhips, to follow the 
Manual Tradcs, two parties are in conteſt, (viz) 
the perſons enjoying priviledges by our Laws; 
and the perſons fraudulently, and-unlawfully, in-| 
croaching into, leſſening, and taking away thoſe! 
priviledges ; now what difterence is there betwin 
this fraud, and the taking away unlawfully x 
mans Lands, Tenements,Goods or Chattels, which 
are all cnjoyed by our Laws? "Tis only this, The 
latter is a property in ſpecie, and ſuppoſed cer- 
tainty ; the other 1s a property accidental. 

The Natural born, and Naturalized Artificer| 
of this Realm, have not only a common propent! 
by Birth or Naturalization, to have, receive, and| 
enjoy all the advantages and benefit that do | 
ſhall ariſe, from the working or making the Mz 
nual. Works made in this Realm ( they havirs! 
been brought up in this Realm ſeven years as aÞ 
prentices thereto) bur alſo every man ſo brought 
up, hath paid a confiderable price for ſuch he E | 
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viledge (to wit) a conſiderable ſum of money to 
be bound Apprentice, and ſeven years ſervice be- 
fides, which amounts to a greater value ; and then 
comes in the Aliens-Artificers,and they,with o: hers 
who never ſerved ſeven years, enter upon theſe pri- 
viledges, and immunirnies, having no right there- 
to, they never having becn at ſuch coſt and 
charges, or labour amongit us, for gaining the 
Trades they thus intrude into and follow : there-- 
fore no reaton they ſhould be ſuffered to enjoy 
any of them , but be eſteemed as injurious as 
Thieves and Robbers ; and the rigor of our Laws 
inflicted on them : And little reaſon there is that 
the Robbers on the High-way (their ſo doing be- 
ing no offence but by the Law) ſhould be ſo ſe- 
verely proſecuted , and theſe fort of perſons 
(whoſe oftence is all one in ettect) be tolerated 
and connived at, when the intent of our Laws is 
to preſerve every ones property , and was made 
for the puniſhing all invaders thereof. But to re> 
turnto my intcnded deſign, 


Worker or ſcller of Silver-work) any - kind 
of Silver-Wares ſuſpected to be deccitſul, 
the ſame deceit may be known without ding 
prejudice to the work , by rubbing the Plate in 
lome place Icaſt in fight , with a File of indiffe- 
rent finencſs ; and if jt be worſe than Sterling , it 
Wil appear Tellowiſh, or clſe file it a little, and rub 
theplace filed on a clean Touch-ſtone , and cloſe 
ly it rub the edge of a good Half. crown-piece, 
orſuch like thick money , ane the ditterence, if 
any,will appear, 
Tho 


I any perſon hath bought or received (of any 
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The reaſon that I direct the filing the Work, v 
is this, (to wit) that the Artificial boiling of t 
courſe Silver-work, will ſo cat or diſſolve the Al.+ y 
lay that is on the ſurface or outſide thereof, tha' y 
unleſs it be filed as aboveſaid , it will Touch @ tt! 
the Touch-ſtone ſix-pence or eight-pence inth | 
ounce better then it 1s. e 
Note, It is cauſe to ſuſpect that the Silver jz; li 
very courſe, when the work do riſe in Bliſters, «; a 
Peel, or Scale off in thin Scurf or Flakes ; which: a 
Scaling, Scurf or Bliſtering,is cauſed by the eating} tl 
the Allay as aforcſaid,and the Silver thus ſepera-} q 
ted from the Allay , will remain of an infim} t| 
ſpungy body, and therefore will be apt toPeela 
aforeſaid. EY 
Note further, That to know a good Touch. 
ſtone,you muſt obſerye, That the beſt ſort are very t 
black, and of a fine grain 1 
poliſhed very ſmooth, and tt 
without any ſpungy « 
grain-holes; And near the; S 
hardneſs of a Flint, butyt 1 
with ſuch a ſharp cutting greet, that it will cn tt 
or wear the Silver or Gold when rubbed thereon, a 
The way to makea true Touch on the Touch Ut 
ſtone, 1s thus; When your Touch-ſtone 1s vey © 
clean, which if foul or ſoily, it may be taken of, tf: 
by wetting it,and then rubbing it dry with a cleaz 9 
Woollen Cloth; or if fills 


Touch-ſtones arc uſ.1- 
i ally fold at the Iron-mon- 
gers in Toſier-lane, Len- 


&cn. 


\hete Pomice-ſtones with Touches of Gold a, © 
ag mey . 7000s , © or © Geper. it may be taken t1 
moothing ltones, 3:4 7 f 
8/4 5t the 1-02-101gers Off by rubbing the Touct 1 
{ 


in Fo':e-!ne Linen 


ſtone (if very hard) with 1 
tine Pomice-ſtone, if not 


very 
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yery hard, with a fine Blew-Hone firſt, and 
then with a well burnt Charcole in water, and it 
will make it very clean; and obſerve,the ſmoother 
you make the Touch-ſtone, the clearer will be 
the Touch : Therefore whether you uſe a Pomice- 
ſtone, Hone, or Charcole, prepare them very 
even, and rub them on the Touch-ſtone very 
lightly, and croſs the grain of the Touch-ſtone, if 
any grain'there be : Then (your Silver being filed 
as above-ſaid) rub it ſteadily and very hard on 
the ſtone, not ſpreading your Touch aboye a 
quarter of an inch long, and no broader then the 
thickneſs of a Five-ſhilling-picce of Silver ; And 
ſo continue rubbing it until the place of the ſtone 
whereon you rub, be like the Metal it ſelf: And 
when every ſort is rubbed on, that you intend at 
that time, wet all the rouch't places with your 
Tongue, and it will ſhew it ſelfin its own coun- 
renance. 

If it appear by theſe ways to be worſe than 
Standard, you may carry or ſendit to the Gold. 
ſmiths 4ſay-Offce aforeſaid,and upon your deſire, 
the Officers there will make an allay of the ſame, 
and give you a true report of the value thereof 
inwriting, and return the Ware (and Silver taken 
off for the Aflay) to you again, and no more de- 
faced than what is done by the ſcraping of the 
dlver for the aſlay. 

But if you are minded to keep the matter more 
concealed, you may artificially cut or ſcrape be= 
tween 18 and 24 grains from ſome one part, or 
from all thc parts of the work (except the fod- 
dered places ) ( for leſs in weight than berween 
18 and 24 grains is not ſufficient for an aflayy 

F Then 
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Then in a piece of paper of about 6 inches lony 


and 4 inches broad,At the one end write down th 
Owners name, and the day of the Month an| 


— 


Year ; (the reaſon for dating the Aﬀay paper, i 
to prevent delay in the Aſlay-Maſter, and theni. 
ſtake of the time it wasor ought to be Aﬀſayedi, 
If it ſhould happen to be queſtioned ) and at th 
other end put the cuttings or ſcrapings of Silva 
in a fold, turning in #he corners once, to prevent 


the ſhedding the Silver, and fo fold up all the 
paper to the name ſo written on the top as afore- 


ſaid. The manner and form for folding up the ſaid 
Paper, and of the Aſſay-Maſter's Entry of hisre 


port in ſuch Paper 1s here preſented by a Cope 


Cur, 
Here placc the C opper Cut. 
See Pige 220 


Then carry or ſend it t6 the Gold-ſmiths Aſſay. 


Office as aforeſaid ( which is now on the South 
part of their Hall in Foſter-lane, London) on any df 
the Afſay- days aforeſaid, before the hour of 9 ir 
the morning, and leave it with the Aſſay-Maſte 
or his Servant, and at 60f the Clock or beforein 
the Afternoon the ſame day it will be done ; which 
I conceive will be, with the more courteous 
careful , and ready performance (eſpecially to 
ſtrangers) to prevent ſuſpition of their being dil 
affected to the reformation, or favourers of ſuch: 
And by calling there for the Afay,by the name n 
the Paper, it will be delivered, upon the payment 
of 2 ©, which is the accuſtomed Fee for the ma- 
king of an Aﬀay of Silver. But all Workers in 
Goldſmiths works in Loxden, and three Miles 


compals of the ſame (whoſe Markes are entred 
616 on 
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4n Afcay paper open of il, [f1 
oe TER lee) On 
mw £84b: in the ounce 


then ſtandard Nitner. 


C An Aſi ay paper open of ( mo 
3) =; the Pe Cay Maſters rep") If 
ww #'; 19.14 L< It the OUNCEM" s 
\ then landard « Gold. ' 
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on the Table of Marks in the Office) are not to 
pay any thing for their Silver Aſſays brought on 
the Afſay-day-eve , or on the Aſlay-day before 
gof the Clock in the Morning ; and if after (in 
theſame day) to pay 2 © for every Aſlay ; ſee the 
Table of Orders in the Afſay-Office : This is dene 
Gratis to the Workers, that they may always 
readily make and know their Silver to be Ster- 
ling before they work tt. 

In which Paper the Afſay Maſter will enter his 
report thereof in writing 1n manner following, 


[f it be Sterling or Standard , he 


- Ste. 
will write ain ey. c 


If it be a half-penny weight? ,,,' 
worſe, he wall write CB Clvorſe 0b, 
ant, 


» EI R——— 


| Fitbea penny weight worſe; g Worſe | 


he will write 


Ifitbe a penny weight nw; 
and half worſe, he Sworſe ob. 
will write, ———— 


apt. 


:; Ifit be Two penny NB worſe j q 


worſe, he will write, — 
awt; 


and half worſe, he will S worſe UG ob, 
OO 


| aws. 
[fitbe threepenny weight MA 
worfe, he will write, = juorſe m It 
F 2 


_—— — — WW - —_ 
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If it be three penny awt. 
weight and half worſe, > worſe 4j 


ob. 
he will wrice ory 
awt. 


Ifit be four pennyweight ds 
worſe, he will write — Oworſe m1 


If it be four penny weight dwt. 
and half worſe,he will worſe HAAA 06. 
write- "w_5 

awt. 


If it be five penny weight 
worſe, he will write — c worſe » 


_ 4 


and half worſe , he 
will write ——— 


If it be five penny = awt. 


worſe p 3, 0b, 


awt. 


If it be ſix penny weight . 
worſe, he will os Eworſ «2} 


If it be nine penny awrt. 
Weight worſe, he will \ worſe j 


write- 2nd = I/Y, 


awt. 


And ſo proceeding higher. 
If it be Ten penny mogirs Worſe s 


worſe,he will write, — 


Ifit be Ten penny weight ? awt. 
and a halt worſe, he* worſe, ob, 
will write,-. 
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If it be Eleven penny « awt. 
| weight worſe, he will were "on 
WIIKC-——— a 


| weight and a half alle = 0b. 


If it be Eleven penny | p ry 
worſe he will write. - 


If it be fifteen penny awr. 


| weight worſe, he will ned ep 
write — — 


If it be ſixteen penny dwt. 


weight and half worſe, Y worſe 1 06. 
he will write —_— / &p1 
And ſo proceeding higher. U2, 
| If it bean ounce worſe, . 
he will write WL orſe ſ 


awt. 


If it be an ounce and a 
half penny meg wa; | ob, 


worſe, he will write — 


| [Fi - be one Ounce and 
| hve penny weight >wor/e 
| worſe, hewill = | 2 


| If it be an ounce, and op awt, 
| nine penny weight Sworſe | 
worſe, he will write V's, 


__ A — ———— 
-— - 
- - 
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If it be one $urce and 


awyt, 
fifteen penny weight Owe EN | 


worſe, he will write- 


awt.' 
If it be an ounce and / &) = 
' nineteen penny weight worſe} Mm | 

worſe, he will write -- * F4 


Note, That [awt] ſignifies py 

and ſignifies Qunce. | 

And fo procecding higher according as he find 

the Silver courfer, and with Numeral Letters: 

ting down what 'tis worſe than Sterling or Sta 
dard. 

And it muft be obſerved , whatever weight 

-* ſers down, it is to bea/ 

Sce more Examples of counted ſo much in ever! 


Allays of Silver, and the round , or twelve ound! 
value thereof caſt up} in Mp 


the Catalogue of Foxeipn : 
Coins , —_ latter = And that if StandardSi 


inſerted. ver be at five ſhillings tt 

ounce Troy, for every pt: 
ny weight that 'tis reported worſe , you multa; 
count tis worſe by ſo many farthings in the ounc 


' 


and for every ounce that 'tis reported worſe, yi 


muſt account 'tis worſe by lo many times 1; 
pence in every ounce : and for work and chay 
to refine it , you muſt alſo account one penny? 
+a agus that 'tis reported worſe. For exar; 
pIC. | | 
In the Copper Cut is a Silver Aſſay , report! 
worſe than Standard three ounces, and eight pt! 

Pt 


i 
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ny weight : Firſt, count for the three ounces , fif- 
teen pence,and for eight penny-weight, eight far- 
things or twopence : and for work and charge to 
refine it, three pence half-penny : all which being 
added together , make one ſhilling , eight pence 
half-penny ; which take our of five ſhillings, 
there remains three ſhillings and three pence halt- 
pznny, the value of an ounce of ſuch courſe Sil- 
yer, which is one ſhilling , eight pznce half-penny 
inevery ounce worſe than Stand filver (of the 
price aforeſaid) asin the Copper Cut; and comes 
to ths effect, (viz.) that for every twenty peany 
weight, or ounce Troy that 'tis reported worſe 
than Standard , you muſt account fix pence , and 
ſo proportionable for more or leſs ; for ſo much it 
will coſt for every ounce of ſuch courſe Silyer to 
make it of Ster/ing goodneſs, or to change it for 
Sterling. 

When you have ſo done, and your Silver being 
found and reported worſe than'Szer/ing, you may 
apply your ſelf to the perſon of whom you recei- 
vedor bought the courſe work , and demand the 
return of the Money which you paid for the ſame, 
(upon your return of the Ware) or what other ſa- 
tisfaftion ſhall be reaſonable ;z and upon refuſal 
(which Idare aſſert, will not be by one of twenty, 
if the work be materially faulty) you may make 
your Complaint to the Maſter-Warden of the 
Goldſmiths, he will cauſe the Offender (living in 
or about Zondon) to be ſummoned to appear at 
the next Court of the ſaid Company ( which 
uſually hath been, and will be about eleven of 
the Clock on Wedneſdays and Fridays, or ane of 
them (if working-days) in every Week at their 

F 4 Com- 
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Common Hall) and upon evidence of the Fat 
the Wardens will (being obliged thereto by Lay) 
procure you recompence , and puniſh the Offer. 


, 


der ; they having promiſed lo to do in their late! 


Precept hereafter inſerted. 

If you diſlike thoſe ways of proceeding , you 
may go by way of Action of Debt, Bill, ! lain, 
or Information, at the ſuit of the party grieved, 
who may ſue in any of the Courts of Record | 
WeftminFer, and thereby recover the value «| 
the whole deceitful or adulterated Wares, toge- : 
ther with his Charges , according to the ſaid Stz- 
rute of 18 Eliz, 


There are alfo other ways of proceediag in| 


theſe caſes, as the afore-menrtioned Statutes <h | 


p/ainly direCt : as by Indiftment at the Comma 
Law for a Cheat and Offender againſt the Crown: 


in which caſes the Courts do uſually impoſe Fine: 


ſutable to the Otftence in all their circumſtances, | 
and ſometimes the Pillory : after all which the 


party 'grieved may bring his Acton , and recover | 


the dammage ſuſtained. 


| 


Note, Itis material, that you keep an account | 


of the Day, or Month, and Year in which you 


bought rhe courſe Works; and when you hare 


privately procured an Aſſay thereof, and do find 
it to be materially courſe , the ſecureſt way wil 


be to deliver the Work it {elf into the hands | 


the Aſſay-Maſter, for him to Allay it again ; and | 
then ſb-pena him to bring the Work into Cour, 
and.give evidence how much it is worſe than 
Standard. 

MNote alſo , It 1s good evidence that one or more 
do ſwear ( at the Tryal) that the Counterfeit 


Gold | 


HA 
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Gold or Silver-Work was ſold (by the perſon in 
queſtion, or his Wife, or Servant), by the name 
of Gold or Silver ; and there 1s noneed to prove 
that it was ſold in the name of, or for Standard : 
or that the Seller ſaid, 7 will warrant it to be good 
Gold, or Silver ; or Standard-Gold, or Sterling-Sil- 
ver : for our Laws allows no Metal in Works to 
be accounted or called by the name of Gold or 
Silver ; but that Gold and Silver of the fineneſs of 
Standard, or the Standard Allay. 

Therefore, of whomſoever you buy the Work, 
let this be nicely obſerved , that the Seller do ſay 
it is Gold, or it is Silver ; or the Buyer asking for 
Gold or Silver Works by the proper name ; as for 
4 Silver Hilt, or a Silver Buckle , or for a Gold 
Ring, &'c. and the Seller doupon ſuch deſire, fell 
or deliver it as ſuch to the Buyer. 

And that the Buyer may bc the more certain at 
the Tryal, that the courſe Works in queſtion was 
boughr by him or her ; it is very material , that 
before it depart out of their hands , a piece of 
Packthread without knot be put through the ſo- 
lid part of the Work, anda piece of paper (where- 
on 1s the day of the Month and Year , in which it 
was bought ; and the name and weight of the 
Work, and the name of the Seller, his Sign, and 
Street) be ſealed in the incloſing knot of the Pack- 
thread ; and the Buyer keeping the Seal, cannot 
be miſtaken , although the Work have been ab- 
ſent, and in ſeveral other hands after it was 
boughr. 

But this rule is the moſt uſcful , where ſeveral 
Works are bought of one or ſeveral perſons , but 
not where the Buyer can certainly know the Work 

by 
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(by any CharraCtar) to be the ſame he bought of 
ſuch a perſon-Trader therein, but the time of buy. | 
ing the Work is of ſuch concern that it muſt nat ! 
be omitted, 

And that the perſons aggrieved may be the 
better encouraged to proceed for their recom. 
pence, and to punifh the Offenders , I have here 
inſerted a true Copy of an Indictment in Latin, 
and the ſame renderedinto Engliſh , taken our of | 
the Original (now remaining of Record in the | 
Crown-Office ) that was preferred ( in Triniy | 
Term, inthe 28 year of the Retgn of King Charle; | 
the Second, Cc.) before the Grand-Jury of En- 
queſt (attending the Kings-Bench Court at Wee. | 
minſter) againſt a perſon-offender in the Premil- | 
ſes; which Bill (being drawn up, and rhis way of | 
proceeding contrived by the advice of ſeveral 
Counſel learned in the Law) may ſerve (with 
ſome little variations, as occaſion may be) tor a | 
good preſident m the like caſes, 


| 
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Per Jud' Trin' xxviij 
Car SecundiRegis. 


Midd' wt p Dfio 

{l. HKene ſup 
Sacram 
ſſim pzeſentant qv A. 
B. nuper de Paroch 
Sange M. in Com 
p2edin” Aurifaber 
gut educaf furt 1n 
arte Aurifabzowmm 
ac per tres Annos 
Eamplius jam ult 
clapþ candem ar- 
tem apud paroch 
pedict' in Com p2e- 
vict exercuit ac per 
totum 1dem tempus 
ibidem fuit liber 
homo Miſterie Au- 
rifabzozum Civir 
London” ac quipluri- 
ma Vaſa p ak res 
ex argento confec 
pzetextu artis ſue 
p2ed ibidem fecit E 
fiert cauſavit ac di- 
verþ ligets dict Do- 
mint ficgts nnnc 
lbidem vendidit E 
vendittont expoſuit 
Ac qv idcm A. B 


Midd' T.FPHE Ju 

| T for oi 
Sovercign Lord the 
King upon their Oath 
do preſent, That A. B. 
late of the Pariſh of St. 
Martin in the Fields in 
the County aforeſaid, 
Goldſmith , who was 
brought up in the Trade 
of a Goldſmith ; and 
for three years and 
more now laſt paſt hath 
exerciſed the ſame 
Trade within the Pariſh 
aforeſaid in the County 
aforeſaid , and for all 
that time there, was a 
Freeman of the Myſte- 
ry of Goldſmiths of the 
City of London, and 
there by colour of his 
ſaid Trade made and 
cauſed to be made very 
many Vecſlels and other 
things of Silver , and 
there ſold and expoſed 
to ſale to divers Liege 
People of our ſaid So- 
vereign Lord the King 
that now 1s; and that 
the ſaid 4. B. well 
knowing that all Veſ- 
ſels and other things 
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76 
bene ſciens qv om- 
nia Yaſa Et al res 
ex argento confect 
over hominecs M1- 

crit Aurifab2o2um 
Civitat London' ven- 
ditiont expoſi: þ ex- 
poneny infra Crvit 
P2e 1 & alibi debent 
fiert undequaq; | An- 
glice wholly] de bono 
vero Argento con- 
co:dant cum Stand' 
Scaccarii dici Do- 
mini Hicgis & ante 
venditionem eorun- 
dem debeant aſſa1- 
art | Anglice be Aflay- 
ed ] & ſignart | An- 
glice marked ] cum 
Jnſigno [ Anglice 
the mark] Capitis 
Pardi [Anglice vo- 
caf the Leopards 
Head ] per Cufto 3 
Miſterit Aurifab2o- 
rum Civita: London' 
Quibus cuſto 3 Jn- 
ſignum il! ad frg- 
nan Daſa T a! res 
de Auro &# Argen- 
to concozdan cum 
Standard p2edico 
confec? ante eoun- 
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made of Silver, and 
expoſed and ſet to ſale 
by men of the Myſtery 
of Goldſmiths of the 
City of Zondon within 
the City aforeſaid and 
elſewhere , ought to | 
be made wholly of | 
good and true Silyer a- 
greeing with the Stan- 
dard of the Exchequer 
of our ſaid Sovereign 
Lord the King ; and 
ought before the ſale 
thereof to be aflayed 
and marked by the 
Wardens of the My- 
ſtery of Goldſmiths of | 
the City of London with 
the mark of the Leo- 


paras Head;which War- 


dens are lawfully en- 
truſted with the Mark 
to mark Veſlels and o- 
ther things made of 
Gold and Silver agree- 
ing with the Standard 
aforeſaid before the 
ſale thereof : Never- 
theleſs the ſaid 4. B. 
being a perſon of an 
evil and difhoneſt dil- 
poſition, and evilly de- 
viſing and fraudulently 

pvem 
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dem vendiionem le- 
gitime creditur - 
dem tamen A. B. cer1- 
ſtens perſona male 
E inhoneſte diſpoſt- 
tionis ac mach1- 
nans ncquik X frau- 
dulent intendens l1- 
geos E ſubdit dict 
Domint iegis nunc 
falſo illicite decepti- 
vecallide E ſubdole 
decipere & defrau- 
dare & leges hujus 
Aegni Ang! ſub- 
vertere viceſimo p21- 
mo die Januarit 
Anno Kegni Domi- 
ni noſtri Caroli Se- 
cundi Det Gzatia 
Ang? Scof FranfE 
Diberf) Kiegts Fidet 
Defen(oz1s #c. Vi- 
ceſſmoſcptimo apud 
Paroch' Sfe M. in 
Com p2ed ſeragint 
fibut cingular | An- 
glice co'f vocai draw 
Girdle Buckles] & oo 
fibut Calceac coit 
voC Shove Buckles dc 
impuro > viliozi 
Argento qui debet 
eſſe de argent mic 


intending the Liege 
People and Subjects of 
our ſaid SovereignLord 
the King that now is, 
falſly, unlawfully, de- 
ccitfully, craftily, and 
{ubtilly to deceive and 
defraud, and to ſub- 
vert the Laws of this 
Kingdom of England, 
on the one and twen- 
tieth day of Zanuary, th 
the Seven and twenti- 
eth year of the Reign 
of our Sovereign Lord 
Charles the Second, by 
the Grace of God, 
of England, Scotland , 
France and Ireland 
King, Defender of the 
Faith, &c, at the Pariſh 
of St. Martin in the 
Fields, in the County 
aforeſaid, falſly, frau- 
dulently , and know- 
ingly, did make and fa- 
ſhion threcſcore draw 
Girdle Buckles, and 
eight Shooe Buckles of 
impure and baſer Sil- 
ver than it ought to be, 
not agreeing with the 
Silver of the Standard 
aforeſaid;that is to ſay, 


con- 
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conco2d cum Stan- 
dard Pdico vidclicet 
ocodecim Ocua'r 1n 
qualibet Yucta inde 
Viliozum quam Ar- 

enf cum ſtandary 

dico conco2dan fal- 
ſo fraudulent @ ſct- 
enter confeccit & fa- 
b:icavit Ac 1lla fic 
confect X fabzicat 
ante aliquam Aſſat- 
a:onem ticu fignact- 
onem cozundem per 
Cuſtos Miſterii Au- 
rifab2o2um Clivitat 
London' p2cd ſeu co- 
rum alteris poſtca 


ſcilicet dco viceſimo- 


p2imo dic Januarit 
Xfo regni dit Do- 
mint ficgts nunc v1- 
ccſimoſeptimoſup?a- 
dicto apud Paroch 
ſanae M. in Cori p2c- 
dick. ut recs cx Ar- 
gento undequague 
confec? de bono & 
vero Argento con- 
co2zdafi cum Stany 
Þ2edico falſo illicite 
deceptive & fraudu- 
Icnter venditioni er- 
poſit ac diver [1- 


Eighteen pence in eve. 
ry ounce thereof wor- 
ſer than the Silver a- 
greeing with the Stan- 
dard aforeſaid ; And 
thoſe things ſo made 
and faſhioned before 
any Aſſay or Mark of 
the ſame by the War. 
dens of the Myſtery of 
Goldſmiths of the City 
of London aforeſaid, or 
either of them , After- 
wards, that 1s to ſay,on 
the ſame one and twen- 
tieth day of 7anxary, 
in the aforeſaid ſeven 
and twentieth year of 
the Reign of our ſaid 
Sovereign the King 
that now 1s, at the Pa- 
riſh of Sr. Aartis in 
the Ficlds in the Coun- 
ty aforeſaid, as things 
made wholly of good 
and true Silver agree- 
ing with the Standard 
aforeſaid, falſly,unlaw- 
fully, deceitfully , and 
fraudently expoſed to 


ſale; And then and | 


there expoſed to ſale, 
and ſold to divers lege 
People of our ſaid S0- 

gels 


| 
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geis dict Domini 
fiegis nunc Jurt 


p:ediats ignok ad 
tunc E tbtdem ven - 
diciont expoſuit E 
vendidit in cdtempt 
ditt Domini Kegts 
nunc legumg ſuarſii 
ad grave dampnum 
t manifeftam dece- 
pcionem ligeozum 
pzedick qui Hujuſ- 
modi fibulas cingu- 
laf E fibuk Calcea? 
emer in malum Ex- 
emplum omnium a- 
lrozum 11 confi? ca- 
ſu delinquef ac con- 
tra pacem dit Do- 
mint Kiegls nunc 
Coz0fi &E Dignitat 
\uas, Ec. 


vereign Lord the King 
that now 1s, unknown 
to the Jury aforeſaid, 
in contempt of our ſaid 
Sovereign Lord the 
King that now is, and 
of his Laws, to the 
great damage and ma- 
nifeſt . deceit of the 
ſaid liege People who 
bought the ſaid draw- 
Girdles-Buckles, and 
Shooe-Buckles, to the 
evil example of all o- 
thers offending in the 
like caſe, againſt the 
peace of our ſaid So- 
vereign Lord the King 
that now is, his Crown 
and Dignity. 


This 


Yo 
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This Information following was preferred again 


a perſon- Offender in ap] when and now re. 


mains of Record in the Crown-Office. 


De Term. Sancti Ni- 
chaclis An. Reg.Dom. 
Noſtri Car' Secundi 
Reg. Angliz,&c. xxix. 

_ Emo?and 

qo S. A. 

Armiger Cozonat E 

Atto2w Dfit Licgis 

in Cuy ipſius fiegits 

co2am ipſo ficge qui 

20 codem Dio Hieq 
in hac parte ſcqui- 
tur in p2op21a xſona 
ſua ve » hic in CuP 
dict Dfft Hiegts co- 
ram iplo icge apud 

Weſtrd die BPartis 

P20r poſt tres ſepti- 

manas Dancatt A91- 

chaclts 1ſto codcm 

tcriio & p cod2Df 'o 

ficge da* cur hic in- 

tclltgi E info2mart 
gs C. D. de Paroch 

Sanai Martini mn 

Campis im Com 

A1dd' Aurifab qui 

per tres Aniuos xX 


Michaelmas Term q 


the Nine and twentict; 
year of the Reignefoy| 
$ overet ognLord Charls/ 


the Second, now Kin | 


of England, &c, 


Aida 1. Emorar 
Mimi 

S. 4. Eſq; Coroner an/| 
Attorney of the Lad 
the King, in the Cour 
of the ſaid King, befor 
theſaid King , whoa, 
the ſaid Lord the Kinz| 
11 this behalf follon- 
cth, 1n his proper pet 
ſon came here in the 
Courr of the ſaid Lor: 
the King , before tit 
ſaid King at Weſtmir. 
ſter, on Tweſday , net! 
after three weeksof Ss. 
Aichael , the ſant 
Term, and for the ſai 
Lord the King, gavcti 
the Court here £0 Ut; 
derſtand and be infor 
me4, that C. D. of ti! 
ampliu| 


oe, &. -- 


-\ ver» | 
' Ofit Hicgts 
| vendicoV) 


ol | 


+ Mcndens ligeos # 
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amplius jam ulc 
clapþ artem Auri- 


. faby in Conr' p2ced1> 


erercuit ac quiplu- 


' rimavaſa Þ a? rcs 


ex argento confeet 
p2ctertu artts ſue 
p2edict' tb\m feeit T 
ficrt cauſavit ac d1- 
ligeos dIal 
nunc 
erpoſut 
acqdidem C.D. bene 
ſciens qy omn1a va- 
ſa al res cx argen- 
toconfcci & v hom1- 
nes miiſtertt Aurt- 
fab2ozum vecndico') 
erpiity & ve2ndend 
infra Com p2e3 E 
alibi infra hoc ieg- 
nd Ang! debent fi- 
crit undequay; | An- 
plice wholly ] de bo- 


no & vero Argen- 


to Conco2zdai) cum 
Dtandard Scaccarii 
dint Dfi Hiegts r2ed 
tamen C. D. eriftcns 
perſona male @ 1n- 


cv. Hhoneſte diſpoſitionis 
- Ac machinans ne- 


quiter & fraudulſen? 


the Parifh of St. N1artin 
in the Ficlds , in the 
County of Middleſex 
Goldſmith, who for 
thrce years and more 
now laſt paſt, the Trade 
of a Goldſmith in the 
County aforeſaid hath 
exerciſed , and there 
by colour of his faid 
Trade made and cauſed 
to be made very many 
Veſlels and other things 
of Silver, and expoſed 
to ſale to divers Liege 
people of the ſaid Lord 
the King that now is ; 
And the faid C. D. 
well knowing that all 
Veſlcels, and other 
things made of Silver, 
and expoſed and ſet to 
ſale by men of the My- 
ſtery of Goldſmiths 
withit) the County a- 
foreſaid and elſewhere 
within this Kingdom of 
Enzland, ought to be 
made wholly of good 
and true Silver agree- 
ing with the Standard 
of the Exchequer of 
the ſaid Lord the King: 
Nevertheleſs the ſaid 


Cr {ub 
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ſubdir diat Dfii Lie- C.. D. being a perſons! & 
g1s mite falio iliict- an evil and cithoneh} © 
te deceptive caliive diſpotition, aud evilly! 
1 
l 


E ſubvcle vecipere deviſing , and fraudy 
E defraudare ac le- lently intending th: 
ges hujus rcgii Liege Peopis and Sub. 
Anglie \ſubvcri.re jects of the ſail Lon 
ſexto bie Septcmbris the King that now is 
Anno viccſimo 1iono fallly, unlawfully, craft. 
E diverþ al dicbus tily and ſubrilly, to de. 
&# vicibus tunc ait- ceive and detrand, and 
tea ayvud Paroch toſubvert the Laws df 
Dani Martini in this Kingdom of En-| 
Campis in Com' /ax4, on the ſixth da; 
p2ed \cxr mamibug of $perember , in the 
argent (Anglice vo- nine and twenticth 
cat Silver Hilts for year aforcſaid, and 6. 
Swords ) ſex at res vers other days ant 
Argent p manibus times, . then before, a 
(vocar Pommels for the Pariſh of St. Martn 
Hilts of Swords) tria in the Fields , in tht 
locum argent (Ang? County aforcſaid , fi: 
vocat Silver Lockets) Silver Hilts for Swords 
E ſer roſtra argent ſix Silver Pommels fa 
(Anglice vocat Sil- Hilts of Swords, thre: 
ver Chapes for Scab- Silver Lockets, and i. 
bards ) infimul pon- filver Chapes for Scab 
deraiy trigink E bards, together weigh 
guatuo2 unctas # ing thirty four ounce: 
amplius de impuro and more of impurt » 
&# vilio!21 argento and baſer Silver thani: 
quam debent eſſe, ougkr to be, viz. d, + 
vrz3. de argenr mic Silver not agreeing, | 
concozd cum Stan- with the Silver of thi « 
date, 
| 


— 
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SQ x 


of 
102 
the 
16 


G9id @ 
dary pdi> cxriſcent 
otobecim Dcenar in 
quaiibet Uncia inde 
Dilton g2z.m Ar - 
gens cum Stanvariy 
5 conco2da5 vi 
acmis , tc. faiio 1l- 
licite lranduticit 
ſcienter euiow RL. 
un ligcozum i ſub- 
dito2n dat Dr 
ficgts nunc adtun: 
ibm ut res cx ar- 
gent undequas?; con- 
fcc de bono þ vero 
argents c9nco2s cum 
arr aaa pP2corng 
vendicoi) expoſutt # 
vendidit in Con- 
fempr DI O71 ittc- 
gis nunc Icgumque 
ſuarum 11 maluni 
creombiu onminm 
a? in tali cainu pclin- 
quewd ac contra pa- 
cmdiat Of iegts 
nie Coroi) & Dig- 
mtatrſuas, Fc, 


The perthn tht this Inf ns Mn We 


Worker ; and i It 15 ſtr onply tigy 


Ali-a,ar doneve r (eryv2d any time pre = _ "to rhe GO Trade: 
Ai] that he £ fCEQUenNt ly works any T% « 1o!ld cr rofl Gold or. vr. 7 into Hilts, 
©. atthe fefire F and vr abs %irIers; an rcr want of 11 nh courſe Me- 
tls, he as th quently Alli y$ 0! Ts c) on Mike that ee dhe or Star walks ro 


tl: common c5 Zurfencet: a5 in! this [1 Irmatin ; 
Cuhliderable quartine, v. cekty 


(3.2 This 


Ye makes !Jilts, Es. or 


11d Diver 0 


id up-ny 
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Standard aforc{uid, bc- 
109 cightcen pence 1n 
cVEry ounce  rheoreut 
worſer than the S1l- 
ver agreeing with the 
Standard aforcſaid by 
torce and Arms, &c. 

tally, unla fully, frau- 
dilently, and xnow- 
ingly, toone FR, L. one 
of the Liege People 
and >ubjects of the 1aid 
Lord rhe Ring that 
BOW 1s, then and rhere 
as things made wholly 
of good and true S:l- 
vcr, agrecing with the 
Standard aforeſaid, ex- 
poſe to fale, and told, 
In contempr of the jaid 
Lord the King that 
now 18,4nd of his Laws, 
to the cvil example of 
all others offending in 
the like cafe againſt the 
peace of the {aid Lord 
thcKing that now 1s,his 
Crown & Dignity, &c. 


»referry; ao rainſt, 15 a Private» 
H era unds ) that he 1s an 
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Woman Partners Offenders in the Premiſſes ; anl' 
was removed by Certiorari into the Kings 
bench-Court ; and now remains of Record in 


the Crown- Office. 


De Termino S. Hillarii 
Annis Regni Domini 
Noſt* Caroli Secundi 
nunc Regis Angl, &c, 
XXIX, & Xxx, 


Lon.iT Emozan) 

M qu ad ge- 
neral Scſſion pacis 
Dfit Kicgits tenfk p20 
Civif London apud 
Guild-hall ejuſdem 
Civit ac infra can- 
dem Civif die Mer- 
cur \cit Quartode- 
cimo dic Novembris 
Anno Kegni Dfit 
noſtrt Caroli ſccundi 
Dei G2atia Angl 
Scot' Franc' & Hi- 
berfn Hegis Fidei 
ODefenſo},&c.Vicefr- 
mo nono co2i F. C, 
MUie Majo? Civit 
London'T. A. MPilif & 
Barr ]. L.Mili: TB. 
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This Indictment following was preferr'd at the Seſſun 
holden at Guild-hall London,againſt a Man and, | 


| 


| [.E 


Hillary Term, un th! 
Nine and Twentieth 
Thirtieth years of th 
Reign of our TY 


cal 


Lord Charles the $: 
cond, now King of Eng- ” 
land, &c, ' mi 
Fo 
Lond. fl. Emoran- | {+ 
Vaan ac 
at the General Seſſion 
of the Peace of tht ge 
Lord the King, heldfa 
the City of London a 
the Gaild-hall of : W 
ſame City , and wit! yy 
in the ſame City, a yg 
Weaneſday , that is tv, yy 
lay, the 14h. day d | dic 
November, in the Nit| g1 
and Twentieth year} fa 
the Reign our Sove| 
raign Lord Charles tit} gy 
Second , by the graQ” ay 
of God of EnglandScs-| fla 
land, France and Int} fab 


Mili} & 4 


| 

| QPilif T. D. Milit E 
«| [E,Milit Ald215 C1- 
« yit p2ed JuſtiC dicti 
” Dfit Regis ad Pa- 
" tem in Civif pdict 
conſervans nec-non 

| ad dilbs felor) tiiſg? 
- t al malcfaa infra 
 cand'9 Civif ppec- 
*, traf audiend @ ter- 
i minany aſſigw p Sa- 


| 
: 


'} crumduodecim Jur 
>| p2obod E legalm ho- 
| mint) Civic London 
| ped qut adtunc E 
"7 thm Furak E oneraf 
a exiſte) ad Jnqui- 
" rend pdicts Ofio ie- 
| ge & Cozpoze Civit 

Neb eriſtit pzeſentaf 
1 E. F. de Paroch 
d. Andree Holborn 1n 
«' Varda de Farring- 
a don ertra London 
", ped Aurifabd als 
'| dic'sE.G.de Paroch 
ine | tWarda p2ed Auri- 
0 fab) &H.1.deParoch 
"' t Warda p2cd vid 
iſe | qui p tres annos 
4 ampliug jam ulf 
bl] lapþ artcem Auri- 
"| fabYinCivit London 
\'* Suburb cjusdem 
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land King, Defender of 
the Faith, &c. Before 
F. G. Knight, Lord 
Mayor of the City of 
London , T. 4. Knight 
and Barronert, 7. L. 
Knight, T. B. Knight, 
C-D. Kinght, and 7. E. 
Knight , Aldermen of 
theCity aforeſaid, Juſti- 
ces Aſſigned to keep the 
Peaceof the aforeſaid 
Lord the King in the 
City aforeſaid; as alſo 
to hear and determine 
divers Fellonies , Tre(- 
paſles and other Miſde- 
meanours within the 
ſame City committed, 
by the Oath of twelve 
of the Jury , good and 
lawful mcn of the City 
of London aforeſaid ; 
who then and there be- 
ing Sworn and charged 
to enquire for the ſaid 
Lord the King, and the 
body of the City afore- 
ſaid; it is preſented that 
E. F. of the Pariſh of 
St. Andrew Holborn, in 
the Ward of Farringdon 
without London afore- 
ſaid, Goldſmith ; other- 
er - 


96 


exerenter # nuicrg; 
£02 crerenvit , ac 
quamplurimas rcs 
cr Argceiito confeec? 
p2ctcrtu artis p2cdH 
Thm fccer & ficrt can- 
ſaver E utcrc co? 
fccit & ber Icautavit. 
ac divs Tigcos dei 
Oft Hcg nunc tbhm 
vendico® cxrpoſuer E 
ntcrc[ £02) vendicoiy 
crvoſut acgdiidem 
E.F. als G.& H. 1. bene 
[ciens (t utcrq; co? 
bene ſciens gqdomi's 
res cr argeuts Con- 
feck & p x\o:y utew 
art miſtcr Nurifab) 
vendico:)) cxpoit E 
ven) mira Civitat 
P2Cd & alibi infra 
hoc reguw Angl vc- 
bent ficri undcquag 
(Anglice, wholly ) ae 
Vono E veroargentsa 
conco20 cum Stan- 
dard 'Scaccarii vct 
T:f11 ficgis, p2ed ta- 
men E.F. als G XZ H.1I. 
criſtcu) ran malo? 
X inhonest 4; gg 
(Ol ac SIA 
fult Efraudulcnt i; 


A Lonch-flone £52 


wiſe called Z G, of th 


Pariſh and Ward afore.! 
ſaid Goldſmith ; ani: 
HI. ?. of the Pariſh ar; 
Ward aforeſaid. Vid. 
dow ; wit for thit 
years and more, nor 
laſt paſt, the Trade | 
a Goldſmith in the Ci! 
of Loycaon and Subburk 
of the ſame, have Ex 
erciſed , and either (| 
them hath Exerciſec;! 
and there by colour d 
the ſaid Trade, thy 
made and cauſed to 
made, and cither « 
them made and caulc 
to be made very mar 
things of Silver, and; 
divers Liege people « 
the faid Lord the Kin; 
that now 18, then & 
poſed to Sale , andt 
ther of them expolt 
to Sale: And that t!: 
(aid E. F. alias G. 2: 
H. 7. weil knowing 
either of them We 
knowing,that all thin 
made of Silv Cr, and.” 
perfors uſing the Tri 
and Miſtery of Lu 
1111Ths expoſed 27 
tenet; 
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tendei Ligeos 
Subdif dfi D71 ad 
tunc falſo illicitc dc- 
ceptive callide Eſub- 
dole decepe & defran- 
dare ac Yeges hu- 
jus egnt Auglſub- 
verterc tricefimo dic 
Auguſti Anno Hieg” 
Ofiinoſtri Caroli Se- 
cundi Dc1 gerratta 
Angl Scoc Fran®, E 
Hibep Hicgts Fidet 
Defenſo?, 6&c. DVi- 
ceſimo nono apud 
London,videlt in Pa- 
roch S.Andree Holborn 
in Warda de Far- 
ringdoit extra Lon- 
don p2d quindecim 
uncinut argent (An- 
lice vocat Silver 
Hooks ) gquatuo2dect 
Locul argent (Angli- 
ce vocat' Silver Loc- 
kets) Equinquagint 
t ſex Noſtra argent 
(Anglice Silver Chapes 
tor Scabbards )in ſimul 
ponderam treſdecim 
unctags &# amplius 
deimpuro X villiozt 
argene guy debent 
eſſe (viz.) de argento 


G 4 


ſet to Salc within the 
City aiorefaid,and clſe- 
where within this King- 
dom of England, ought 
to be made wholly of 
good and true Silver, 
agreeing with the Stan- 
dard of the Exchequer 
of the ſaid Lord the 
King. Neverthcleſs,the 
ſaid E.F. alias G. and 
H. 7. being perſons of 
an evil and diſhoneſt 
diſpoſition, and evilly 
deviſing and fraudent- 
ly intending the Liege 
people and Subjects of 
the ſaid Lord the King. 
Then falſly, unlawful- 
ly, craftily and ſubtil- 
ly to deceive and de- 
fraud, and to ſubvyert 
the Laws of this King- 
dom of Englazd, on the 
Thirtieth day of Aw- 
ouſt, in the nine and 
twentieth year of the 
Reign of our Sove- 
raign Lord Charles the 
Second, by the grace of 
God, of England, Scot- 
land, France and Ire- 
land Ring, Defender of 
the Faith, &c, At Lon- 
nie 


55 


mic conco;day c 1 
Standard p2ed cr- 
iſte:?) duobus ſolid 
t quatuo? denar in 
qualih un- inde vil{- 
lio? q wargenf cum 
Stand p2ed conco2- 
daid vi Earmigs,&c. 
falſo 1l[icitc fraudu- 
lenf & ſcienter cuida 
R.L.un Ligcomm#® 
Subditod dEt Dfir 
Hcg nunc adtunc Et 
ibm utrcs cr argent 
yndequaco: confec E 
valoy quing; Solid 
»Þ qualtbct une inde 
vendicod erpoſuep 
E vendidey E utergq; 
eor? vendicow cxpo- 
ſuit # vendidit in 
contempf dcj Dt 
Hegis nunc Leg» x. 
ſuar & ad g2zave E 
manifcſt wdecepcow 
pfat R. L. in mal? 
exempli &c. 


A Touch-ſtone fo2 


don, (to wit) in the Pa. 


riſh of St. Andrew Hol- | 


born,in theWardiof Far- 
ringdon without Lond 
aforeſaid, aftecn Silver 
Hooks, fourtcen Silver 
Lockets,and fifty fixSil- 
ver Chapcs for Scah- 
bards, together weigh. 
ing thirteen Ouncesand 
more of impure and ba. 
ſer Silver than it ought 
to be(v:z.) of Silver not 
agreeing with the Sl. 
ver of the Standard 
aforeſaid , being two 
Shillings and four pence 
in every Ounce there- 
of worſer than the $i} 
ver agreeing with the 


Standard aforeſaid , by 
force and arms, &c. 


falily, unlawfully, frau- 
dently and knowingly, 
to one KR. L. one of the 
Liege people and Sub- 
jets of the ſaidLordthe 


King that now is: Thenand there as things made 
wholly of Silver,and worth five Shillings for every 
Ounce thereof expoſed to Sale and Sold, ande- 
ther of them expoſed to Sale and Sold in contemy! 
of theſaid Lord the King that now is, and 6f his 
Laws,and to the great and manifeſt Ceceipr of the 
azoreſaid R. L. to the evil example, &c. 
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Now will any perſon be diſcouraged , by the 
apprehenſion or fancy , that the trouble will be 
ſo great 1n getting recompence , thatit were bet- 
ter to bear the loſs and be contented fo to be 
cheated, when the way and rulesI havelaid down 
are ſo plain, ſounfeignedly true, and fo eaſily ro 
be followed, that cvery perſon (of the capacity 
but one degree above a Natural) may be ca- 

able thereof, 

And ſince theſe Directions are ſo plain, 'tis pity 
but he ſhould be cheated that will not uſe them 
for prevention, or to get recompence when de- 
ceived. 

But it is to be obſerved, that there 1s a ſet and li- 
mited time for proceeding in theſe caſes in courſe 
of Law ; which time being expired, all perſons 
a:e totally barr'd therein : See the Statute 31 
Eliz. 5. & Stat. 21 fac. 16. the branches thereof 
to this purpoſe are Verbatim thus (viz.) ; 

Stat. 31 Eliz. 5. And beit further Enacted 
by the Autho2itp afozeſaid , That all Aat- 
ons, Suits, Bills, <Jindicments, o2 Jſn- 
fozmations, which after twenty daps next 
after theend of this Scefſion of Parliament 
ſhall be had , bzought, ſued, o2 cxhibited 
fo? anp fozfeiture upon any Statute-penal, 
made, o2 to be made , whereby the Fozfer- 
tures is 02 ſhall be limited to the Queen, 
herYcirs o2 Succeſſo2s onlp, ſhall be had, 
bought , ſued , o2 exhibited within two 
pears aftcy, the Offence committed, o2 to be 
committed againſt ſuch Ac-penal, and not 
atter two pears. ; SEEN 

And that all Actions, Suits, Bills, 02 

E 
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Jnfo2mations which aftcr the ſaid twenty] | 
days ſhall be had , bzought , ſucd, o? con] * 
menced fo2 ann fo:fciture upon any Pena] 
Statute made 2 to be made (except th! 
Statuteg ot Tillage) the E£3:4r and Suj ; 
whercef 1s 02 ſhall be by th: ſaid Statute | | 

| 

| 


limitco tothe Queen , ther Heirs o2 Sucee | 
ſ02s, andto aup ori Ier Wr:ci {yall N20\ecute 
in that behalf, 0c vc had, b2ought, ſu| 
0? 6 coded vert , ( by anp perſon that may 
lawfully purſue fo2 the ſame as afo2c\aid) 
within one near next aftcr- tye Offent! 
committed, 02 to be committed againſt the! 
ſaith Statute. 

Anv in vcfault of ſuch purſuit, it;at ther| 
tie ſame ihail be Had, ſucd, exhibited c: 
b2ought fo2 the Quens Ma jeſty, her Yeirs! 
o2 Succeſſo2s at any time wirhin two cars! 
after that years end: And. if any Ietion,! 
Suit , Bill, Jndicment o2 Jnfe2matior 
{92 any Offence againſt any Pen Ota 
tute made 02 to be made (except rijze Ota 
rute of : Tillage) ſhall be b2zought after the | 
time in that behalf befozc limited, that then! 
the ſame {half be vord and of necne effec: | 
any Ac o2 Statute made to the contrary | 
notwithſtanding. 

P2ovided always, That where any Ad! | 
on, Jinfo2mation , Jndicment , 62 other! 
Suit , 1s 0? ſhall be limited by any Sta 
rurc- -pcnal to be had, ſued, commenced, 0! 

b:ought, wit :;321 ſho2ter time than is afo! | 
rchcarſcd. that 1: cvcrp ſuch caſe the Ati 


on , Jnfozmation , Jndicamrnt 0! ne 
Dull | 


= 


GIdand Silver WIIres, or 
Suit, thali bc b:ong{t within the time li- 
mited by ſucy Digtciie. 

Stacute 21 Jac. 16. And Þc it further En- 
acted, That all Actiois of Treſpaſs quare 
clauſum tregit, all Actions of Treſpaſs, Bc- 
tinuc, Action fur Trover and Replevin fo? ta- 
king awap of Goods any Cattel, all Aci- 
ons of Account upon the caſe (other than 
ſuch accounts as cvjicern the Trade of 
WYerchandiie between Merchant and Wer- 
chant, their Fago2s o2 Scrvants) all Aai- 
ons of Dcbt groundcy upon any lending 
02 contract without ſpecialty ; all Agions 
of Debt fo2 Wrrcarages of Hicnt , and at! 
Actions of Aſſault , Menace , Batter , 
WoundiitsF and <{mp2iſonment , 02 any 
of them, which ſhall be ſucd o2 b2ought at 
any time after the end of this p2cſenr Sel- 
fon of Parltament , ſhall be commenced 
and ſued within the time and limitation 
-- — i cxp2eſſed, and not after : (that 1g 
toſay 

The ſaid Actions upon tie caſe ( other 
than fo2 flander ) and the ſain Actions fo: 
Accompt, and the ſaiv A.aions {s2 Trel- 
paſs, Debt , Detinue , and Heplcvin fo? 
Goods o2 Cattcl , anv the ſaid Actions of 
Treſpaſs quare clauſum fregit , withm th2cec 
pears nert aitcr the end of this p2eient 
Seſſion of Parliament, o2 within ſix pcars 
nert after the cauleof ſuch Actions o2 Duit, 
and not after. 

And the ſaid Acions of Treſpaſs , vf 
Afſauſt, Battery, Wounding, J\mp21ſo1- 

mcnt, 


92 A Louch-ſtone fo2 


ment, 02 anyof them within one pear next 


after the end of this p2eſent Scſſion of Par: 
liament, o2 within four pears nert after 
the cauſe of ſuc!} Actions o2 Suit, and not 
after : And the ſaid 2{cton upon the Caſe 
fo2 1202Z8, within one pear after the cnd 
of this p2cſent Seſſion of Parliament , 0 
within iwo pears next after the wozds 
ſpoken, and not after. 

By the Stat. 21 Jac. 4. Aaions Populer, 
which may be ae rea befo2e the *Juſtt- 
ces of Alſize, Niſt 


ſecuted only in the County where the Offen: 
ces were committed, and not elſewhere 
(crcept fo2 Keeuſancy, Waintenance,Cham: 
perty , buping of Titles , concealing of 
Cuſtoms, o2 Tranſpo2ting of Gold, Silver, 
Munition, Wool , Woolfells o2 Leather.) 

Upon defaultof p2oving that the Offence 


was committed in the ſame County where | 
the Action is laid, the Defendant ſhall be ' 


found not guilty. 

The Stat. 31 E/iz. 5. Extends not to an 
Action 02 Jinfo:mation by the Party grieved, 
to? he may b2ing it in any Countp , Allens 
Caſe Mich. 40 El;z. Cro. 645. | 

All Suits fo2 uſing a Trade not having 
been an App2entice thereto ſeven pears, 
ſhall be heard and determined in the Quar- 
ter Scſſions 92 Afſizes of the County, &c. 
andnot outofit, Star. 31 El. F. 

And my further Advice is, That every perſon 
be careful to buy no Silver Work but what 1s 


marked | 


| prius, Goal Delivery, and | 
Oyer & Terminer o2 of the Peace,ſhall be Pzo- | 


— 
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| marked as the Laws require:That is,the Leoperds- 


head, or Lyon, or both; andalſothe Wozker 8 
mark be ſer on all manner of Veſſels, and 
all manner of Y1lts for Swo2ds, and Buckles 
(for Girales and Belts) andother Harneſs of Silver ; 
and alſo the Workers mark on all other ſorts of Silver 
Works whatſoever (except as aforeſaid) and if that 
proves naught,recompence is cafily.had ; either of 
the Company, it marked with their Marks (which 
by reaſon of the care taken therein are not ſet on 
Silver, worſe than Standard, in compaſs of my 
Experience,) or the Maker or Seller by his Mark 
will be eaſtty found out whereby to obtain re- 


' compence of him. 


And in caſe of haſte, where the Buyer cannot 
ſtay for the Companies Marks, I adviſe him to 
take care that he know the Workman to be able 
and honeſt, and his mark upon every part of the 
Work that is wrought aſunder , and afterwards 
ſoddered together as aforeſaid. 

The Intent thereof 1s, that the Buyer ſhould 


; take care that the Worker and Seller be Honeſt ; 
' thenthere will be the leſs fear of buing cheated : 


But if the Work happen amiſs, unknown ro the 
Maker, by ill Servants or the like, and he be 
only Honeſt, and not Able; how then will the re- 
compence be made ? But if he be both Able and 
Honeſt, his Honeſt Inclinations with his Ability of 
Purſe, will never ſuffer the wronged perſon togo 
without ſatisfaCtion. 

It is quericd, Whether it be lawful for a Gold- 
{mith, or other Trader jn Goldſmiths Works , to 
&ell, Exchange or Barter Gold or Silver Works 
that is worſz than Standard, if he take no more 


£6)! 
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for the Mcttal then 'tis worth: Or for a Gol. 
ſmith to work it, 1f it be brought by the perſyr 
that is to rece1vec it again when wrought UP int) 
Wares ; or to work 1t when t1s belpoke {o to |: 
by the perſon that will receive it when ſo mat 
up; or (it being the Traders own) to keep it jr 
the Shop or other piace where the Goldfmith 
works are uſually expoſed to Sale. 

The Solution hcrcot 1s of great concerny 
the Reformation 3 for thercin 1s comprchende, 
the grand creeping holes of all Diſſenters : Ther. 
fore I ofter (with all its Circumſtances) to the: 
rious conſideration of the Shop-keepers an: 
Workmen, and all other perſons concerned, th 
my anſwer, which 1s by way of Caution an 
Advice. 

Thar it is Poſitively againſt the Laws aforer: 
cited. for a Gol:Itmith to Shape or Faſhion Gal 
or Silver that 1s worſe than Standard 1ato an 
ſort of IVor, and the fame Workmanſhip to Sl 
expoſe to Sale, Exchange or Barter ; And «. 
ſuch Works be atterly rmmlzwful, and therefor 
not to be Sold, expoſe ro Sale, Exchanged o 
Bartered vy any Trader t rein, under any pt 
tence or colour whatſoever, be it for the juſty: 
lue, or more or leſs. And it the Worker dor: 
ce:ve Courſe Gold or Silver to Work for anothe 
and is only payed for the F2ſ0v; or the Cour 
Gold or Silvcr being his own, do receive but tit 
Juſt value thercof, and any thing above thath 
the Workmanſhip ; yet ſuch Metal and Workma: 
{hip being Sold or Bartercd, if it happen to" 
queltioned, both the Maker and Seller will bel 
alc, 2nd may be puniſhed as thg Laws LOT 
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For although the firſt Buyer, or Receiver-Shop- 
keeper, may not be cheated, yer its too truc that 
ſuch falſe Works will by him be fold or Bartercd to 
the Wearer in the ſtead or name, and tor the price 
of good and lawful Gold or Silver-Works: There- 
fore to prevent all Conſequential Deccits in theſe 
Caſes, the Laws are poſitive, that no Gold or 
Silver worſe than Standard, ſhall be wrought, 
ſhaped or faſhioned into any manner of Gold- 
{miths works whatſoever ; and (having any the 
leaſt of Faſhion or Workmanſnp, fit for the uſe it 
was made) be Sold , put to ſale, exchanged, or 
bartered by any Trader therein, under any pre- 
tence or colour whatſoever. $Sce the afore cited 
Statutes 28 Ea. 1, 20. 37 Ed. 3.7. 2 Hen. 6. 14. 
18. Eliz. IF. 

The beſt Excuſe that can be made in theſe caſes 
is, That ſuch courſe Work 1s for the bringers or 
beſpeakers own wearing : If that be true, the 
danger is the leſs, becaute rhe Worker lyes open 
only toone ; But his Wiſdom would be the greater, 
not to lay himſelf open to any. 

And if any ſuch unlawful Works ( either new 
or old) do happen to be bought, or received in 
barter, by the Worker or Shopkeeper in the way 
of their Trades. The ſecureſt courſe ro prevent 
danger therein, is to immediatly ſpoil and de- 
face the Faſhion or Wor kmanſtip thereof , and then 
the Wardens or Surveyers have no Authority to 
SIZE it in their Search ; and the Selling, expoſing 
toSale, Exchanging or Bartering ſuch Metal 
without Workmanſhipis poſitively lawful. 

Upon what is here declared, Ir is hoped no 
perſons will ſuffer themſelves to be deluded w . h 

the 
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the pretences of the Seller of unmarked and 
ſpected Silver Work, (viz.) 

That the Work will not Bear the Marks as he. 
fore 1s mentioned; for tis manifeſt and mel 
known by great experience, That all Silver Work 
comprehended under the name of Yeſſels, andun- 


der the name of Harneſs, ( Hilts for Swords an{ 


Buckles being included under that denomination) 
will bear the Marks appointed with as muchcor- 
veniency as need tobe deſired, for the Vellels ar 
generally marked with the bigger Marks afore. 
ſaid without exception ; and for Silver ZHilts av 
Buckles, (wherein thedifficulty isſuppoſedtolie 
the Company have ſmall Marks raade on purpoſe 


for them , and the Work being firſt marked by} 


the Worker with marks of Ink thus (o) on even 
place where the Workman thinks it moſt conre- 


nient to bear the Companies Marks ; And thehdl.| 


low Work being filted with Lead, (which isafter 
wards to be melted out again) the Wardens will, 
or may, ſome on the Anvil, and ſome on othe 
Lead which is put into a Vice for that purpoſe 
firike their Marks on thoſe places, both of wrought 


and piain Work, without defacing or hurtingtt| 


ſame. 


that the Workmen have not time to get it markel 
atG »ldſmiths Hall; when if the Work be carric 
tothe Othce on any of the Aſſay-dayes aforcſud 
before the hour of Ninein the Morning, they ma) 
(ifit be good Silver) have it out ready marked 


6 of the Clock, or before in the Afternoon of tit 


ſame day. 
Nor by pretence that the- Work will be d 
abulci 


| 
Nor need any perſon be deluded by pretenct 


| 


| 
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abuſed by the ſtriking thereon the Companies 
Marks, that it cannot be finiſhed Workman-like, 
or that more Silver wi:l be derained from the 
Workmen than rhe allowance of four Grains out 
of every pound weight of Work. 

Nor by the pretcnce that the Servan:s of the 
Companies Officers will. abuſe the bringcr or 
owner 0: the Work either im word or dcracanuur, 
though ſome have been too rudc and malaperrt. 

Theſe indeed are principal (though vain) ex- 
cuſes for not bringing their Works for thc Com- 
panies Marks : for certain it is the Wardens will 
net allow , but ſeverely reprehend rheir Officers 
and Servants that ſhall abuſe any perſon or Work 
whatſoever ; or rcfule or negiect to make, or re- 
turn the Allays as before is mentioned ; or not 
return all the Silver with the Work , cxcept the 
allowance aforclaid. | 

And if the Wardens rcfuſe or neglett to ſet their 
Marks on Silver Work that is Staidard, or do 
not ſer them as they ought; or if they or their 
Officers or Servants ſhall do any dam: age to the 
Work by ſtriking the Marks, or refuſe to make 
and report the Aſſays as aforeſaid ; or ſhall de- 
tain any Silver from the Workmen above the al- 
lowance of four grains out of every pound weight 
of Work, an Action well hes againſt them; and 
they are beſides by Law otherwiſe puniſhable, 
and compcllable ro ſtrike their Marks as Work- 
man-like on the Work as the Maker ſtrikes his 
own Mark thereon : and allo toperform all other 
things according to the truſt repoſed in them: 
and for neglect or abule thereof, their Franchiſes 
may be ſeized into the Kings hand, 

H The 


93 A Touch-{tone fo2 


The truth is, the ready and careful makin 
and returning the Aſſays, and marking and re. 
turning the Work 1s of ſo great concern, thatif 
it be neglected, and the Workmen thereby diſcou- 
raged, they will make any ſhift rather than bring 
their Works to be there approved; and then hy 
conſequence fall to working as courſe Gold and 
Silver as (by their ſubrilties) they can pur off, to 
the unskilful, 

Nor let theBuyer ſuffer himſelf to be deluded 
at any time upon pretence that Standard Gold 
Silver is too ſoft, and not ſo ſerviceable as that 


which is courſer ; for that prerence is vain: and} 


'tis well known by great experience (to the honor 
of the contrivers of that Allay) that both Goll 
and Silver of the Standard goodneſs well wrought 
intoany ſorts of Wares, is in every reſpect, bet. 
ter and more ſerviceable than a courſer Allay. 
For Inftance,in ſome particular Works on which 
thoſe idle pretences are F 
nerally grounded ; as Golt 


* Collets of Rings are 
the thin Plates that en- 


Rings of all ſorts , mitt} 


compaſs and faſten the 
Stones;which being made 
of Gold or. Silver worſe 
than Standard , will not 
cloze,bur ſpring from the 
Stones , and rhercby en- 
danger their falling out; 
but #f made of Standard, 
will comply, and cloſely 
clinch, and joyn to the 
Stones, and the work will 
be more compleat, and 
the Stones more ſecurely 
preſerved, 


_ avouch the truth of my A 


Stones and without , an( 
* Collets of Rings , andal 


other Jewels whatſoever; 


and Gold and Silver Watct- 
Caſes, and ſich like works: 
for all which I do furtheral 
ſert, that the honeſt and n- 


genious Artiſts or Worken} 


of theſe Works, and of al 


other ſorts of Gold and ; 


ver Works whatſoever, wil 


ſertion: 


"""* 
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ſxxtion 3 and 1f queſtioned upon the ſame before a 
Court of Judicature, they will not, neither dare 
they ſwear the contrary ; bur that both Gold and 
Silver of the Standard goodneſs well and Work- 
man-like wrought into any ſorts of Rings, Jewels, 
and any other forts of Goldſmiths Works what- 
ſoever, is for decency, credit, and Service , and in 
every other reſpett whatſover, better than a courſer 
Allay, which moſt times by reaſon of the adul- 
teragion 1s folind in the wearing not only of a can- 
kering and ſtinking nature, and a brafſie com- 
plexion, but very brittle and rotten. 

The truth is, the gains by adulterating the 
Gold and Silver Works is ſo ſweet and enticing, 
that what excuſe will not theſe Adulterers find, 
that they may have their unlawful liberty. I re- 
member, that when Silver Hilts were firſt taken 
notice of to be ſo exceedingly adulterated , and 
debaſed , it was the pretence of many of the 
Workers, that Ster/ing would not 74» into Hilts 
tomake good work ; and therefore they muſt of 
| neceſſity make them courſer; and to my know-, 

ledge Sterling was delivered to a Worker to make 
1 Hiltz and becauſe he would not thereby be- 

tray or prevent the diſhoneſt gains in ſu: h Works, 
hegave it a half-heat ; by which, and ſome other 
means, it became detective, and unfit for uſe: 
and ſo he returned the Silver as too fine to make 
{ ach Works. Which I coming to underſtand , ſer 
| lothework my ſelf, and made Srerling run into 
the moſt difficult ſort of Hilts, without any defett 


«| 1 the Work, and as ſerviceable as Tron ; upon 


| which I gave out, that this was a new Invention; 


4 ii being ſo canſiſtent with the Laws, I would 


H 2 Peti- 
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Petition his Majeſty for the fole making of Ste. 
ling-Hilts for fourtcen years : which the reſt « 
the Silver- Hilt-makers hearing of, every one ther 
could, and did, make Srerlng into all forts of Hil 
in every reſpect herter than the Silver of a courſe 
Allay. Soevery evil diſpofed Goldſmith will mak} 
a hundred falie pretences ro continue their chez. 
ing gains, But it the honeſt Workers of Standy; 
would but joyn together, and make but the lex 
attempt for a Patent to have the ſole Workingd| 
all Gold and Silver Works that are ſo much tallul 
of that they cannot be made of Standard,ſo decent au 
ſerviceable, as of a conrſer Allay ; Tdare aver, thx 
then you would find every Worker can and yi! 
make all their Works of Srardard (as the Lay: 
require) without ſuch trivolous ſcruples or pre 
tences, rather than to be put by their Trades; 
but if there ſhould be any ſort of Works that cam: 
(for the conveniency deſired) be made, but of Golds 
Silver conrſer than the Standard- Allay, ſuch Wi 
are not tobe made , but wholly omitted as thin 
airettly reprgnant to our Laws. 

Neither let the prctence of the Seller of adult: 
rated Wares delude you, (v:iz.) That he abat: 
as much in the Faſhion as the Silver is allayef 
worſe than Standard ; when 'tis well know 
that moſt times for every fix-pence he abates!} 
the faſhion of ſuch courſe Silver Works. he oak 
one ſhilling ſix-pence, or two ſhillings, or mr} 
by the Allay in {ſuch work. 

Or by his proraiſe, that he will at any time | 
low five ſhillings the ounce for the Silver aga 
though ir be broken to pieces : For by experi 
It 1s evident , that very few Silver Wares 

ag! 
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again to be ſold to the ſame hand, many being 
athcr Kept to polterity , or cransierrcd by gitt ; 
and if necelhity induce a fals, it is molt common- 
ly in ſome place remote tiom the place where it 
was bou ght. ad then they mutt take what they 
can get for i* ; which (if unmarked Wares) will 
not be more than tis worth. 

Neither let the wearing Buyer ſuiter himfclf to 
he deluded at any time by pretencc of thoſe that 
are only buycrs an ſellers of Goldiniths Works, 
that they buy and receive all their new Silycr 


{ Works for Standard , when tis too frequent that 


their meanings are, that the money they paid for 
It is Standard, and know the Works to be much 
worlC.. 

Or that they give a Standard price for all their 
new Silver Works,when tis too frequent,that the 
value of the Metal and Workmanſhip arc both 
nciuded to make up that ſum by the ounce: then 
tmay well be imagined what fort of Silver that 


| muſt be, and how necellary it is for the wearer 


to obſerve the rules I direct in buying either Gold 
or Silver Works. 

| have made but little mention of Gold Wares, 
and of the proviſion made, to prevent dcceit 
therein, becauſe Gold Wares arc much leſs com- 


-f mon than Silver Wares ; I ſhall therefore only 


propoſe, that by the ſame ways ana method by 
which you make diſcovery of the goodneſs or 
badneſs of Silver, you may allo make diſcovery 


} 0 the goodneſs or badneſs of Gold, and recover 


recompence if wronged , and puniſh the Olten- 


& Q&rs; only with this difference, (viz.) 


That as the whireſt Silver is the beſt, ſo the 
H 2 C350 
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Gold of the deepeit ycllow is the beſt ; and 
more the Gold inclining to a red or a paleye 
low, 'tis ſo much the courlſer. : 
And as the Aſlay-Maſter in his i{eports of t:| 
goodneſs of Silver ; ſets it down by halt-pers} 
weights, and penny weights, and ounces Troy; if 
ta his report of a Gold Afay he ſets ir downb! 
Carracts and Carract-grains, and half Grains} 
quarter Grains. | 
For the underſtanding of which you are; 
know, that Carratt is a term given (by the ( 
t.cers of the Mint, and the Wardens of the Gol 
ſmiths) to a certain compoſition of weights, t: 
are only uſed for Aſſaying and computing tif 
Standard of Gold, and contains cither the twe: 
ty fourth part of a pound T7-y, or the twer 
fourth part of an ounce Troy, anc are compotr 
ded thus, (v:z.) of the pound Carracts, twopt 
ny weight and twelve grains Troy make a Gi 
ract-grain ; four of ſuch Carract-grains mz 
one Carract (which is half an ounce, or tcnpe: 
ny weight Troy) and twenty four of ſuch Can! 
inake one pound, or twelve ounces Trop : And! 
ounce Carradts, five Ti-»y-g1ains make one (: 
ract-grain. and four of ſuch Carract-g1ains me 
one Carract, and twenty four ſi:ch Carradts ms 
one ounce Troy. 
Theſe two forts of Carrats are to one effec! 
Aſlaying and Computing the: Standard of Go- 
for if you calculate the Afſay-matiters reports 
the pound-Carracts, you muſt calt up the 
of a pound weight of Standard-Gols, whichk 
roſe to be 48. and out of that ſum take (os 
24th. parts, - tnat {£449 5, CACH part) 45 [1 1c[tp 


ten 
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the number of Carracts that 'tis worſe ; and after 
that rate for cvery grain and hait grain ; and for 
every Carract of this fort that 'tis reported worle, 


you mult alſo deduct 4 s for charge, and tor eve- 


ry grain of this fort 15. charge, and tor half a grain 
64 charge for work, and lots, to make it of Stan- 
dard goodneſs: all which bing taken our cf the 
48 /. divide the remainder into twclve parts, eve- 
yof which part 1s the value of an ounce of the 
courſe Gold. t or example. 

In the Coppcr cut atoreſaid 1s a Gold Aliay re- 
ported by the Aflay-maſter, worſe two Carracts 
three Grains: Firſt cait up the value of a pound 
of 'Standard Gold at 4g /. then count what two 
Carralts three Graiis of ſi:ch Gold 1s worth, 
whichis 5 /. 10s. to which addthe 4s. per Car- 
ract, and one ſhilling per Grain tor charg-, which 
$115. all which comes to G/. 15s. which rake 
out of the 48 /. and there remains 41/7 19s, 
whichdivide into twelve parts, every of which 
parts or ounces of ſuch courſe Gold will be worth 
31.9 5.114, which is 10s. 14. worſe than Standard 
Gold, as in ths Copper Cut aforcſaid. 

If you calcuiate the reports by oxuce Carradts 
Firit, conſider the valueof an ounce of Standard 
Gold, which ſuppoſe to be 4 /. then out of that 
lum take ſo many 24th. parts (that is 3 s- 4 4. the 
part) as the Aſſay Maſter reports the number of 
Carracts that 'tis worſe, and after that rate for 
every grain and half grain, and for ſo many Car- 
raCts (of this ſort) that *tis reported worſe, you 
muſt alſo deduCt 4 4. for charge of work and lol; 
tomake it of Standard goodneſs , and for every 
Grain 1 4, and for halfa grain 6b, For example. 

H 4 In 
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In the Copper Curt aforeſaid , the Gold Ally 
being reported worſe two ( arraQts three Grains 
firſt count the value of an ounce of Standy: 
Gold at 4/. then count what two Carratts thre: 
Grains is worth of that rate) whichis 9 5s. 24h 
which add the 4 4. per Carract, and 1 a. per Grij 
{or charge, which is 11 4. all which comcs to 1c; 


I 4. which take out of the 4 /. the remaindai 
31.95. 114.the value of an ounce of ſuch cout| 


Gold, wl.ich is 10s. 14. worſe than Standy: 
Gold; asin the Copper Cut. 

The calculation of the Aſſay-Maſters Repor: 
by the pound Carracts , bcing the harder way, 
adviſe the uſe ot the ounce-Carracts Done X 
other. 

S$o that if Standard Gold be worth four pou 
the Ounce, for every Cararct he ſets down i 
worſe, you muſt account that in the Ounce Tio 
'tis worle by ſo many times 35s. 84. And for eve) 
grain he ſets down 'tis worſe, you muſt accour 
it worſe by ſo many times 1 1% 1n the Ounce Trn 
And for every demy or hall grain, 5*-o6. forl 
much it will coſt ro make it of Standard goodneh. 
or to change it for Standard. 

And furthcr you are to know , That twent 
and twa of the aforeſaid Carracts of the fixi 
Gold, and two Carradcts of fine Copper and Sit 


equal parts, makes an Ounce or a Pound of Gol} 


of the Allav, appointed (by rhe Star. 18 Eb. !j 

afore cited, by theſe words (to wit) not leſs! 
fincncſs, than that of tuicenty two Carrads, 
6 be th- Standard for all Gold Wares, (wal 


ihan which Allay no Gold Wares are to te made 


upon the penalty therein mentioned.) 
Ar: 
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And that 12 Grains Troy 1s cnough for making 
an Aſſay of Gold: The accuſtomed Fee for making 
ſuch Allay at Goldſmirhs- hail is 6 4. 

But if any ſhall be diſ-ſairsfied with the Altay- 
ings and rcports of the Aflav-Maſter of Gold- 
miths-Hall , or ſhall receive ary di{courrcous 
words; or be diſcov-a;ed by airy uncivil de- 
meanour in him o1 iis Servants,may have Allayes 
made by His Majeſtics {wor Aa Maitcr of his 
Mintin the Tower of Lond, who has been often 
experienced ro nave Carcfully , Ciurtcouſly, 
Readily,and Truly performcd the farce ; his Fee 
for a Gold Aſtay is 1 s. and for a Si:ver Atay 6 4. 
And he will make his reports in th {arr manner 
with numeral Letters, as the Allay-maſtcr of 
Goldſmiths: hall. 

Concerning Silver Work made remote from 
London, I ſhall only inſert, .that it is to be obſer- 
ved; That by the firſt recited Statute, all the 
Goldſmiths in Enpl2:d, were appointed to bring 
all their Silver Work ( comprevended ander the 
name of Veſſels) to London, tobc there Allaycd and 
Marked with th Leopards Head ; but the compel- 
ling thereof , under ſuch great pcnaltics as are 
therein mentioned, was found to be a grievance : 
Therefore by the Statute of 2 Zen. 6. 14. for 
the better conveniency of the Goldſmiths remote 
from London,Seven places are appointcd wherein 
luch Work ſhall be aſſayed and marked, viz. 


ork, Newcaſtle upon Tive , Lincoln, Norwich, 
Briſtow, Salisbary, and Coventry. 


And as the Wardens of the Goldſmiths, Londor, 
are 
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are to aſſay and mark the Silver Work that i 
made in and about London, and three miles ofth 
ſame, or to procure an Artiit to do the ſame, ({ﬆ 
which they muſt antwer) ſo,in every one of the; 
forefaid Seven ſeveral places,the Chief Magiſtra, 
or Governor 15 to aliay ana mark the Silver Wy 
that is made therein, or to procure an Artiſt to 
the ſame, (for which they muſt ailo anſwer.) 
But what are the particular Marks che reſpeCti 
chief Governors of thoſe ſeven places ſet onthe 
Silver works,l can give no certain account there 
But this I can aſlcrt , that by reaion the Mark; 
of thoſe places are little known, they bear as lit] 
Credit ; and therefore the Goldimiths in thok 
and other remote places , do frequently ſend y 
their Silver Works to receive the Loxyaon Touch, 
And inlike manner, as every Maſter-worke 


in Goldſmiths Works in London, and 3 miles con: | 
paſs of the ſame, are to make their Marks knom} 


to the Wardens of the Goldſmiths , fo every Mz. 
ſter-Worker in Gold and Silver in every of the 
ſaid ſeven places, are to make their Mark 
known to the Surveyors there (thatis) to the 
Chief Magiſtrate of ſuch Place. 

And every Maiter-worker in Goldſmiths Wok 
in all other places throughout Englaza, are by tht 
Statute.of 37E4.3.7.(atore cited)not only to have 
their proper Marks, but alſo to make the ſame 


Marks known to the Wardens of the Goldſmiths | 


by entring them on the Table in the Goldſmiths 
Allay-Office as afore is ſhewn: The words ofthe 

Statute to this purpoſe are theſe (to wit.) 
That Goloſmiths, 2s well in Londoz as eli 
where withia this Realm, ſhall make, 8c. And 
every 


«ts. rea 
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every Maſter Goldſmith , ſhall have a Mark 
by himſclf, and the ſame Mark ſhall be 
known by them , which ſhall be Aſſigned 
by the Liing to Survey thetr wozk and Al- 
lap, &c. And that which ſhall be in the 
Soldſmiths default , they ſhall incur the 
pain of Fozfciture to the Ling the value of 
the Metal which ſhall be found in default. 

(That is to ſay)the Maſter-Goldſmithsin each 
of the ſeven Touch Towns , ſhall make their 
Marks known to the chief Magiſtrates there; the 
King having Aſſigned them power by their Char- 
ters to Survey the Gold and Silver Works thar are 
made in thole places. 

And the King having Afhgned to the Wardens 
of the Goldſmiths of the City of London,full power 
and Authority by their Charter , to Survey all 
Gold and Silver Works in all places whatſoever 
throughout England: Therefore the Workers in 
the ſeven Touch Towns are to make their Marks 
known both tothe chicf Magiſtratein each of thoſe 
Towns where they reſide;And alſoto the Wardens 
of the Goldſmiths aforefaid : And all other Maſter 
Goldſmiths throughout Eng/and, to make their 
Marks known (as aforeſaid) to the Wardens of 
the Goldſmirhs upon the Penalty of forfeiting the 
value of the Silver-Work not marked with the 
Makers mark , or marked with a mark not ſo 
made known as aforeſaid. 

Now ſince (through the Favour of our Kings 
Predeceſſors and their Parliaments) the Gold- 
ſmiths in thoſe ſeven Touch Towns are remitted 
thoſe extremirics of bringing their Veilels of S1l- 
verto Lordzn to be ſtamped with tne Mt 

64, 
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head , but are allowed each of them a Tonch by 
themſelves to paſs their Works upon. It behooye 
the clucf Magittrate and the Goldſmiths in thoſe 
places to be circumlſpcct and caretul, not only jn 
Ailaying and Marking the Works, and allo tg 
ſearch for, ſuppreſs and prevent the Working 
and Selling any kind of Gold or Silver Work in 
thoſe places, that is worſe than the Standard; 
But alfo (as the Leopards- headand Lyon are gene. 
rally k1own to be the Standard Marks for the 
City of London) to uſe ſome mcans that it may 
be as gcnerally known what are the rcſpective 
Standard Marks of theſe places ; to the end, that 
nothing may be neglected that may prevent 
Fraud in this kind ; which will ſecure thoſe Cor- 
porations from having their Charters callcd in 
queſtion,and of being disfranchiſed for their neg- 
lect herein, and the Goldſmiths and other (cllers 
of their Works from being called in queſtion, for 
the tranſgreſſions of making or ſelling unlawful 
Goldſmiths works. 

And for the ſake of you the wearing-buyers 
of Goldſmiths Works, that refide in the Country 
or remote from Lon«2n: I will cite you this obſer- 
vation worthy your notice (to wit) that by rea- 
ſon the Magiſtrates in the ſeven Touch Towns 
have been and now are very remils in prolectr 
rh thuir Authority in making ſearch and Aſlay 

1:8 and marking the Goldſmiths Work, and that 
the Wardens of ch- Goldſmiths Loz:don, do very 
ſeldom make ſearch in the Country. Great part 
of the Gold and Silver Works ( eſpccially tix 
imall-works) made and fold remote from Zo 
don, are notoriouſly known to be exccedingl 

Adal- 
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Adulterated and debaſed, and great part of what 
is made by the Loxdon Workers and lent into the 
Country to the Traders there, aic as notoriouſly 
known to be as bad as any. 

This deceit ſeems to take the more courage, by 
reaſon alſo of the Country peoples unskiltulnets, 
and the difhculry of procecding 1n courte of Law 
againſt theſe Country Ottencers. 

Wherefore my adviceis , that you buy rhelc 
Works at London only, (unleſs they have on them 
the Londen Touch) either your felt or by ſome 
fnend that lives there, or frequently comes rhi- 
ther; andif any deceit be found in ſuch works, 
there be the Wardens of the Goldſmiths to com- 
plain to, who will afſift you ; there are the Aſſay- 
Maſters to make your Aſlays and give evidence 
of the value of the Metal ; there 1s the Sethions in 
London , and at Hixes-hall, and the Courts at 
W:ſtminſter, that will underſtand your agrivance, 
and give you recompence, aud puniſh the Otten- 
ders ſuitable to the offence and the 1ll conſe- 
quences thereof ; but you will ftindit very charge- 
able ro Proſecute a Country Oticnder in the 
Country, if you be neceſſitated to have the Teſhi- 
mony of the Atiay- Maſter of Goldſmiths-hal', 
orthe Aſſay-Maſter of the Tower of Lonaoy. 

But if the Fuſtices and fury in the Commtry , ſee- 
mg the cheat apparent (by the difference (from Star- 
dard on the Tonch-ſtone) will infijt 1pon no further 
eviaence, as tothe value of the Alctal , but find the 
Offenders guilty (which 1 conceive may be done ver y 
ſuitable to 7uStice) it will much facilitate the Pro; :- 
cution, 

That the Tryal of theſe Oficnders in the Cov 

[1 
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try may become the more practicable: I will here 
direct an infallible method and rule by an Iaftry. 
ment for the certain knowing (within three pence 
or leſs in the Ounce) the juſt difference that an 

ſort of Silver is from Standard, without the Aſſay- 
ing it by Fire. 


The manner of making the Inſtrument is thas, 


Make ſeveral Needles of Silver Wier, (each of 
them about four Inches long, and as big as a large 
Pack-needleJof ſeveral worſenels in Allay; as one 
Needle 3 4. another 6 4. another 9 4 another r;, 
another x s. 3 4 another x s. 64. in the Ounce 
worſe then Standard Silver,and as many degree; 
lower as you pleaſe; make them all with Loops 
at on= end, and put them on a ring of Silver Wier, 
and upon every Needle ( being flatted-on one 
place;) make or mark with Figures the value (by 
the Ounce) ofeach Necdle, reckoning Standard 
Silver at 5 s. the Ounce Troy : And obſerve, that 
the Allay in each Needle be half fine Copper, 
and halt fine Braſs, and being all made with blu 
ſmooth points : Firſt rub your courſe Silver ona 
good ſmooth clean Touch-ſtone, as afore is di- 
rected ; then by 1t rub one of your Needlesthat 


you think is neareſt the Allay of yo ir courſe SI } 


ver, and if that benotlike it, try another, and(o 
ſeveral of the Needles, untill you find the Touch 
of your Needle, and the Touch of your courſe 
Metal to be alike; then you have the Price of 

that Allay Marked on the Needlc. 
This Inſtrument may be made to contain 
wcight under two Ounces; and if ingenioull 
made 
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made and managed, will make a diſcovery vcry 
= of the badneſs of any ſort of Adulterated 
VET, | 
The like Inſtrument may be made of ſmall 
jeces of Gold of ſeveral Allays fixed at the ends 
of Needles of Silver, for the knowing the worle- 
neſs of any ſort of Gold. 

It is not material to know the juſt value of the 
Adulterared Silver to the Scrutiny of one Penny 
in the Ounce to proceed to conv.Cct the Offenders, 
but if it be apparently worſe than Standard,thc Of- 
fenders ought to be found guilty and pm .:ſhed ac- 
cording to the uttermoſt Severity of the Law. See 
all the before recited Statutes tor regulating the 
Goldſmiths Trade. 


Examples of the Allays of Silver to make the 
aforeſaid Needles (v1z.) 
apt, gr. 
9 12 OfSterling Silver, and ) Theſe well melted 
Ss © Of Copper, and ._ T rogether will be 3 d. 
o 6 Of Braſs _... a. in the Ounce worſe 
OTE than Standard. 
dnt, gr. 
9 o OfSterling Silver, and Theſe well melted 
-0 22 Of Copper, and - Stogcther will be 6 <. 
0 in the Ounce worſe 
12 Of Braſs. — ”- than Standard, 
apt, grs. 
$ 12 Of Sterling Silver, and 4 ThE: well melted 
0 18 Of Copper, and . together will be 9 d 
0 18 Of Braſs \ in the Ounce worſe 
he - than Standard. 


And 
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And ſo by ſuch degrees of a penny weight 
Allay in the ounce you may compole ſeveral Al 
lays for 4.6.8. 10 12. 14. Or 16. Needles diffe. 
ing three pence in the value of each Needle hy 
the ounce ; and the ſurcſt way 1s . when th 
Needles are all made, to have a diſtinct Alla 
made of each Needle , and that reported good. 
neſs marked on cvery of them. 
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Here followeth the Goldſmiths CHARTER mh 
rendred into Engliſh from the Copy thereof takn 
from the Record now remaining in the Chappel i 
the Rolls, znder the Title Confirmation, Part 1 
Number 4. Confirmed in the ſecond year of Kin 
James. 


13- KING to all to whom, Cc. ſendet 
Greeiing, Wc have peruſed and ſeen tit 
Lettcrs Patcnts of © onii:mation of our mult 
Dear Silter the T.atiy Elzabeth, late Qiicen of 
En#!a:d, made in thefe words; Elizaterh by it} 
Grace of Ged of Ez:lizd, France, and [rela 
Queen, Defender of the Faith, &s. To all t 
whom theſe pre:ent Letrers Patents ſaal! com: 
Greeting. 

We have peruſcd the Letters Patents of Con 
firmarion of the Lady Azry, late Queen of En: 
land, our moſt Dcar Siſter , made in theſe wor 
Mary by the Grace of God, of England, Frant 
and Treland, Queen, Det-nder of the Faith, at: 
011 Earth over the E22/ifp and Irifp Church ti 
Supreme Head, To all ro whom theſe preſen: 
ſhall come, Greeting. 


V 
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We have peruſed the Letters Patents of Con- 


-Þ firmation of our dear Brother Edward the Sixth, 


late King of Eng/and, made in theſe words, Ed- 
ward the S1xth by the Grace of God of Enzland, 
France, and Treland, King, Defender of the Faith, 
andon Earth over the Engliſh and Triſh Church 
Supreme Head , To all to whom thele preſent 
Letters ſhall come, Greeting. 


We have peruſed the Letters Patents of Con- 
irmation of our moſt dear Father Henry the 
Eighth, late King of England of Famous Memory, 
made in theſe words, Henry by the Grace of God 
King of England and France , and Lord of [re- 
land, To all to whom theſe preſent Letters ſhall 
come, Greeting. 


Wehave peruſed the Letters Patents of Con- 
firmation of our moſt dear Father Henry the Se- 
venth, late King of England of Famous Memory, 
made in theſe words, Henry by the Grace of God 
King of England and France, and Lord of Ireland, 
Toalltowhom theſe preſent Letters ſhall come, 
Greeting, 


Know ye, That we have peruſcd the Letters 
Patents of Edward the Fourth, late King of Eng- 


| /and, made in thcle words, Edward by the Grace 


of God King of England and France, Lord of Tre- 


| #14, To all to whom theſe preſent Letters ſhall 
| come, Greeting. 


We have peruſed the Letters Patents of Edward 


| tieThird, late King of England, our Progenitor, 
4 made in theſe words, 


Edward by the Bzace of Hod King of 
kngland, Lo2d of Ireland, and Duke of Aqui- 
tain, 
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tain, To all to whom thcſe p2cſent Letter 
ſhall come, Gz2ecting. 

Our well bclovcd tljce Goldſmiths of gy 
Citp of London, bp their Petition crhibitq 
to US -aund Our Council in Our Px 
liament holdcn at Weſtminſter after th 
Feaſt of the Purification of our Lady li 


paſt, have ſhewn, | 


That whercas no p21vate Acrchant nt 
Stranger herctofo:c were wont to bying in 
to this Land any Wonep Coincd , hy 
Plate of Silver to cxchange fo2our Coin, 

And that it had ben alſo o2dained, Thi 
all thoſe who were of the Goldſmiths Trat! 


; 


were to fit in their Shops in the Hig} 


Street of Cheap , and that no Silver i 
Plate, no2 Yeſſcl of Gold oz Silver ough 
ro be ſold in the City of London, cxcept 
Our Exchange , oz in Cheapfide among th 
Gold(miths, and that publickly, to the m| 
the perſons of the ſaid Trade might infon 
themſclves whether the S:llcr came lay 
wy by ſuch Veſſel o2 not. 

' But that now of late the ſaid Merchants 
_ as well pzivate as Strangers , do bm] 


dn. nd 


wt. 


from Fozeign Countrics into this Nati 
Counterfeit Sterling , whereof the pou! 
is not wo2th above ſixteen Sols of therifh| 
Sterling ; and of this Monep none 
know the true Yalue , but by melting" 
down. | 

And alſo that many of the ſaid Trade! 
Goldſmiths keep Shops in obſcure turnin} 
and by-Lanes and Streets, and ds buy Veſſ 

. } 
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of Gold and Silver ſecretly , without en- 
uiring if ſuch DVeſſcl were ſtolin, o; lawtu-- 
l come by, and immcdiatcly melting it 
down, do make it into Plate, aud ſ\cfl ic ro 
Merchants Trading beyond Sca , tizat it 
may be expo:ted, and ſo they make falſe 
Wozk of Gold and Silver , as B:acclets, 
Lockets , Liings , and other *jcwcls; in 
which they fet Glaſs ot bivers Colours, 
Countcrfeiting right Stones , and p:t 
moze Allap in the Gold and Silver tzan 
they ought, which thep ſell to ſuch as have 
noskill in ſuch things. 

And that the Curlers in their Wozk-houſc 
cover Tin with Silver fo (ubtilIp, and with ſuc! 
feight, that the ſame cannot be diſcerned 
and ſevercd from the Tin ; and bp that 
weans thep ſcll the Tin ſo covered fo? fine 
Silver, to the great damage and deceii £2 
Us and Our Pcople. | 

Whercupon the ſaid Goldſmiths have 
Petittoned Us, That We would be pleaſcy 
to apply conventent remedy therein. 

And we being willing to p2event the ſatd 
evil ,, Do by and wity the Afent cf the 
Lozds Spiritual and Tempozal , and the 
Commons of our ficalm. fo2 the Common 
p2ofit of Us and Our People , Will and 
grant fo2 Ng, andOur Yerrs, . 

That hencefo2zth no Werchant, either p2i- 
vate 02 Stranger , ſhall b:ing into this 
Land any ſ02t of Money, but onip Plate of 
fine Silver; no2 that any; Gold o2 Silver 
wought by Goldſmiths , o2 any Plate 6 

I 2 FAJLSTERR 
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Silver be fold to the Merchant to (| 


again, and be carricd out of the Kingdon, 
but ſhall be ſold at Our ſaid Exchange, g 
openly among the ſaid Goldſmiths fo? pji 
vate uſe onlp. 

And that none that p2ctend to be of th 


ſame Trade ſhall kep any Shop but i | 


Cheapſide , that it may bc ſe&n that thei; 
Woz2k be good and right. 

And that thoſe of the ſaid Trade mapby 
virtue of theſe p2eſents elect honeſt, lawful 
and ſufficicyt men beſt skilled in the ſaid 
Trade, to enquire of the matters afozeſaid; 


and that thep ſochoſcn map upon due cor: | 


ſideration. of the ſaid Craft, refo2m What 
defects they ſhall find therein, and thercup: 
on infli> due puniſhment upon the Offer 
ders, and that by the help and aſſiſtance 
the Mapo2 and Sheriffs,if occaſion be, 
And that in all Trading Cities and 
Towns in England where Goldſmiths rt: 
ſide, the ſame O2dinance be obſcrved agit 
London ; and that one e2 two of everp ſuch 


Citp 02 Town fo? the reſt of that Trade ſhall | 


come to London to be aſcertained of theit 
Touch of Gold, and there to have a Stany 
of a Punchion with a Leopards-Head mar 
Ked upon their Wozk , ag of ancient time 
it has becno2dained. Jn witneſs where 
we have cauſed theſe Our Letters to b! 
made Patents. Given at Weſtminſter tht 
Thirtieth dap of March, in the firſt peardt 

our ficign. 
Wc have alfo peruſed the Letters Patents 0 
Righa'd 


——I—— 


| 


| 
| 
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| Richard the Second after the Conqueſt, late King 


| 


/ 


——_— 


of England, made 11 theſe words, Richard by the 
Grace of Gol K:ng of England and France, and 
Lord of [relaria, Io all try whom theſe preſents 
ſhali come, Greeting ; Know ye, 

That whereas Edward our Grandfather, late 
King of E.-g/and, at the Suit of the Goldſmiths 
of our City pf London , fuggeiting to him, how 


| that many of that Trade by Fire and the ſmoke 


of Quickſilver had loſt their ſight, and that others 
of thcm by th ir work.ng 1a that Trade became fo 
crazed and infi;m, that they were diſabled to ſub- 
iſt, but by reliet from others. 

And that divers of the ſaid City compaſlſiona- 
ting the condition of ſuch , were diſpoſed to give 
ani grant divers Tenements and Rents in the ſaid 
City to the va ue cf Iwenty pounds per ann. to 
the Company of the ſaid Craft, towards the 
maintenance of the ſaid Blind, Weak, and Infirm ; 
and alſo of 4 Chaplain to celebrate Maſs amongſt 
them cvery day for the Souis of all the Faithful 
departed, accordi:1g to the Ordinance in that be- 
half to be made, Did by his Letters Patents for 


| the conſideration of a Fine of Ten Marks, for 


——_— 


himſelf and his Heirs, as much as in him lay, 
grant and give licenſe to the men of the Commu- 
nity aforeſaid,that they may purchaſe Tenements 
and Rents in the ſame City of the value of Twen- 
ty pounds per ann. and not above of the Men of 
that City , for relief and maintenance of ſuch 
blind and infirm , and of ſuch Chaplain as afore- 
laid; to hold to them and their Succeſlors of the 
ſaid Society for ever , for the purpoſes aforeſaid, 
TheStatute of Mortmaine, or any other Statute 

i 3 or 


. 
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or Ordinance to the contrary thereof notwith. 
ſtanding, as in and by the ſaid Letters Patent 
* more fully and at large it may appcar. 

And foraſmuch as the Men of the ſaid Myſt 
havc humbly Petitioned Us, Thar foraſmuch x 


our Grandfathers ſaid Letters Patents are not,ng | 


can be put in exccution for want of naming Per. 
ſons capablc therein, That we would graciouſly 
provide ſome remedy for them in this behalf. W; 
taking the Premiſles into Conſideration , of Ou 


eſpecial Grace,and for the conſideration of twer 


ty v'arks by them paid unto Us in Our Hanaper | 

Have for Us and Qur Heirs, granted and give | 
Licenſe to the men of the ſaid Craft, Thar fron 
henceforth they be a perpetual Community | 
Society of themſelves. CREED 

And that the ſaid Society or Company may fa 
ever yearly Elect out of themſelves four War: 
dens to overſee, rule, and dily govern the (ai 
Craft, and Community , and every Member d| 
of 'the ſame. | | 
| And further , We have according to Our Ar. | 
thority in this behalf granted and given Licenſ| 
for Us and Our Heirs to the ſame Wardens an 
hn pai þ That they may purchaſe and have t| 
them and their Succeſlors, Tenements and Rent 
with their Appurtenances, within the ſaid CG} 
and Suburbs thereof to the value of Twent 
pounds per ann. for the maintenance of the blind | 
weak, and infirm Men of the Company aforcſai! 
and of a Chaplain to Celebrate Maſs amongſt tht 
faid Infirm every day, for the Sou's of alltic 
Faithful departed, for ever , according to ſuc} 
Ordinance, as the ſame Wardcns and Lan 
Ll al 


———__ 


| 


| 


| 
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ſhall make in this behalf, (the ſaid Starute, or the 
Sratute in that caſe macle in Our lalt Parliament 
at Weftmin3ter , notwithitanding) or notwith- 
ſtanding that the ſaid Tencments and Rents be 
held of Us in Frec Burgage, fo that it be found by 
Inquiſition thereupon duly had and returned into 
our Chancery , that ſich purchaſe may be made 
without any dammage or prejudice to Us and Our 
Heirs , or any other perſon whatſocuer, In wit- 
nels whereof We have cauſed thele our Letters 
to be made Patents. Witneſs Our Sclt at 1/7nche- 
fer the Sixth day . of Febrzary, in the Sixtcenth 
Year of our Reign 

| And We ratifying and allowing the ſaid Lct- 
ters Patents, and all and every thing therein con- 
tained, do for Us and Our Heirs, according to 
Our, Power in that behalf, Approve and Contirm 
the fame , and do by theſe preſents Grant and 
Confirm the ſame unto our Well-beloved rhe now 
Wardens and Company of the ſaid Cratt,and their 
Succeſſors for ever. 

And of Our further Grace i this behalt, We 
for Us and Our Heirs, have grantcd to the ſame 
Wardens and Company , That notwithſtanding 
they or their Predeceilors have 11or hitherto upon 
any occaſion in any ſort uſed the Libertics in che 
{ad Letters Patents contained, Yct henceforth it 
ſhall be lawful for them and their Succeſlors to 
Uſe and Enjoy the ſaid Liberties and cvcry of 
them,withourt any Lett or Impediment by or from 
Us or Our Heirs, or any of Our Juſtices, Eſcheat- 
ors, Mayors, Sheritts, Baylitts, or other Our Mt- 
niſters whereſoever. 

And We have further granted, and by thc: 

I 4 preſents 
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preſents, do for Us and Our Heirs grant to th 
ſaid now Wardens and Company of the Craf 
aforeſaid; That they and their Succeſſors be ; 
Corporation or Body Incorporate, conſiſting ani 
called by the Names of Wardens and Compan 
and be perſons capable in Law to purchaſe an 
take Lands and Tenements, Rents and other 
Pollefſions whatſoever, for cver in Fee-ſimpled 


any perſons whomſoever that ſhall be willing | 


Give, Deviſe, or Afſign the ſame to them. 

To have and to hold the ſame to the ſai 
Wardens and Company of the ſaid Craft, an 
their Succeſſors for ever. 

And that they may and ſhall have perpetu! 
Succeſſion, and a Common Seal for the Afairs 
their ſaid Myſtery. | 

And that they may by the name of the Wa 
dens and Company of the Myſtery of Gold{miths 
of the City of London, Implead and be lmpleadet 
in any Court and place whatſoever, before ar 
Judges whomſoever,in any Actions, Suits,Plaints 
Nemands and Pleas as well real as perſonal, o 
mixt of what nature or kind focver they de. 

And that the ſaid Wardens and Company ar 
their Succeſlors may from rime to time as ofter 


asthey ſhall judge it expedicnt, make good ani} 


reaſonable By-Laws and Ordinances for the bet 
ter regulating the ſaid Myſtery. 

We havealſo granted, and by, theſe preſents 
grant to the ſaid now Wardens and Company ail 
their Succeſſors, That they may have and hol 


£0 them and their Succeſlors for ever, all and 


gular the Lands, Tencments, Rents, Reverſiols 
and Services herctofore given. granted or deyil: 
0 


————__—_—_—_—_— 
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tothe Wardens of the Myſtery aforcſaid,or to the 
Wardens or Guardians and Company of the My- 
ſtery aforeſaid, by the Name of the Wardens and 
Company of the ſaid Myſtery , or by the Names 
of the Company of the ſaid Myſtery, or by what 
other Name ſoever or heretofore in any manner 
purchaſed by the Wardens aud Company of 
the ſaid Myſtery, or by the Company of the ſaid 
Myſtery, without Impeachment, Diſturbance or 
Lett by or from Us or Qur Hcirs,or by or from Our 
[uſtices, Sherifts, Eſcheators, or other the Officers 
and Miniſters of Us and Our Heirs whomſoever. 

And we do hereby ratifie and confirm all and 
every the ſame Lands and Tenements, Rents, Re- 
verſions and Services to the ſaid now Wardens 
and Company, and their Succeſlors. 

And for the Credit of the Men of the ſaid 
Craft dwelling and reſiding in the ſaid City for 
the time being, and for the preventing and avoid- 
ing the dammage and loſs which do or may daily 
happen and ariſe as well to Us as to any our Liege 
People, for want of a due and provident Care in 
regulating certain of Our Subjects 2nd others 
Uſing and Exerciſing the ſaid Trade, without any 
regard fo the Credit of the ſaid Company ; and 
alſo for the preventing and taking away the Sub- 
tleties and Deceits prattiſed in the ſaid Trade. 

We have further granted, and by theſe Preſents 
grant to the ſaid now Wardens and Company 
and their Succeſlors for ever, That the Wardens 
of the ſaid Myſtery for the time being, ſhall and - 
may for ever have the ſearch, inſpettion, tryal, 
and regulation of all ſorts of Gold and Silver, 
wrought or to be (wrought, and to be expoſed ro 


(als 
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fale within the City of Zondon and the Subury 
thereof, and in all Fairs and Markets, and al! 


Cities, Towns, and Burroughs, and all other pla 
ces whatſoever throughout our Kingdom of Eng- 


land, and alſo ſhall and may have power to punſp 
and correct all defects that ſhall be found in the 
working of Gold and Silver. 

And to that end, if need be, to call to their 
aſſiſtance the Mayor and Sheritts of the ſaid City, 
and the Mayors and Bailiffs, or other Officer 
whateverin any Fairs, Markets, Cities, Burroughs 
and Towns, and other places out of the ſaid City 
where any ſuch Search or Tryal ſhall happen to 
be made. _ 

And that th> Wardens of the ſaid Myſtery for 
the time being ſhall and may have full Power and 
Authority for ever by themſelves or any of them, 
duly to ſearch and try all and ſingular the pre- 
miſles , and alſo all manner of Work touching 
and concerning the ſaid Craft , found or being in 
the hands of the Goldſmiths , or any other whon- 
ſoever ſelling , making or working any Wares or 
Works pertaining to or concerning the ſaid My- 
ſtery, as well within Our ſaid City of London and 
the Suburbs thereof, as elſewhere out of the ſaid 
City in all Fairs, Markets, Cities, Burroughs and 
Towns, and other places whatſoever througholt 
Our Realm of England; And alfo by themſelves 
or any of them to break all ſuch deceitful Works 
and Wares of Gold and Silver of what ſort(o- 
ever, if any ſuch they ſhall find ro be made 
wrought and expoſed to ſale in deccipt of Our 
People. 


And alſo according to their diſcretion, pes 
oftc! 


— 
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often as they ſhall ſee it neceſſary to puniſh and 
corret the Makers, Sellers, and Workers of the 
fame Works according to their demerits, by the 
affiſtance (if need be) of our Mayors, Sheritts, 
Bailiffs, Reeves, and other ſuch lik- Officers. 

We alſo will and granr, and ſtrictly Charge and 
Command , That all Mayors , Bailitfs , Recves, 
and other Officers whatſoever in Fairs, Markets, 
Cities, Burroughs, Towns and other places where 
ſuch Search ſhall happen to be made, be ready to 
Aid and Aſſiſt the ſaid Wardens and eyery of 
them making ſuch Search as aforeſaid, in the exe- 
cution of the premiſſes, and that'in all things ac- 
cording to their Duty. In witneſs whereof We 
have cauſed theſe our Letrers to be made Patents. 
Witneſs Our Self at LeiceFer the thirticth day of 
May in the Second Year of Our Reign. 

And now Werarifving and approving the ſaid 
Letters Patcnts, and all things therein contained, 
do for Us and Our Heirs according to our Autho- 
rity therein, allow the ſame, and by theſe preſents 
0 ratifie,grant and confirm the ſame to our Well - 
beloved the now Wardens and Company of the 
Myſtery aforeſaid, and their Succellors. 

And further, We being certainly informed that 
divers perſons both Natives and Alicns, exerciſing 
the ſaid Trade in divers parts of this Kingdom, 
ſtudying and contriving their own 4dsſboneſt Gain, 
and purpoſing by various ways to deceive and en- 
dmmage the reſt of our Subjefts, do work and 
expoſe to ſale Gold and Silver canningly and de+ 
ceitfully wroug ht and debaſed more than - Standard 


allows, contrary tothe Ordinances in that behalf 
made. 


And 
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And Comnterfeit-ſtones (which are of no value, 
cunningly ſer in ſuch kind of Gold and Silver) 
daily fell for true Jewels at great rates todiyer, 
of our Subjects (not underſtanding the ſame) 
as well 1n places priviledged, as in Fairs, Markets 
and other places within our Cities and Burroughs 
of this our Kingdom of England , and neither 
fear nor doubt to be pyniſhed or cal?d in queſtion 
for the ſame. 

And the reaſon 1s, for that, due ſearch or any 
due pumiſhment is ſeldom executed upon Offer- 
ders 1inthat Myſtery out of the City atoreſaid. 

And although the Wardens of that Myſteryin 
the ſaid City for the time being, have (by virtue 
an] power of the aforeſaid Letters Patents 1n form 
a{o-:efaid granted to them and their Succeſſors) 
had the ſearch , inſpection, tryal, and regulation 
of the Gold and Silver ſo wrought and to be 
wrought, and expoſed to Sale , and power by 
themſelves or any of them, to ſearch and try 
(continually from the aforeſaid 30. day of My, 
in the ſaid Second year of the late King Edwar 
the Fourth hitherto by virtue of his ſaid Letters 
Patents to them in that behalf made) all ſuch 
kind of deceitful and fraudulent Works ant 
Wares made and to be made of the Gold andsl. 
ver aforeſaid of any kind whatſoever. 

Ard the faults and deceits in thoſe Works d- 
ceitfully and ſubtilly contrived or to be contri 
ved by the Workmen and contrivers thereof , t0 
puniſh and correct, as alſo to execute and perform 
ſuch other things as they ought to do by virtut 
of the aforcſaid Letters Patents of the ſaid att 
King Edward the Fourth. 

Nevet- 
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Nevertheleſs, as We are informed, That not- 
withſtanding the aforeſaid Wardens of the ſaid 
Myſtery for the time being have (ever fince the 
aforeſaid Grants to them and the Company of the 
faid Myſtery 1n form aforeſaid made) been at 
great trouble and charges (as well at their own 
proper Coſts, as at the Colts of the ſaid Compa- 
ny) to put in execution their Authority of ſearch- 
ing, inſpecting, and trying ſuch kind of Gold and 
Silver (as is before-mentioned) and the defects 
therein, fo wrought and put to ſale by the Work- 
men of the ſaid Trade in divers of the Citics, Bur- 
toughs, Fairs, Markers and other places of this 
Our Kingdom, for the common Utſe of Us and of 
all Our good Subjects. 

Yet they have received very little or no pro- 
ft thereby, but rather have been ſubjc& often- 
times not only to pains and perils of their bodies, 
but alſo to the loſs of their Goods and Chattels by 
reaſon and occaſion of their ſearching, trying, and 
putting in execution their Authority aforeſaid, in 
puniſhing and correcting the defects of Work up- 
on proof thereof made unto them. 

By means whereof, and that the ſaid Wardens 
df latein regard of the great menaces and aſlaults 
which they have received from thoſe Workmen 
and Tradeſmen of that Myſtery (that deceirfully 
{ll ſach Gold and Silver in the Countrey) and 
their Accomplices and Adherents, could not exe- 
Ute theirſaid Authority any where within Our 
Kingdom of England, except within Our ſaid Ci- 
ty of London, and the Suburbs thereof. 

So that the ſaid Search, Tryal and Exccution of 
nefaid Authority ceaſing, very many frauds, de- 

CC1PTS, 
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ceits, Works unskilfully made of Gold and Silver, 
and of counterfeiting of Jewels in, Works of Ge 
and Silver and otherwiſe, are daily divers Way 
increaſed in the Myſtery aforeſaid, by the Wark 
men of the ſaid Trade in every part of this Oy 
Kingdom, to the great loſs and detriment of 1 
and all Our Liege People. 

And We being willing (all thedeceirful inſufz 

cient, and unlawful Works and Wares of Gl! 
and Silver, Jewels and Stones, Pearl or Coral, , 
ſuch like, in the Trade atorefaid unſufficient 
and unlawfully made and counterfeited uſed 
be put to ſale) to aboliſh and puniſh in all thing 
as It ought to be, of Our certain knowledge ai 
meer motion, have given and granted for Us an 
Our Heirs (as much as in Us lies) to the aforefai 
Wardens and Company of the Myſtery aforeſai 
and their Succeſors. 

That the ſaid Wardens and their Succeſſn 
andevery of them for the time being, ſhall hait 
for cver full Power and Authority over all at 
ſingular the Defects, Offences, Faults and D+ 
ceits made and attempted or committed contre 
ry to the Ordinances of the Myſtery aforeſaid i 
all their ſearches and tryals of Goid and Silve 
or of Wares Jewels, Stones, Pearl, Coral, ord 
any other Jewels or Countcrfeit Stones whath 
ever wrought or ſet in Gold or Silver, as in Net: 
laces, Lockets, Rings or Bracelets, or othervil 
howſoever wrought or ſet, within this our Kit 
dom of England whereſoever , againſt theWai 
men or Owners of any of the ſaid premilles & 
poſing them to ſale. | 

And all and every perſons of or uſing the (: 
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Myſtery whatſoever ſo deceitfully workjng, ha- 
ving, or Expoſing to ſale the premiſles aforeſaid, 
(upon due proof made) ſhall be by the ſaid War- 
dens for the time being committed to the next 
Goal or Priſon, therein to be puniſhed by Impri- 
ſonment of their Bodies according to the nature 
of their Oftences, and out of the ſaid Goals or 
Priſons to be delivered at the diſcretions of the 
faid Wardens or any of them ; Or be puniſhed by 
Fines to be ſet and impoſed upon ſuch Delin- 
quents, equal to their Oftences , Faults and De- 
ceits, as by the ſound Diſcretions of the faid 
Wardens or any of them for the time being, ſhall 
beeſteemed juſt and reaſonable, and in that be- 
half convenient. 

We alſo grant for Us and Our Heirs to the ſaid 
Wardens and Company , and their Succeflors 
That whenſoever,whereſocver,andas often as any 
Wares of Gold and Silver or Pearl,or of any Coun- 
terfeit Stones whatſoever, deceitfully, wrought 
orſetin the nature of Jewels or Pearl in Gold or 
vilver, which by Allays thereof are of leſs value 
and more debas'd in the working of the ſaid Gold 
and Silver then of right it ought to be wrought, 
(thatis to ſay)not being of the value of Sterling 
or Standard, (according to the Ordinances and 
Statutes of Us and our Progenitors or Predeceſ- 
forslate Kings and Queen of Englandin this be- 
half made) that ſhall be found any where as well 
within any of Our Liberties as without ; 

Or any Wares of Gold or Silver made with- 
nthis Kingdom by any Native or Forreign Work- 
men Tradeſmen of the Craft aforeſaid whereſo- 
ever that ſhall be ſold or expoſed to ſale ( xot be- 
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ing tryed, approved and marked as they onrht to be) 
according to the form of the Ordinances and tz. 
rutes aforeſaid, that then the ſaid Wardens fy 
the time being, or two of them, ſhall have poye 
and Authority a!l a 1d every ſuch Wares of Gol 
and Silver, Counterfeit Stones and Pearls, an! 
other Stones whatſoever (ſo deceitfully or un. 
lawfully wrought and expoſed to ſale where. 
ever they ſhall be found) to arreſt, ſeiſe, andty 
break and ſpoil them, ſo that Our People may 
not be any more deceived thereby. 

And that in all and every the Searches of the 
ſaid Wardcns and their Succeſlors for the time he. 
ing, of or in the premilles from time to time in 
whatſoever places within Three Miles in anda. 
bour the aforeſaid City of London, where any the 
ſaid Workmen or Tradeſmen of the ſaid Craf 
ſhall happen to remain ,work, or inhabit, the ſaid 
Wardens or any of them for the time be.ng, ſhal 
cauſe to be brought all manner of Works an! 
Wares of Gold :nd Silver aforeſaid, or what 
Jewels and Precious Stones ſoever (et in Golt 
and Silver) are there wrought or to be wrought, 
ro the Common-Hall of the Wardens anq Con- 
pany of the ſaid Myſtery being in the aforeſais 
City of Lowdon wherein the Common Standarl 
c r Aſſize of Gold and Silver (according to the Or 
dinances ir that bchalf made) is kept , thereto 
be tryed and aſſayed, And to be reformed if de 
fets ſhall be any manner of ways found there 
in; and after they ſhall be fo reformed, to bt 
rhere then affirmed for good, and ſtamped wit 
their Marks which they ule for that purpole. 


And all defective warks whatſoever deceithy 
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ly wrought as well of or in Gold 2s Silver, Coun- 
terfeirt Stones pur for Jewels thercin and fallly 
made, (or found to be of a worte Allay than it 
ought to be)) ſhall there (according to their diſ- 
cictions be utterly condemned , without Ac- 
compt or any other charge or Anſiver to Us or 
any of Our Heirs for the premillcs or any of them 
tobe rendred, made or paid for ever, {nz witneſs 
whereof we have cauſed rheſe Our Letters to be 
made Patents : IWirzeſs Our Self at Weſtminſter 
the Third day of Febrwuary, in the Twentieth Year 
of Our Reign. 

Now we Ratifying and Approving the ſaid 
Letters Patents, andall things therein contained, 
Do for Us and Our Heirs (as much as in Us lyes) 
alow the ſame, and by theſe preſents do Rartifie, 
Grant and Confirm the ſame to Our welbeloved 
the now Wardens and Company of the Myſtery 
aforeſaid. Jn witneſs whercot we have cauſed 
theſe Our Letters to be made Patents. Witneſs 
Our ſelf atWeſt-minſter the ſixteenth day of March, 
n the firſt Year of our Reign. 

Now we Ratifying and Approving the faid 
Letters Patents and all things therein contained, 
Dofor Us and Our Heirs, as much as in Us lyes, 
allow theſame, and by theſe preſents do Rarifie, 
Grant and Confirm the ſame ro Our welbeloved 
the now Wardens and Company of the Myſtery 
aorefaid; 1» Witneſs whereof we have cauſed 
theſe Our Letters to be made Patents. Witneſs 
Our Self at Weſtminſter the Sixth day of 7#ne,in the 
firſt Year of Our Reign. 

Now we Ratifying and Approving the ſaid 
letters Patents and all things therein __ 

0 
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Do for Us and Our Heirs as much as in Us ly, 
allow the ſame, and by theſe preſents do Ratife 
grant and confirm the ſame to our welbeloyeg 
the now Wardens and Company of the Myſte 
aforeſaid. In Witneſs whereof we have cauſe 
theſe Our Letters to be made Patents. Wity| 
Our Selfat Weſtminſter the Fifth day of Decembry, 
in Firſt Year of Our Reign. 

Now we Ratifying and Approving the ſai 
Letters Patents and all things therein contained, 
Do for Us and Our Heirs, as much as in Us ye, 
allow the ſame, and by theſe preſents do ratif, 
grant and confirm the ſame to Our welbelovet 
the now Wardens and Company of the Myſten 
aforeſaid ; In Witneſs whereof we have cauſe 
theſe Our Letters to be made Patents. Witw| 
Our Self at Weſtminſter the Third day of Zan 
in the Third Year of Our Reign. 

Now we Ratifying and Approving the (ai 
Letters Patents, and all things therein contained; 
Do for Us and Our Heirs, as much as in Us ys 
allow the ſame, and by theſe preſents do Ratife 
Grant and Confirm the ſame to Our welbelove 
the now Wardens and Company of the Myſter 
aforeſaid. 1» Witneſs whereof, &c. Witneſs tit 
King at Weſtminſter the Thirtieth day of 24% 


in the Second Year of the Reign of King jam! 


over England, &Cc. 


Hat Il Goldſmiths in London, and cther Traders m Gul 
fmiths Wares, may know how to demean themſelve: in L 
Buying and ſelling thoſe Wares. They are to ohſerve. 


x. That in London, every day in the week i 
Marketday, except Sunday, and a ſale (bon je 
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in a Shop therein any day of the weck is good 

2. The fale in ſuch Shop muſt be of things pro- 
per to the Trade of the Shop-keeper , and ſo a 
fale of Plate in a Scrivencrs Shop is not good,and 
ſo of every other Trade. 

3. If aſale of Plate be in a Goldſmiths Shop 
(where it is properly to be ſold) it muſt be pablick- 
ly and open ; for if a ſale be there of Plate in an 
mer Shop, or behind a Curtain, or a Cupboard, or 
ſach like, or all or any the windows be ſhut, or 
any thing elſe hides it ſo, that he that paſles by 
cannot readily ſee what is done there, :t w:1l not 
alter the property : All this was reſolved on FH. 
38. Eliz. Co. 5. 83. oor sRep. p. 36. Eveſq; de 
Worcheſter's Caſe. Moor s Rep. p. 624. 

4. If afale in a Market overt be covinons, or 
the party that buys the Goods, knows they were 
folen, this ſale alters no property, 33 HM. 6. 5. 
Co. 3-78. as the buying any ſtolen Goods at any 
great under value, as Standard Plate under 5 5. 
the ounce Troy, or other ſtoln goods for 5 s. which 
are worth 20 s. or to buy ſtoln Plate or other 
Goods at the full value, having notice, or warn- 
ng, or cauſe of ſuſpicion, (at or before the ſale) 
thatſuch Goods were ſtolen, ſuch ſale alters not 
the property; but inſtead thereof makes the Buyer 
accellary to the Fellony. See Mr. Cromp, fol. 43. 

Note, In that part of the Goldſmiths Charter 
confirmed by Parliament it is ordained , That 
none that p2etend to be of the Goldſmiths 
Crade ſhall kep any Shop but in Cheapſide, 
whichſeems to confine the Marker Over: (for that 
Trade) only to that place. 

But the preamble to that part of the Charter 

K 2 being 
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being conſidered, and the extent of the City o 

London , and the ſmall number of Goldſmiths x 
\ thattime, it may be collected, that the deſignhy 
the King and Parliament was, that all the Shop. 
keeping Goldſiniths in London (which are ſupps 
ſed not then to exceed the number of twenty) 
ſhould be confincd to the High-Street (other. 
wiſe callcd Cheapſide , that being then 2he on 
High-ſtrcet in London, and would then convenj. 
ently contain fo ſmall a number of Goldſmith) 
that their living ſo publickly together might bea 
means to prevent the deccits im their Trade, whih 
their living in obſcure Turnings , and By=Lanes au 
Streets would increaſe and promote ; and that ifth 
Goldſmiths ſhould (as they are) become very nt- 
merous, and the City of London ſhould be exten 
ded larger, that then all the Shop-keeping Gold- 
ſmiths ſhould keep Shopin , or be confin'd onlyt, 
the High-Streetsof the City and Sabarbs thered, 
andevery Goldſmiths Shop therein, to be (in the 
gal nſage thereof ) a Market overt : This ſeems not 
co be inconſiſtent, (but very agreeable) to the 
meaning of that part of the Charter : And noy 
itis (as then it was) of great concern to the ſafe- 
ty of the people , that no Goldſmiths be ſuffered 
to keep Shop in obſcure Turniags or by- Lanes 
Streets ; neither in the City of Londen, nor the 
Suburbs thereo!': for they are not only the grand 
Reccivers of $:o/en Plate, but the venders of fall, 
adulteratc,ard unlawful Goldſmiths works. And alli 


redly the ſale of ſtole: Plate in ſuch Shops, beitit | 


the cleareſt day;and not in the leaſt obſcured from 
thc fight of Paſiengers, alters not the property, bil 
rn oy make the Buyer acceſlary to the felon 
ſtealing thereof; The 


—_ 


ee ith 


O—_— 


he tt 


Tt 


—_ — 


met Sos fs A OOO 7 


> S 


— YO 


| 


itt 


Gold and Silver Wares. 133 


The Goldſmiths ORD ER lately made and («rt 
forth for Prevention and Redrets of the gicar 
Abuſes commitred in the 1teveral Warcs atore.- 
mentioned. 


— —— _-_ —— 


_——— 
 — 


Goldſmiths- Hall the 23. day of February 167. 


W* EREAS Comylaint hgth bun 
made ro the Wardens of tic Com- 
pany of Goldſmiths London , That vUcArs 
ſmall Wozks, as Buckles to2 Belts, Sil- 
ver Yilts , and the pieces thereto bclon;;- 
ing with divers othcr ſmall Wares both of 
Gold and Silver, are frequently w.oiught 
and put toſalebp divers Goldſmiti;s aziv 
others, wo2ſe than Standard, to the abuie 
of his Majeſtics good Snbji ans, and great 
diſcredit of that Manufacure ; zn2 ti.:at 
there are alſo divers pieces of S1i9:r D! .te 
ſold, not being A}ayed ar Golſiniths riall, 
and ſo not marked with the L' opards Had 
Crowned , as by Law the (ame ought ro 
be: And whereas the Wardens of rjec ſaid 
Company to p2event the ſaid frauds, haze 
lozmerlp required all perſons to fo:bear 
putting to ſale any adulterate Wares ci- 
ther of Gold oz Siſver, but that they cauſe 
theſame fozthwith to ve dcfaceo ; And that 
as well Plate-wozkers as Small-wozkers 
ſhould cauſe their reſpetive Marks to be 
bought to Goldſmiths-Hall, and there ſtrike 
theſame in a Table ue in the Aſſap-Of- 
3 nce 
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fice ; And likewiſe enter their Nameg 
and places of YDabitations in a Book 
there kept fo2 that purpoſe , wherehy 
the perſons and their MYarks might ht 
known unto the IWPardcns of the ſaid Con 
pany, which having not hitherto ben dy; 
ly obſerved , Theſe are therefozc to give nc: 
tice to, and to require again all tho! 
who exerciſe the ſaid Art 02 Myſtery 
Goldſmiths in o2 about the Cities of Londor 
and Weſtminſter, and the Suburbs of th: 
ſame, That thep fo2thwith repair to Gold 
ſmiths- Hall, and there ſtrike their Warks it 
a Table appointed fo2 that purpoſe, an 
likewiſe enter their Names , with the plz 
ces of their reſpective Dwellings , in : 
Book remaining in the Aſſay-Office there; 
And that as well the Wozker as She 
keper, and all others wozking and Trz 
ding in Gold o2 Silver Wares, of what 
kind o2 quality ſoever thep be, fo2bear put 
ting to ſale any of the ſaid Wozks, not br 
ing agreable ro Standard, that is to ſay, 
Gold not leſs in fincneſs than rwo an 
twenty Carracs, And Silver not leſs ii 
finencſs than eleven ounces two penty 
weight : Andthat no perſon o2 perſons d 
ro 
Wares either \mall o2 great , befoze th 
Woz?limans Mark be ſtruck thereon, an) 
the ſame Afſſaped at Goldſmiths-Hall , ai 
there appzoved fo2 Standard , by ſtr 
king thereon the Lyon and Leopards-Hec 


Lrowned, 02 one of them, if the ſaid Wat 
1104 | 


hencefo2th put to ſale any of the ſaid] 
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will conveniently bear the ſame: And, hereof 
all perſon: concerned are deſired to take 
notice, and demean themſelves accozding- 
lp ; otherwiſe the Wardens will make it 
their care to pzocure them to be p2oceded 
againſt acco2ding to Law, 


Goldſmiths-Hall the 7th. day of January, 1677. 


HEREAS Complaint hath been made 
to the Wardens of the Company of 
Goldſmiths London , That divcrs ſmall 
Wozks , as Silver Buckles fo: Belts, 
Zilver Hilts , and the pieces thcrcto be- 
longing, with divers other ſmall Wares 
both of Gold and Sil'cr arc fre:;ucntly 
wought and put to ſale by divers Gold- 
[miths and others , wozte than Dianvard, 
to the great abuſe of h1s Majeſtics gvod 
Subjects, and Diſcredit of tyat Wanufa- 
qure, and rep2oach in Fozern parts to the 
englith Holdſmiths : And rhat ryere are 
alſo divers pieces of Silver P'ate ſold, not 
=ng Aſaped at Goldſmiths-Hall, and'io not 
marked with the Leopards-Head Crowned, 


- as by Law the ſame ought to be. 
nd whereas the Wardens of the ſaid 
Company , to p2event the ſaid Frauds, 
have fozmerlp required al perſons to foz- 
bear putting to Sale any adulterate 
Wares either of Gold o2 Silver, but that 
thep cauſe the ſamefo2thwith tobe defaced. 
And that as well Plate-Wozkers as 
@mall-wozkers ſhould cauſe their reſpe- 

K 4 «ive 
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&rve Marks to be b2zought to Goldſmiths. 
Hall, and there ſtrike thc ſame in a Table 
kept in the Aſſap-Off ce, and likewiſe cnte 
their Pames and Places of Yabitations 
In a 500k there kept fo2 that purpoſe, 
whercvp the perſons and their Marks 
might bck!.own unto the Varvens of the 
ſaiv Company ; which having not of late 
ben duly obſerv{cd, and many of the Off: 
Dcrs (cem ta be inco2rigtble. Theſe arc 
therctoze togive notice to, aid to require a 


gain, all thoſc who Ercrciſe the ſaid Ar | 


02 Myſtery of Goldſmiths 1n o2 about th: 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter , and tit 
Suburbs of the ſame , and in and about 
the Burrough of Southwark,that thep fot: 
with repair to Goldſmiths-Hall, and ther 
ſtrike their Marks ( firſt app2oved of by 
rhe Wardens in Court) in a Table appoint 
fed fo2 that purpoſe ; and likewiſe ent 
their Names, with the places of theirt: 
ſpective Dwellings in a Book remami! 
in the Aſſap-Ofcce there : And that as wil 
the Wozkec as Shop-kepcr , and all Cut 
lers and Girdlers,and all othcrs,Trading 
in Gold o2 Silver Warcs , of what kind! 
quality ſoever thep be , fozbear putting !! 
ſale anp of the ſaid Wozks , not being! 
greable to Standard : that 1s to ſay,Ool 
not lcſs in finencſs rhan two «nd tient! 
Carracs , and Stiver uot leſs in finent 
than eleven ounces two pernp weight. Ai 
that no perſon 9? perſons do fron! cl! 


fo:th put tg Sale any of the ſais Tart} 
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cither ſmall o2 grcat,befoze the Wozkmang 
Mark be ſtruck clear and viſible thereon, 
and upon every part thereof , that is 
w2ought aſunder, and afterwards ſodered 
02 made faſt thereto, infintſhing the ſame, 
unleſs 1t be \nch ſo2t of Wozk adjudged by 
the Wardens, that it will not convenientl 
bear the Wozliers Mark. And that (all 
manner of S1lver Veſſcls, and all manner 
of Silver Hilts fo2 Dwo2ds, and all man- 
ner of Silver Buckles fo2 Belts and Gir- 
dles, and other harneſs of Silver be A\- 
ſaped at Goldſmiths-Hall, and there app2o- 
ved foz Standard ; by ſtriking thercon the 
Lion and Leopards Head Crowned , o2 one of 
them, bcfoze thep be expoſed to Sale. And 
hereof all Perſons concerned are requi- 
red to take notice, and demean themſelves 
accozdingly : otherwiſe the Wardens re- 
ſolve to make it thcir care to p2ocure them 
tobe p2oceeded againſt acco2ding to Law. 
And will reward every perſon fo2 their 
pains in diſcovering befo:e thcm(in Court) 
thematter of Fac of any Tranſgreſſo2 (1n 
the pzemiſſes) upon the Conviction of the 
Offender, 


Touching the ſeveral Weights now in uſe a- 
mongſt us, for the buying and ſelling of Gold 
and Silver, and precious Stones, the Reader may 
obſerve, 

That no other weights are (by our Laws) to be 
uſed in weighing Gold and Silver, but thoſe cal- 
led by the name of Troy Weights, of which 

24 Grains 
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24 Grains make a penny weight, or the weight 


of anold Sterling penny, (which now goes fox 


three pence.) 

20 penny weight makes one ounce, 

x2 ounces make a pound. 

The compounding theſe weights (being uſedin 
Aſſaying of Gold, and computing the Standard 
of Gold are called by the name Carra#s, of 
which a large account is given before. 

There be other ſorts of Carracts compounded 
of Troy grains, thus ; 

4 Grains makea Carract. | 

6 of ſuch Carracts make apenny weight, 

120 of ſuch - Carratts makes an ounce Try; 
Theſe are only uſed to weigh Diamonds and 
Pearls. 

That all perſons may know the difference of 
Troy weights from others, they are to obſerve 
that theſe weights are made 1n the ſhapes, andof 
the Metal, and marked as hereafter is mentioned, 
(viz.) 

The Grain weights are made of pieces of thin 
Braſs, commonly called Laten-Braſs, and arecut 
near four ſquare , and proportioned from half a 
grain to ſix grains; and ſo many grains that each 
piece contains, it is marked with the like num- 
ber of round Marks thus (o) And alſo on every 
piece is (or ſhould be) ſer the letter G with a 
Coronet at the head of it , thus &) 


The next weights above them, are thepenny 
weights, which are made of thick ſquare pieces 
of Braſs, proportioned from a half-penny weight 


roa five penny weight , and not ulually big 


w— 5 


| 
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And ſo many penny weight that each piece con- 
tainsis made or marked thereon , ſo many round 


marks thus (0)as aboveſaid ; and alſo is or ſhould 


he ſet the Lion on every piece. 
The next above them 1s the ounce weights, 


| they are alſo of Braſs , and made round inneſts, 


(thatis to ſay) to fall or ſtand one within an- 
other, and are proportioned from a drachm to 
32 ounces, and ſometimes to 64 ounces , (viz.) 
the leaſt 1s a * Drachm ; 

the next half a quarter of * A DrachmTyoyisone 
an ounce, the next a quar- poy NN”. = io 
ter of an ounce , the next , cal make an ounce 
half an ounce, the next an Trcy : Half a quaiter of 
Ounce , the next two oun- an ounce is two penny 
ces, and ſoevery one dou- veight and 12 grain:. 


ble the weight of the next 


| leſſer, andevery one from an ounce upwards, are 


marked with numeral Letters of ſuch number, as 
the pieces contains ounces, and alſo every weight 
marked with two Letters, made thus 

for Troy, and are or ſhould be marked with the 
Lion and Leopards-Head Crowned. 

The next weights above them are faſhioned like 
a Bell, and are called Zell-weights, and are pro- 
portioned from one pound or twelve ounces Trop, 
tothirty two pounds, and ſometimes higher, eve- 
ry one being double the weight of the next leſſer, 
as before of the ounce weights, and are or ſhould 
be marked with the ſame Marks. 

The Standard of theſe weights is kept in the 
Tower of London, and alſo in the Goldſmiths- Hall, 
andthe Officers there and none other ſhould have 
the Sizing or Gauging of them; bur that being 

accounted 
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accounted too chargeable, the ſeveral Weight. 
makers in and about London do uſually Size ang 
Gauge theſe weights themſelves , according tg 
the aforeſaid Standard, and do ſet marks on then 
ſomething reſembling the right ; but by what au. 
thority rhey ſo do, 1leave to the conſideration of 
thoſe immediately concerned therein. 


There are other ſorts of Weights, by ſome uſe | 


amongſt us,called by the name of Yenice-Weights 
and are made in neſts of the ſame faſhion , as the 
neſts of Troy ounces are, and every one double 
the werght of the next lefſer , but very much dif- 
fering from the Troy Weights thus, (viz.) as the 
Troy ounce contains twenty penny weights, {6 
the Yenice ounce contains but thirteen penny 
weight anda half. But there being no Law fa 
theſe Yenice-Weights amongſt us, only the $|. 
lers of Gold and Silver Lace (but without any 
warrant or authority ſo to do) do too often far 
their private lucre, uſe the ſame. But what 1 hare 
before mentioned of them , is ſufficient to pre 
vent their being uſed inſtead of the Troy weights 

There are alfo ther forts of weights (by our 
Law) in uſe among(t us, called by the name 
Averdupois (the leſler ſort of them) are made 
Braſs, and ſhaped round and flat , and every on: 
double the weight of the next leſſer , and are 0 


ought to be Sized and Marked at Gxila- Hall Low | 


arn , (where: the Standard of thoſe Weights 
kept, with ſeveral Marks , (viz.) the City Arms 
in a Shield, the Dagger, the Letter A for Aw 
dupois, a Flower-de-luce, and the Effigies of 
Veſſel or Ewer. Theſe Weights differ from tht 


Troy weights thus, (viz.) that as the Troy ounc 
COntalls 


= 
_ 
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contains twenty penny weight , ſo the ounce 
Averdupois contains but 18 penny weight ; and 
as the pound Troy contains twelve ounces, ſo the 
ound Averdxpois contains ſixteen ounces : But 
theſe not being for the weighing Gold and Silver, 
what I have mentioned of them, is ſufficient to 


| diſtinguiſh them from the Troy Weights. 


Hus I have given you a plain account of 
what Gold and Silver is produced, and their 
natures, and that the nobleneſs and cxcellency 
thereof 1s the cauſe of thefr being in ſo great 
eſteem. 

I have alſo ſhewed what induſtry hath been 
uſed heretofore to make thoſe Metals the more 
uſeful and ſerviceable in works by Allaying them 
toa certain Standard, the beſt (for the intended 
purpoſes) in the world , and what that Standard 
1s, Ihaveplainly ſer down. 

I have given you a true and faithful account of 
the Laws and rules in force, made for keeping all 
Gold and Silver Works up to that Standard, and 
for regulating the Goldſmiths Trade, and what 
perſons may lawfully follow that Trade, and. 
ſome notes for the better underſtanding thoſe 
Laws and Rules. 

l havegiven intimation of the tranſgreſſion of 
thoſe Laws by the making and ſelling ſeveral 
works of Gold and Silver, of a worſe and cour- 
er Allay than that Standard , and the proper 


| Means and ways how every perſon may eaſily diſ- 


cover the ſame, and the greatneſs or littleneſs of 
the deceit, and the right method of procceding 
or recompence. 

If 
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If for all this any Workers or Sellers of Goldg 
Silver Works (in any place within this Realn) 
ſhall reſolutely perſiſt in breaking thoſe Laws 
Working, Selling, or expoſing to Sale ſuch adytz. 
rated and fraudulent Works , to the great diſcredt 
of thoſe Metals, and deceit of the people, an 
diſhonour of this Kingdom and Government, ar! 
(in particular ) the Corporation of Goldſmith; 
Yet I hope all wearing buyers of thoſe works yil 
conſider , that to buy a thing for Gold or Silve;, 
which is but a counterfeit thereof, without diſtni 
or ſcruple, argues a weak credxlity + And towen 
Braſs or Copper , ſuppoſing it will be eſteeme{ 
Gold or Silver, may (inſtead of ſuch eſteem) me. 
rit a ſuſpicion that'ris ſo worn becauſe of diſatil 
to buy better, or of ambition to have a counterfe 
Ornament appear a reality. 

Now will any wearing Buyer be fo inconſide 
rateas to fancy or ſay this concerns not him, « 
it only concerns the Corporatiqn of Goldſmiths 
when indeed the evil practices of the Workers an! 
Sellers of Goldſmiths Works will be no ways 
curbed and prevented, as by the ingenwity of th 
wearing Buyers and their underſtanding what thh 
ought to have , but if they ſhall only underſtani 
what is their property , and not purſue it; I 
(as before) ſuch perſons are not only (in this cal) 
worthy to be cheated, but are encomragers of ſu 
evil doers, and have rio excuſe left them , wht! 
they are hereby ſo plainly directed to diſcort! 
the cheat, and ſo eaſily to get recompence, eitht 
(immediately) of the Seller, or by application! 
the Wardens of the Goldſmiths , or to the chit 
Magiſtrates in the ſeven Touch-Towns, mw__ art 

ollN: 
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bound by Law (as aforeſaid) to ſtand by the par- 

ty wronged, and endeayour what in them lies to 

purſue all courſes of Law to obtain their recom- 
ce. 

And I do aſſert, that ſeveral perſons to my 
knowledge have made complaint to the Wardens 
inthe method as afore is directed, and have had a 
quick and ſpeedy diſpatch to their full ſatisfacti- 
on; and others who having diſcovered their be- 
ing cheated, have applied themſelves to the per- 
ſon of whom the falſe work was bought , who 
have either returned the money which it coſt, or 
good work of the Standard goodneſs inſtead 
thereof, rather than a farther clamour ſhould be 
made to his diſgrace, or be called in queſtion be- 
fore Authority for the offence. 

But to ſuggeſt that this deceit 1s only, or for 
the moſt part in the ſmall Silver Works , and 
therefore inconſiderable and not worth the trou- 
ble of the Magiſtrate, nor others to ſuppreſs it, 
when tis well known. 

That the ſazall Works are near as much conſi- 
derable as the great Works; for counting the 
number of Workers and Sellers, and the multitude 
of Wearers, and the extraordinary wearing, and 
breaking, and alterations of Faſhions of the ſmall 
Gold and Silver Works, above the great Plate, it 
will appear to be uſed near equal in quantity, 
f not more. 

For, it may be obſerved, that in and about 
London, for one that works in great Plate, there 
s fix ſmall Workers, and more; and that the 
great Workers do not always make their vellels 
and work of the largeſt ſort, but domake _ 

ance 
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dance inconſiderable in the weight ; as of $> by 
or 2 ounces cach piece, and goes under the nany 
of ſmall Works ; and that the Small Workers do fre. 


quently make heavy Works, as Hilts, and Buckles, | 


and ſuch like, weighing 3, 4, 5, 6, 85 10, or 12, 
ounces the piece or ſett, and yet is accounted 
Small Work ; and that when Trade has beet indif. 
ferent quick, ſeveral of theſe Small Workers have 
each of them to my knowledge wrought int 
Buckles, and Hilts, and ſuch like 200 ounces an! 
_— Silver in every week of a very baſe Al. 
ay. 

So that if half the S-2zall Works be adulteratel 
or made of Counterfeit Sterling or Standard, the 
wearers of ſuch Works cannot be leſs cheated (ty 
what may reaſonably be collected conſidering 
what is made and fold in London, and all parts d 
the Kingdom) than two hundred pounds in ever 
week, reckoning but ove ſhilling cheat 1n ever 
ounce of Silver, and ſo proportionably in Golt; 
bur if any conſiderable number of the ſmall Wart 
ers ſhould each of them cheat F, or 6, or 10, 
T5 /. or more in every week in the Buckles and 
Hilts, and the pieces thereto belonging (which 
well known ſome have done) and fo of other 
ſmall Works, it would amount to a greater ſun, 

And to fancy that this deceit being fo divided 
ſevered, and diſperſt, that no one perſon can com- 
plain of any conſiderable loſs thereby , therefore 
no need of puniſhing or ſuppreſſing thercof. 

By the ſame reaſon if Thieves and Robbers d 
craftily take or ſteal but by little and little, to the 
value of 64. of one, 1 5. of another, 2 s. of an 


ther, 5 s. of another, to or 155. of another, *. 


} 
Ie 
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ns need is there of pmnſhing or fipprefſing them * 
The inference thereof I lcave to all, and do hope 
that the wear:ins bayers of Goidi[miths, works, 
to wit; Sword-41lts, and the pieces thereto belong - 
nr, Buckles for belts and Girales, and Shoe-Bucklcs, 
and Garter-Buchles, Watch-Caſes, aid the Pins aud 
Studs that are put into Watch-Caſes, Rings of all 
ſorts, Locke:'s, and other fewels; Aonty- Boxes, 
Tobacco-Boxes; Coral-Sockets, and the Brafs wier 
put in thoſe Sockets, and Copper Clippers in the 
Bells; ail. ſorts of Buttons and Taggs for Garments, 
Chiryrgeons - [SFr uments, Claſps, Chains, Dramy 
Cups, and all other ſorts of ſmall work, and of the 
reat Plate that is made in the remote places from 
London ) will not ſitter themſelvcs, to, be thus 
wheedlingly cheated by thofe Works, of 11 or 
12000 /. or More, in every year : Burt that be the 
cheat ſmall or grear, or the oftendcr rich or poor, 
the agrieved pcrſons will vigoroully proſecute, 
and the Magijſtratcs ſeverely puniſh every offen- 

d&r in the-Gold{miths Trade. | 
And rather then the poverty of any offender, 
ſhould dererr the proſecyrtion and fevereſt pu- 
niſhment, I do averr that ( thcy bring rhe tirſt 
and principal adventurers to make theſe fraudu- 
lent Works ) it were better they were main- 
tained by the Alms of the Parith, than thus to 
aſſiſt to: cheat the people, and diſcredit the Gold- 
ſmiths Wargs, and thereby ſpoil their Trade. And 
the more able Working-Goldſmiths, that would 
work honeſtly, are forced to follow ſuch their ill 
example, or procure them to be puniſhed, or loſe 
their Trades. nd certain it us, if the tines on 
theſe offenders be (mall, it will be werth their while 
to 


oy ” " - 
- c—— 
—_— I 


A M4 _ " Do 
_ 
—— == 
— —_ 
CT—— —— —— — — : 
—_ - PRES 

_ 
_ _— - D Ks 


- —_ - - 


p__ ——— 


* - 
__—_—_ — —— 
w _— — 
2 


= 
—— 
__ o: Te 


— - _— 
_ _ 
os - _ . » >< - . 
TT. EE OO CCC 


— 


——_ CO e— CO OOCCG__— OC TIO. —_———_— oo 
_ — 


145 A Louch-ſtone foz 


to pay it, and go 0n again in making and wendy 
ſuch cbeating Works : for true it is, that one mee 
cheat, or leſs, may makes double recompence for y 
ordinary Fine, and it will be a great chance if thi 
puniſh d offenders, that live privately, be catcht an 
in half, or a whole year after. 

A more particular account of theſe deceits take 
thus : The Shop keeper buys in his Shop all ton; 
of old comrſe Gold and Silver works, and you may 
be ſure xot for above the juſt intrinſick value tha 
.;tis worth ; which courſe Go'd or Silver, ( inſteat 
, of cauſing the Refiner to make it of the finencſs i 
Stanaard ) he either works up again himſelf, 
puts it out to his Work-men abroad ( who lire 
generally in private ) to be wrought ; or elſette 
mean Work-men, having made up courſe Gol 
or Silver works of their own, about with it the 
go to the Shep-keepers ; and they, whether Gol 
ſmiths, or Traders in their Works, ( if evilly di 
Poſed ) do receive of theſe New works more « 
leſs, as they have occaſion, and put in Gap 
weight for weight their Old courſe Gold or Silver 
againſt the New, and only pay the Work-manfo 
the Faſhion. And the Work- men dare not refult 
this way of dealing, for the number of them bt 
Jing great, and are generally very poor, thatil 
one do refuſe, another ( eſpecially an Alien) wi 
imbrace it, and the refuſer loſerh his Trade, ani 
fo is undone: And the complying worker M 
this further advantage, he will make it comf, 
and ſo every time ('tis new wrought ) on{# 
and courſer, and as bad as poſſibly he can work! 
and make it ſhew like Gold or Silver. And if ti 


cvil diſpoſed Goldſmiths deliver Gold or _ 
tha 


- 


Gold and Silver Wares, 1.47 


that is Standard, to be wrought into Works, or 
do work it themſelves, they wilt certainly mix, 
or cauſe the Work-man ro mix in it, ſuch quan- 
tities of Coppcr as wiil make it of the cuſtomary 
courſneſs. Herein [yes the deluſion of that pretence, 
(to wit) that he takes (or delivers to his Weorh-men) 
nw Gold or Silver bet Standard to be wrown7ht into 
Works. 

This counrcrfcit Gold or Silver work, is al- 
ways ſold to the wearing buyer (it Silver ) at x s. 
the ounce, and (1t Gold) at 4/7. the ounce, al- 
though moſt rimes ir be nor worth above half 
the price, beſides the Faſhion, 4 charge not all 
Shop-keeping Go!dimiths,. and Traders in their 
Works; with theſe unlawful doings ; bur afſuredly 
tis an overſpread diſeaſe, for the evil-diſpoſed 
Goldſmiths and Traders in their Works, will 
(as the Laws to prevent theſe deceits now are ) 
deſpite of Fate praCtiſe it at all opportunities, 
and the honeſt Goldſmiths and Traders in their 
Works, muſt (though unwillingly ) do fo too, 
or loſe their Trades. And many honeſt Workers 
would gladly contributc largely both pains and 
money to puniſh otteaders, and obtain a thorow 
Reformation ; bur are ſo over-awed by the evil- 
diſpoſed Shop-keepers with whom they deal, that 
they dare not appear or give the leaſt counte- 
nance to it, which if the Shop- keeper perceives 
they do, it will afſuredly coſt them rhe loſs of 
their Cuſtom , unleſs ſome extraordinary thing 
prevent. _. 

And that the honeſt Goldſmiths and Traders in 
their Works, are ſo forc'd to practice theſe de- 
Elts, it may plainly appear by theſe Examples : 

L 2 Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe a Set of Buckles weighing two ouncy 
be made of Sterling , which S:iver the honeh 
Goldſmith ſells for 10s. 6 4. you may be ſurehe 
gains nothing by that ; bur if he take 2 5. arex. 
ſonable price for the Faſhion, which is all hj 
gains, O how tis ſ{ccupled, as a great rate, and 
too dear! For the evil-diſpoſed Goldſmith wil 
make a Set of thc fame lixencſs and weigh, 
worth but 2 s. 6 4. the ounce, and take 10s, fy 
the Silver, and Lut 2 s. for the Faſhion, and thi 
by the wearing buyer is cCountcd a great deal th 
better bargain, wre;z indeed 125 the aearer by 
than the good Silver 3uckies. 

Or ſuppoſe a Gold Ring weighing 6 awr. le 
r ade of Standard, which Gold the honeſt Golt- 
ſmith ſells for x /. 4 5. you may be ſure he gain: 
nothing by that ; but ii he take 3 5s. a reaſonabl 
price for the Faſhion, which 1s all his gains, ti 
ſcrupled, and accounted a great rate, and to 
cear : Forth: evil-diſpoſed Goldſniith will mak 
a Gold Ring of the ſame likeneſs and weight, an 
the Gold worth but 18 s. and take 1 /. 4 s. fort, 


and but 2 5s. for the Faſhion, and rh:s by tit] 


wearing bajer is accounted a great deal the bette 
bargain, when indeed 'tis #earer by 5 8. thn t 
other. Burt if the Gold or Silver be courſer, 5 
oſten it is, the bargain will be ſo much the deare, 
and the cheat the greater. And fo it is of al 
other Goldſmiths works. which are adulterattd 
and this deceitful pretended cheapreſs draws and 
the boneſt Go aſmiths Cuſtom, and e:.ceedingly cheai 
the wearing bayer. D 

Another invention is uſed arrong the evi: 


poſed Goldſmiths, and Traders in their Wotks 
| 10 
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to defraud the wearing buyer : They will always 
(eſpecially now there is fo great noiſe alcut 
theſe deccits ) keep of every ſort of Gold and 
Silver works, both of the Staud.rd goodneſs and of 
« conrſer Allay , ready for ſale ; and whin the 
Cuſtomer comes to buy, they will carefully ol. 
ſerve whether he has 5k&/{{ in the Silver or Gold, 
and whether he is ſcrpalous of its goodnels, by 
asking for the marks, and ( the common, though 
frivolous queſtion ) whether they will warrant it 
to be Standard ; then be ſure he muſt bc very 
impadent that will put any Wares but good, into 
ſuch ſcrupulous pcifons hands : Bur if they per- 
ceive the Cuſtomer care/cſs, or anskilful, then he 
is the perſon that ſhall alluredly have the Adulte- 
zated Goldſmiths works. 

This artifice occaſions the difficulty for perſons 
imployed on purpoſe ( by the Company, or others) 
to buy the decenful Works, thereby to have the 
oltenders proſecuted according to Law : For ſuch 
perſon imployed muſt be very ingenuous in ma-- 
naging his words and carriage, and to make 


 Ciſtinftion, elſe he may buy the good inſtead 


—} 


of the bad, by which may accrue contidcrable 
loſs by the Faſhion, they having not occaſion tor 
the lame. 

I know many will be much offended at theſe 
diſcoveries, and refle&t on me thar old ſaying, 


| That 'ris a ſorry Bird that defiles his own Net ; 


but let ſuch conſider in theſe caſes, that he 1s not 
the defiler, that diſcovers and endeavours to 
cleanſe the filthy corrupt doings 1n this Trade, 
But they that are the Aftors and Abetters of adul- 
teratino the Goldſmiths Works, are defilers of their 


3 Nets, 
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Weits, a diſcredit to their Works, and diſhonowr v 
the whole Trade and Nation. 

I am the more plain in this caſe, becauſe I find 
this diſtemper is contamacions, and the offender 
zncorrigible, and do impudently defie the Lay, 
and dare the Magiſtrates to their faces; and 
at every time they cheat in theſe Works, an 
Eſcape, conclude that no agrieved perſons wil 
trouble themſelves ro call them in queſtion for 
the ſame ; and the rhreatning againſt them hy 
others, to be but as an old Womans Fable. 

Wherefore theſe offenders ought to be expoſed 
to exemplary puniſhment, not only to pay con- 
ſiderable Fines , bur with the PiVory, lefs then 
which will not ſtop the caricre. of this fo gra 
deceit. And ſince the counterfeiting a Paſs, was 
puniſhed with the Pillory, and a Fine, 116. del 
Goal. Newgate, 5 Decembv. 8 Car. 1. and the like 
puniſhment impoſed for counterfeiting a Bu 
chers Licenſe, 2 March, 7 Car. eod. 116, it mayht 
ſuppoſed that the counterfeiting the Szerling o 
Standard in Works of Gold or Silver, and felling 
exchanging or bartering the ſame, (bemg a greater 
cheat) will not be leſs ſeverely dealt with. 

And to the end theſe deceitful praCticcs may 
be eſſeCtually ſuppreſs'd and prevented, I wil 
humbly propoſe to our wiſe Law-makers, wht- 
ther a further Authority (with reducing all Golt- 
ſmiths into thar Corporation as aforcſaid ) ma 
be given to the Wardens of the Goldſmiths, ant 
ro all other Surveyors as the King is Authorizel 
by the afore-recited Stat. of 37 Ea. 3. 7. to #Þ 

int, and alſo to the parties grieved, to til 
effe& following ; ( viz. ) - , 
p. | bat 
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Hat it ſhall aud may be lawful to and for the 
Wardens of the Company of Goldſmiths of the 
City of London, and either of them, and their Suc- 
ceſſors, and ſuch other skilful perſon and perſons as 
the Kings Majeſty, his Heirs aid Succeſſors, ſhall 


from time to time think fit to appoint, and authorize 


under the Great Seal of England, at all times here- 
after, in the day time, for the better redreſs of the 
evils aforeſaid, to enter into all and every Shop and 
Shop? , Worh-houſes and Ware-honſes of all and 
every perſon and perſons trading in, and ſelling any 
Plate Veſſels, Harneſs, or any other work or ware of 
Gold or Silver, and ſurvey, view, and try the ſaid 
wares ; #nd in caſe they ſhall find any of the ſaid 
norks or wares, whether they be ſingle or mixt, or 
jojned with the works of other Trades, to be deficient, 
either for want of ſuch Stamp and Marks as by the 
Statutes made for regulating Goldſmiths works, are 
required, or be not of good and warrantable Allay, 
or any Br aſs, Copper, or Laten works, gilt or filvered, 
contrary to the Stat. 5 Hen. 4. 13. That then it ſhall 
and may be lawful to and for the Wardens and their 
Saccelfrs, and ſuch other Surveyors, perſon and per- 
ſms ſo to be authorized under the Great Seal as 
doreſaia, reſpeftively to ſeize and ſecure the ſame, 
and the ſame ſeizure ſhall return and preſent at the 
next Seſſrons of the Peace for ſuch County where ſuch 
ſeiwre is made ; and in caſe upon ſuch Preſentment, 
the owner of ſuch Works ſhall not be ſatisfied with 
ſucb ſeiznre, but will juſtifie the ſame to be lawful 
Works, that they the ſaid owner ſhall forthwith plead 
Not guilty #nto the ſaid Preſentment, and the Conrt 


| Uhereupan, at the ſame Seſſions, ſhall canſe a ?ury p 
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be returned, to try the ſaid Iſſue, upon which tra 
the ſaid parties ſhall be at liberty to give the ſpecial 
matter in eviaence : And incaſe the Verditt ſhall 
given for the Proſecutor, or the ſaid Wares ſhall be 
condemned on ſuch Preſentment, by Nihil Gicit, tha 
then in either of the ſaid caſes, ihe ſaid Wares ſ:al 
be appraiſed in the ſaid Ceart, upon the Oaths of tm 
perſons, and the one moiety of ſuch appraiſcment ſhal 
forthwith, before delivery of the ſaid Wares, be paid 
#rzo the Sheriff of the ſaid Connty, to be avſwered 
on his accounts in the Exchequer to his Majeſh, 
wherewith the Clerk of the Peace is hereby require 
to Charge him in his Eftreats in the Exchequer; 
and the other moiety ſhall go and be to the perſon ard 
perſous making ſuch ſeizure. And the ſaid fubtic 
of the Seſſiorrs ro be hereby authorized and required, 
in caſe of ſnch tryal as aforeſaid, if the Vera? ſul 
be oiven for the Profecator, totax and aſſeſs himhi 
full coft by him expended in ſuch proſecution, ani 
alſo twenty ſhillings for his attendance, in caſe ti 
moiety of the Works ſeized be net of that value. Au 
in caſe the Verdiit ſhall be given againſt the Priſ 
crtor, that then the ſaid Court ſhall tax and aſt] 
the Defendant his full coft of Suit, ard fhall frm 
time to tim? grant Execution for levyiag all th 
ſame money ſo taxed as aforeſaid; and the ſaid car 
demmation or tryal there to be had, ſhall be conciuſ" 
to all parties, without further Appeal ta any othn 
Conrt by Certiorari, Writ of Error, or ary otherni 
whatſoever. | 
Andin caſe any Goldſmith, or any other perſon 
perſons, ſellers of any works or wares of Gold or Si 
ver, or gilt or fulvered Braſs, Copper, or Laten, ſou 
refuſe ts permit the ſa:d Wardens, or other 1he #6 
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gr perſons, or Stryeyors ſo to be arcthorized as afore- 
[ad reſpettively, to ſurvey, ſearch and try, in the day 
time, all ſuch wares and works of Gold and Silver, 
or gilt or filvered works aforeſaid, as ſhall be within 
their reſpective Shops or Ware-houſes , or ſhall re- 
fuſe, when required, to open all their Compters, 
Cheſts, Glaſſes, Cupboards, Boxes, Drawers, Work- 
houſes, Ware-honſes, and all and every other place 
and places where the faid wares are uſually made or 
kept, that then every perſon ſo offending, to forfeit 
for every ſuch refuſal the ſum of five pounds , the 
one moiety whereof to be to our Soveraign Lord the 
King, his Heirs and Swcceſſors, and the other moiet 
to ſuch perſon and perſons to whom ſuch refuſal u 
made, together with full cos, in caſe the ſaid for- 
feitures be conteſted, and recovery be had by Smit 
at Law, 

\ And that all 7uStices of the Peace, Mayors, Bai- 
liffs, ConSFables, and all other Officers, where any 
fearch ſhall be made by virtue of this Att, ſhall be 
aiding and aſſiſting to the ſaid Wardens and Sur- 
vejors reſpectively, in making ſuch ſearches. 

And that if any perſon or perſons whatſoever, ds 
o ſhall connterfeit or deceitfully make, or cauſe to 
be counterſeited or deceitfully made , the Mark or 
Marks of the Corporation of Goldſmiths, or the 
Mark, or Marks of any Goldſmith, entered and re- 
giitred as by the Statutes aforeſaid is diretted, on 
ary work of Gold or Silver whatſoever , that then 
ſuch perſon ſo offending, ſhall for every ſuch offence 
nur the penalty of Fifty pounds, to be divided be- 
wixt the King, and the party grieved that ſhall ſue 
for the ſame : And where the offender is not able to 
pay ſuch Fine, he ſhall undergo twelve months im- 
| priſonment 
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riſoument without Bail or Mainpriſe, and be a 
pnblickly whipt upon his naked back at the Ca, 
Tail, once in every month daring ſuch impr- 
ſonment. 

And that the Wardens of the Goldſmiths afore 
ſaid, and all other Swrveyors appointed for th 
Aſſaying and Marking the Goldſmiths works , a 
their Swcceſſors reſpettrvely, ſhall and may lawful 
detain and keep ( the weight of ) 4 grains of Silug, 
and no more, out of every ounce Troy, and ſo proper. 
tionable ont of every leſſer weight, of all Silver Work 
they do allow and mark for geod, that ſhall contain 
each piece unaer the weight of fix ounces Troy, ſa 
and towards the extraordinary charge and pain 
about Aſſaying and Marking the ſame. 

And that if any Attion, Plaint, Suit or Inform+ 
tion, ſhall be commenced or proſecuted arainft ay 
perſon or perſons for what he or they ſhall do in pu. 
ſnance, or in execution of this Att, ſuch perſon v 
perſons ſo ſued in any Court whatſoever , ſhall ad 
may plead the general Iſſue Not guilty, and upon ay 
Iſſue joyned, may give ths Att and the jeci 
matter in evidence : And if the Plaintiff or Proſe 
cator ſhall become Non-ſnit, or forbear farther pre 
ſecution, or ſuffer a diſcontinuance, or if the Verdi 
paſs againſt him, the Defendants ſhall recover thit 
treble cofts, for which they ſhall have the like re 
wedy as in any caſe where coſts by the Law are giv 
to Defendants. | 

And that it may be enatted, that from time il 
time, and at all times hereafter, when any Fears 
or ſhall be agrieved, by having received or ought 
any Gotgſmith, or other Trader in Goldſmiths wort 
in London, or five miles compaſs of the ſame Ci) 

an 
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wanner of Gold or Silver work whatſoever, that 

i not of the fineneſs, or is worſe then the Standard 
appointed for Golaſmiths works by the Laws and Sta- 
twtes of this Realm ; It ſhall and may be lawful to 
and for any one or more fuſtices of the Peace, or 
chief Magiſtrate of the place where the offence ſhall 
be commuted, he or they to be hereby required and 
ewjo ned, upon proof to him or then reſpettively made 
of ſuch Renct , by the Oath of the party grieved, of 
bis or her receiving or buying the work, (and pro- 
ducing the Report of either the ſworn Aſſay-Maſter 
of the Goldſ(miths-Hall, or the ſworn Aſay-Maſter 
of the Tower of London, »nder either of their 
hands , that the Work ti worſe th:u Standard, and 
unlawful ; which Aſſays and true Reports they and 
either of them, to be required readily to perform for 
yſual Fees ; which Oath the ſaid Zaſtice and Juſtices 
of the Peace, and chief Magiſtrate reſpeftively, to be 
bereby impowred and required to adminiſter ) to 
make Record of every ſuch offence under his or their 
bands and ſeals reſpettively, which Record ſo made 
4s aforeſaid, to be to all intents and purpoſes in Law 
taken and adjudged to be a full and perfett convitti- 
on of every ſuch offender for every ſuch offence. By 
vertue of which Record, the Wardens of the Gold- 
ſmiths, or any one of them, ( having the falſe Work, 
and a true Copy of the convittion, and Record of the 
fence, under the hands and ſeals of ſuch reſpetive 
[uſtice or chief Magiſtrate, delivered to them or any 
one of them ) ſhall and may lawfully, and are hereby 
authorized and required, with the aſſiſtance of a 
Conſtable, Headborough, or Tithing-man, (who are 
bereby required to be aidin a7 aſſiſting herein ) 
ho levie the full ſum that ſuch deceitful Gold or Sil- 
ver 
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ver works was ſold at, to ſuch reſpettive perſon griz | 


WW 


for a Fine, in caſe the falſe Works be not of tha: 14. 
tae, by diſtreſs and ſale of ſ#ch offenders Goods ani 
Chattels, renaring the overpliuus ; and with ſuch me 
ney to make re-p 1yment to the party grieved hisrts 
ſonable charges, and the aforeſaid Fine and acti. 
ful Work fha'l be to the nſe of the ſaid Cor;s 
ration. 

Provided aiways, that where ſuch offender ſ14| 
find t11/eIf agrieved, by ſuch convitiion aud dit 
as aforejauin, that it ſhll and may ve lawful for hin, 
w:this oxe 2eck after the ſaid a:ires ſhall be mat 
as aforc{aia, ( 4i:d not alter) to app! in writin 
Fo jak pow convitlted, 4, en: LA ini0 kecop 
nizance bet:r: the Juſtice or Ilavijtraie rhat mat 
the Record, to proſecmte the ſaid Appea! to felt) 
to the Fudgment of the Fufiices of the Peace intlw 
Dnerter-Seſſions, to whem the Fuſtice of the Peat, 
or chief MaziStrate, or Aiderman that firſt 
vitted the offender , ſvall certifie wnder bis or thit 
hands and ſeals the eviaence upon which the a 
vittion paſs a, and the whole Record tweresf, aid tt 
ſaid Appeal and Recopniz.ance ; whereupon ſui 
offender may plead and make defence, and have ti 
tryal by a fury thereupon. And in caſ2 ſuch Appt 
lant ſhall not proſecute with effe&t, or if wpon ſi! 
tryal he ſhall not be acquitted, or fadgment paſsW 
for him upon his ſaid Appeal, the ſaid 7uſtice: 
their Seſſions ſhall give treble cot againſt ſuch ofer 
der, for his ſaid unjuſt Appeal : And no ether Cow 
ſhall intermeadale with any Cauſe or Cauſes of Apps 
upon ſuch convittion, record and diſtreſs, but it ſe 
be finally determined in the Duarter-Seſſions w. 


ved, with neceſſary charics, and alſo twenty ſhillm; 
/ O 
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This methbd may be fitted as cfteCtual for all 
other places in the Kingdom, by impowring the 
Juſtices and clitef Magiſtrates there, to iſſue forth 
their Warrants (after conviction and record made 
of the oticnce as aforeſaid ) to make diſtreſs, and 
to re-pay the agrieved perſon : and the falſe 
Goods to be to the uſe of the Poor of the Pariſh, 
and liberty of Appeal as aforeſaid. 

If this or ſume other proviſion ſhall be thought 
{t by our Law-makers to be made, for the better 
enabling the Wardens of the Goldſmiths to per- 
form their duty, and to make the proſecution of 
theſe offenders quick, cheap, and eſie, it will 
doubrleſs totally ſuppreis theſe decels. 

Bur now as the caſe is, the Wardens will ſay, 
we are willing to do our duty to the utmoſt, we 
have provided an Afſay-Office at our Hall, with 
Officers and all conveniences therein, for Aſſay- 
ing and Marking all Gold and Silver works that 
are Standard , and will conveniently bear the 
Marks. 

We do not refuſe, but allow all Workers in 
Goldſmiths works in London, and three mites 
compaſs, the Aſſay and Touch at our Office, as 
thoſe free of our Company have. 

Weare ready at all times necdful, and do make 
ſearch among all Workers and Traders in Gold- 
(miths works, and ſeverely puniſh the offenders 
tor what offences we can find. 

But here lyes the miſchief that marrs all, let us 
agree upon and appoint a ſearch as ſecret as we 
can, and ſo ſecretly proceed about the work, tis 
poſſible we may turprize one, two, or three of 
thsſe deceitful Traders at firſt, and view uy 

| their 


153 A Touch-ſtone foz 
their works. Bur 'tis certainly true, they vil 
ive notice one to the other ; then all the reſt yi 

preſently hide arid Jock up all their deci 
works, and when we come to ſearch, ſome yr 
tend they have none but good, and mot willy, 
fuſe to open either Glaſs, Preſs, Compter, Bux x 
Drawer, or Back-room , ( which is the princy; 
place; ) And ſome when having ſecured the 
falſe Works, will abſent themſelves until we x 
gone; and we doubting of our power to bre 
open or puniſh the contempt, do depart : and thy 
our endeavours are made fraitleſs both in Ci 
and Country, | 

But Quere, Whether the Goldſmiths and Tradn 
wn their Works, that do refuſe to give free libeny' 
ſearch, ( to all or any of thoſe authorized by Lan! 
ſearch, view and try the Golaſmiths works ) be 
dittable and Fineable by the Common Law furtt 
contempt ; if it be ſo, yet the charge and tromi 
and little profit, will diſcourage the proſecution, 

And, whether the Wardens of the Goldſmiths.as 
other the Surveyors, have Anthority ( upon reſi(« 
to break open Glaſſes and Preſſes, and all plai 
where they do ſee any works of their Trade, (amms 
any Goldſmiths and Traders in their works ) aur 
view and try the ſame ; if they have, yet that A 
m_— will avail little, for the Adulterated wil 
are chiefly kept in more obſcurity. 

And the agrieved perſon will ſay, I have boup 
# ſet of Silver Buckles, and by thedireCtion afort 
ſaid do find I am cheated 2, 2, or 4 s. or moet 
them ; or, I have bought 4 Silver Hilt, and® 
find I am cheated 6, or 8, or 10, or 155 0" 


and the pieces thereto belonging ; and /o © 
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other forts of ſmall works both of Gold and Silver, 
and the great Plate made remote from London : 
And he will ſay, he that fold it me is a cheating 
Knave, I will go to him again, if I can conve- 
niently, or can remember or know where he is, 
or inhabits, and Hector him to make me recom- 
pence ; which 1f he refuſe to do, I conſider that 
to proſecute him at the Seſſtons, will require the 
lofs of a great deal of time, and more charges 
than the ſum I am cheated of, eſpecially if he re- 
move the Plaint into the Kings-Bench Comrt ; or 
if I begin with him there, or any other Court, it 
will be the ſame thing, as to loſs of time and 
preat expence, therefore I will omir the proſecu- 
tion : And becauſe of the di/pþaragement to wear 
ſuck braſſe connterfeit Gold or Silver, I will put it 
off for what I can get, and take more care the 
next time I buy ſuch Works, or wholly omit the 
wearing of them. 

This is the common ſaying among the people, 
and the apprehenſion of the diſcouragement in 
proſecuting the Workers and Sellers of theſe A- 
dulterated cheating Works, is a great encourage- 
ment to their proceedings therein. 

But my good Country-men, I pray conſider 
that none of you are born only for your ſelves, 
but ought to be helpful ro the Publick ; if ſome 
aprieved perſans are timorom, unable, or ſo dull, 
that they will rather ſuffer this way of cheating 
to preceed in a full torrent, than take a little 
pains, or be at a little charge to pur a ſtop there- 
to; yet I hope ſome of you ( having more gexe- 
row Spirits, for the good and honour of your 
Country ) will conſider, that although the proſe- 

cution 


160 A Louch-ſfone fo? 


cution of theſe offenders for ſmall crimes, may 


be rather a loſs than gain to you ; yet the briys. 
ing theſe offenders ſomerimes to publick puniſhmen 
will make them ſenſfible that they are net ſecure u 
heretofore from the laſh of the Law, for ſuch thi 
aeceitful prattices. But if the proceedings of the 
Wardens, and the grieved perſons, were made 
more effettzual, cheap, quick ana eaſie, where the 
Wardens go. once in their ' ſearch now, they 
would then go ten times ; and where there isone 
agrieved proſecutor now; there would then bt 
ewenty : then who-would dare to oftend in th: 
Goldſmiths Trade ? 

\ Now;let me reaſon the caſe a little with you, 
that will notwithſtanding all that I have writ, 
and all the late puniſhments that have beenin- 
flicted for thete offences, obſtinately and rely. 
lately perſift in working. and, felling unlawful 
Gold or Silver works, what do you think wil 
be the right ways cither to advance your Trade, 
or lejien it ? | , 

Can you imagine thar although the buyer per 
ccive not the deccit ar firſt, (when the works 
newly ſold, and canningly ſet off, with all your kill) 
that he will not perceive it in the wearzn lit 
Braſs or Copper.? and when ſold again, be allowec 
but 3 5. or 3's. 64. the ounce for the: Silver, and 
bur 2 /. 10 5. or 3 /. the ounce for the Gold, when 
he paid 5 s. the ounce for the Silver, and 4/. tit 
ounce for the Gold, beſides the Faſhion 

You may be ſure he will not only repent tle 
dealing with you, but publickly ſay, You are 3 
very cheating Knave ; and ſay alſo, Who would 


buy ſuch ſorc of Works wherein is ſo much de- 
(ct, 


your Works, and your Trads dichys ; 
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ccit, but rather uſe any other thing inftcad 
thc reot ? Ind this prope are Ut iſco, YT 1 oy to bn 
whilſt Vou 
yainly think to treble your profit , but ir;{tead 
thercof lole your Trade. 

When otherwiſe if your Goid and Silver works 
be of Standard goodneſs, your Cultomc:s will 
ſay, Tis 4s good as money in their Pockets, weizhe 
for weizht ; and that they know what they | paid 
for the Faſhiov, which is all the lofs they ſhall 
be at, and the work wears creditable; and they 
will not repent of their bargain, bur publickly 
commend it, whereby others wil be encou- 
raged to buy ſuch Works, and fo your Trade 
Increaſes, 

And I will aflert, thar if all the Gol] and Sil- 
ver works were made of Standard goodneſs, for 
one ounce that is thercin uſcd now, there would 
then be three ounces and more : And thus would 
your Tradc flouriſh, and the oid Proverb would 
be to you experimentally true, that Honejty :s the 
beft Policy. 

And although the old (but erronious) Proverb 
Is, Thar ho:eſt dealing is a Jewel, but they that 
ule jt ſhall dic Beggars; yet I have obſerved, 
and 'tis we!l known of ſeveral perſons that have 
got conſiderable Eftates by indirect and un- 
juſt means, and it has mouldercd and waſted 
away , and the parties Come to a very mean 
condition. 

And others who have uſed a good conſcience 
ntheir dealing, and have what in them lay, pro- 
ceded in all their ways by the rule of juſtice and 
honeſty, have been very proſperous, and arrived 
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to conſiderable Eſtates, and it hath continued to 
them and theirs. 

But ſome Womwkers and Traders in Goldfmiths 
Works willſay , others do make falſe and adulte- 
rated Works, and ſell cheap, and we work ho- 
neſtly aud have no gains coucht undiſcernably inthy 
Metal, therefore muſt have a ſuitable and viſible 
profit to our labuur 3 and by conſequence out 


| works vey! ir bear A mgher priſe than the adultereted | 


works of the tame Iikeneſs and weight, or we can- 
not live : Ard the faiſe works being cheaper, and 
yet more g4inful than our honeſt works, willbe 
vended, and have free paſſage amongit the un- 
$sk1lful people, whilſt our good and lawful works 
w1ll He on our hands. 

How then can we (by common reaſon) beindu. 
ccd to believe that our honeſty will maintain us, 
or your obſervation of the good ſucceſs of honeſt 
dealing be uſeful to us to prevent the neceſlity of 
our being brought to work; and ſell as badas any, 
or ſtarve 

To which my honeſt Brethren, I fay, youare 
obliged by the Laws of this Land, and Principles 
of Chriſtian Religion to be :rae and juſt in all yo 
aealings,neither to cheat by your ſelf,nor be acceF 


ſary to others cheating; not to work, or cauſeto | 


be wrought or vended,falſe and adulterated Goll 
or Silver work of your own , nor to work it for 
others: if you do the contrary , *ris Rebellion, 
and as the fin of Witchcraft; in the pradtice of 
which you ſhall never proſper : and further, yol 
are to conſider, you are placed by providencei 
this Trade for your livelihoods, and I hope hare 
Ingenuous capacities to manage it ſo, that jo 

ma 
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may appear to the world to be curious Artiſts. 
Then be you ingenious alſo to keep a Brotherly 
Correſpondence .one with the other , and every 
one endeavour his uttermoſt (to obtain the New 
Laws afore-propoſed, and in the mean time) to diſ- 
cover, impcach, and proſecute by the afliſtance of 
the Wardens, and means, as afore is directed, all 
thatdo work or ſell adulterated works, this (with 
the never-failing ſeverity of the Courts on theſe 
Offenders) will break the hearts of knaviſh aQti- 
ons and deſigns in yeur Trade, all then muſt 
work Gold and Silver of a like goodneſs, none 
then can under-ſell you but will ruine themſelves: 
And you cannot be accounted ignominions Tuformers, 
which are thoſe that ſue upon Penal Statutes , and 
aim more at the private lucre than the ſuppreſſing 
or preventing the Tranſgreſſion , and will unlawfally 
compound the Offence, or take bribes to forbear pro- 
ſecution. Be you clear from theſe in your proſe- 
cutions, and then you will be ; nay you cannot be 
accounted other (without calumny and ſlander) 
than the parties grieved: and ſuch your proceed- 
ings being ſo juſt and honeſt, ard honorable to 
your Trade antl Nation, you will certainly have 
the Blefſing of Divine Providence in ſo eminent a 


_ meaſure, that you will be forc'd to confeſs, that 


no ill courſe 1s comparable to the juſt and honeſt, 
for your growing rich, and that your Riches wall 
gotten 1s bleſſed to you and yours, 
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H AT my good intent for preventing 
fraud not only 11 caſes where Majj 
Gold and Silver are uſed, but alſoin 


other Forks made cr pretended to be mas 
thereof, may take the better eſe? , 1 ſhall 
give you another Statute ſtill in force , mad: 
as well to ſuppreſs and prevent the Gilding 
and Silvering of Copper and Brafs Il ork, 
and the deceit therein uſed , as the waitin 


the Gold and Silver of this Nation, (viz.) 


Stat. 5 Hen. 4. 12. 


Tem, Whereas manp fraudulent Artis 
cers imagining to deccive the common 
pcople, do daily make Locks, Kings, 
Beads, Candleſticks Harneſs fo2 Girdles, 
Dilts, Challices and Swo2d-Pommels, 
Powder-2Þorcs#, and Covers fo2 Cups, of 
Copper, ai af Xaten , and the ſame over 
Ontitt and Siſver, like to Bold 02 Silver; 
And the ſamcſcil and put ingage to many 
g9cen not t3Ving full knowledge thereof fo! 
whoie Goid and whole Silver, to the great 
deceit, vis, and hindcrance of the common 
pcople , and rhe waſting of the Hold and 
Diino? . {1 15 <3:datined and Eſtablithed, 
tHac 112 2,ctificec 1902 other man whatſoever 
be Se from Gencefo;th thall gilb no? filver 
any ſuch Locks, Kings, Dcads , wry 
lik, 


% 
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titks , Yarneſs fo2 Girdles , Thalices, 
hilts, no2 JÞo2a2imels fo? S\9258, Powder- 
Vores no2 Covers to? Cups made of Cov- 
pr 02 Laten, upon pain to f92fcit to toe 
ing one Hung2rd ſhillings, at every time 
that he Gall Dc found gutity, and to make 
ſatiSfagion £ tc party grievrd [62 H1Y Þa- 
mages © But tyar (Chattcs alivansg cx, 
ccpted) the faid Areificrrs 153P W22kt, 02 
cauſe to be viioughe Outtionts fo2 the 
Church of Cunyer any Latcu , And the 
ſame Hi!? 22 $5tvoy, lothat a!wayps in the 
foot , 02 !i5 #3it' 62 3er part of rvery ſuch 
Omamicu: v5 8$:mave, the Copper and 
the Laten Gall 3c plain, to the tntent that 
aman may {ee wjercof the rijingis made, 
fo to eſchew the deceett atfo2claiv. 


By which Starute the Gilding or Silvering any 
Locks, Rings, Beads, Candleſticks, Harneſs (that 
is, the Buckl-s) for Girdles, Chalices, Hilts, Pom- 
mels for Swords, Fowder-Boxcs and Covers for 
Cups made of Copper or Latc: (to wit, Braſs) 1s 
poſitively forbid, upon rhe pcnalty of 5/. for every 
ottence. And one reaſon thereof appears to be this, 
That ſuch working Copper or Laten, and covering 
the fame with Gold or Silvcr, is not only a great 
waſting of the Gold and Silver, but the occaſion 
of a great fraud, by making ſuch Wares to be tn 
appearance of the value ef whole Gold and $il- 
rer, when indecd they are in the ſubſtance there- 
of but droſs and Counterfeit. And no doubt but 
lome perſons at this day (as well as when that 
Yatute was made) are or may be deccived by 

M 3 {uch 
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ſuch falſe Counterfeit Works, and perhaps (whe; 
it is too Jate) experience the old Proverb to x 
true, That all is not Gold that gliſters. ' 

And it 1s not to be doubted, biut that the Mak; 
of that Statute were well inform«<d that Copper 
or Braſs may be wrought into very many ſorts of 
Work wherein Gold or Silver may be wrought, 
And becauſe much deceit was then uſed in the 
working of Buckles; and in Hilts and Pommelz 
for Swords, ©c. as well as of latcr times, ſuch 
ſeverc pcnaltics were laid on the Workers of ſuck 
falſe Warcs, purpoſely to ſuppreſs all Counterfeit 
and deceitful Work, 

- Such works being not only a wrong to the 
wearer by doing little or no ſervice, (by reaſon 
its brittlencſs, and its cankering and Itinking qua- 
lity, and ſoon loſing its Gcld or Silver Colouw) 
but alſo tothe workers of whole Gold and whole 
Silver works, who are much hindered and dam- 
nified in their Trades, by reaſon ſuch falſe works 
are made to' reſemble their true or right works, 
and ſold and worn inſtead thereof. 
 Thereforeit may be reaſonab:y conceived, that 
the workers of whole Gold and whole vive 
works are intended by the ſaid Statute , pattic 
grieved as well as the wearer , and ſhall recover 
ſatisfaction from the Offenders. 

AndIam well aſſured, that the proſecution d 
the Offenders againſt this Statute (which may i 
done by Bill; Plaint or Information) belongethto 
the Wardens and Company of Goldſm:t/s, Lov 
don, as well as the private agrievcd party. 

Ard the makers and workers of ſuch countet 


feit works are ſubjected to the Wardens and Con- 
panit 
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panies power to Correct and puniſh in as full and 
le manner as ſuch workers who cover Tin 
with Silyer mentioned in their Charter. 

Will further add ſomething that may be uſeful to 
| them that know it not, to prevent their being &e> 
crivedwith the Connterfeit Coin,that (notwithſt.znd- 
ing the great care uſed by our Governors to prevent 
it) is continually made and vended amongſt 1s. 
Wherefore they are to obſerve, 

Firſt, That there is one ſort of unlawful Mo- 
ney, that 1s made ſo, (of the lawful Coin) by Clip- 
ping or Filing, or both, or otherwiſe lightening or 
impairing the ſame. 

Secondly, There 1s another ſort of unlawful 
Counterfeit Money, made with the mixture of a 
little Silyer and other baſer Metal, which by arti- 
ficial working, boiling, and finiſhing, will be made 
much like in countenance, and near as paſſable as 
good Money. 

Thirdly , There is another ſort of unlawful 
Money, made of ſolid Copper or Braſs, and co- 
vered or caſed over (on the flat parts as thick as 
paper , and on the edges near as thick as a ſix- 
pence) with good Silver, and is commonly as 
paſſable as the other. 

Fourthly, There is another ſort of Counterfeit 
Money made only of fine hardened Tin, which 
comes near (at firſt making) to the colour of good 
diver Money, 

For the knowing of theſe (one from another aud 
6h) from the Lawful Coin; Note further, 

Of the firſt, The good Silver Coin that is clipt, 
tiled or leſſened, although thereby made unlaw- 

M 4 ful, 
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ſu}, yet according as 1t is more or leſs by theſe 
wavs haſte, the people do receive or reſule it, as 
they can ®gree. 

Oi hot com, fhffort, aichough when arti. 
PCN ZMIBt, 16 Much retembles the proper Ml- 
Ve. Guin Yr It cannot be ſo cunningly done, 
but It may be diſcovered by :ts ditterent afped 
from the good ; if that give cauſe of [uſpicion, 
rub eithcr the cc ge or tar part of it upon a dry 
boa: d that hath gravcily © Or gritty matter on it, 
as the ſtep of a ſtair, or ſuch like ; or cl{c when 
the ſurface or out-part of the cdge is a little rub 
oft, rubit on a good clean Touch-ſtonc; as afore 
1s directed: andit it be falſe, you will thereby 
diſcover it. Or el{e' take a Goldſmiths Graver 
made ſharp, and enter it in ſome part of the flat 
of the Money as it you begun to engravec it, and 
in that hole or entrance (by viewing It 1n the 
light) if bad, it will appear inits ycllowifh co- 
four; 

.Of the third, This ſort is always Cittereat ſrom 
the good Suver money thus, (to wit) as the good 
Silvcr moncy hath frequently (I mean the ol 
oorLs ſmall cracks on the edges thereof, whic| 
1s made by the forging it ; ſo this ſort of Coun- 
terfeit Money 18 generally ſmooth on rhe edges 
without ſuch Cracks; and as the good Money 
will(being let fall or thrown flat on a ſolid Board) 
ring ſhrillifh ; fo this ſort of bad Money, by re 
{on its( aſe of Silver cannot be ſo united to its b0- 
dy of Praſs or Copper, but it will (if let fall or 
thrown as aforeſaid) ſound like Lead, where thelc 
ſigns give cauſe of ſuſpicion, the uſe of a Grave!, 
as aforetaid, will plainly diſcover ir. 
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Of the Fourth. This fort 1s eaſily di'covered 
thus, (that 1510 ſay) it cannot be avoidec bur its 
countenance will look much duller or darker 
than the good Money ; and 1f you bite it, you 
may make greater impreſſions thereon with your 
teeth than on the good Coin, tor it 1s fottcr, and 
much eaſicr to be bent (either between the tecth, 
or in ſome chink or joynt of boards) than good 
Money. 
There may be other ſorts of Counterfcit Silver 
money , and othcr ways to diſcover the ſame. 
But to enlarge this Diſcourſe on the critick-nice- 
ties of what 1s, or may be obſervable thercin,and 
theLaws in force concerning the ſame , would 
not only ſwell this, bur be matrer for another Vo- 
lume: Therefore I will only add, that ingenuous 
perſons, being well acquainted with the particu- 
rs of the foregoing Treatiſe, and theſe plain 
Rules here laid down, and by their carc to ob» 
ſerve nicely the proportion, ſtamp , conntenance, 
ad wearing of the good money, will cafily diſ- 
cn its ditterence from the Counterfeit. And as 
the Comnterfeiting , Clipping , Rounding, Waſhing, 
Filng, Impairing, Diminiſhing, Falſifyiag, Scalins 
o Liahtening, (for wicked Jucre fake) the proper 
Money or Coins of this Realm , 1s High Treaten 
by theſe Statutes (to wit ) 25 Edw. 3. 2. and 
5 Eliz. 11. and 18 El:z. 1. And the Actors of 
theſe Crimes , their Counſellors , Conſcnters, or 
Aiders therein, to be puniſhed accerdingly : So 
the counterteiting the Sterling or Standard Gold 
or Silver of this Realm, in any Works or Warcs 
whatſoever, both the working, ſelling , expoſing 
to ſale, exchanging or bartering thereof, 18 ſe- 
ycrely 
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yerely puniſhable , as is afore made manifet: 
And it may be ſaid of the unlawful Money , ag 
the unlawful Gold and Silver Works » that if the 
ple would (as they may) be ſo ingenuous to 
Les and refuſe them, the maker of either way 
ſoon deſiſt from ſuch unlawful employments, 


£2 Here is the proper place to inſert Reymld 
his Tables, and Catalogue of Forein Coins; 
but for ſome reaſons they are referred tothe 
latter end, 


Mere 


WF 4 7.49 


... ew ev A. co» a das vv cv ww o=. 


- 


_— 4 NW  OO— 


171 


| SIN 
FROG: 0262625. joahbeio ham ooage 


CC OC OC IC IC IC RC ICC 


RRNNAS NESS HHS 

DNS = 

Here followeth the CHarR TER of the 
Cutlers of the City of London, truly 
1endred into Engliſh, the Inrollment 
whereof 15 now remaining of Record in 
the Chappel of the R:lHs, Confirmed in 
the Fiſth Year of King ] AMES, 


Ps, by the Grace of God, King of Eng- 


land, Scotland, France, and [reland, Defen- 
der of the Faith, &c. To all men go whom 
theſe preſents ſhall come, Greeting, 

Whereas our noble Progenitor, Henry after the 
Conqueſt the Sixth, having information, that by 
reaſon of the loſſes and unfortunate caſualties 
that happened to the men of the Myltery of the 
Cutlers of the City of London by Sea, they then 
were not able to live but by the benevolence of 
well diſpoſed people ; whereof he having a 
Princely conſideration, did by his Letters Patents 
of his eſpecial grace, grant and give licenſe to 
the foreſaid Cxrlers of London, that they for ever 
after ſhould have one perpetual Commonalty of 
themſelves, and that the ſaid Commonalty 
ſhould chooſe, and make Richard Wellon Maſter 
of the Commonalty and Myſtery aforcfaid ; and 
Martin Goddard and Zohn Chad Wardens * the 

afore- 
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aforcſaid Commonalty and Myſtery for one year: 
and (0 every year one Maſter and two Wardens 
of the men of the torefaid Commonalty and My. 
ſtery to ſurvey and govern the ſaid Myſtery and 
Commonalty, and all perſons and their works for 
Ever, 

And further of his meer grace Gdid grant and 
g1ve licenſe ſor him and his Hcirs to the foreſaid 
Maſter, Wardcne, and Commonalty,that they and 
their Succeſlors, Maſters, Wardens,and Common- 
alty of the Myſtery aforeſaid for the time being, 
migkt purchaſe Lands, Tenements, and Rents t9 
the value of 20 / per anz as by the ſaid Letters 
Patcnts more at large appcareth. * 

And whereas the ſaid Letters Patcnts have 
been by divers of our Noble Progecnitors fince that 
time allowed and confirmed, as by the ſcveral 
confirmations thereof likewiſe more at large ap- 
peareth. _ | 

Now know ye, That we at the humble Periti- 
on of the Company of Cxtlers of Lon1on, and the 
Suburbs thereof, for thc better Rule and Govern- 
ment of the ſaid Company, and every of them; 
and for the avoiding of divers deceip:s and abll- 
tes uſed in theſaid Myſtery, tothe great damage 
and loſs of our loving Subjects, of our ecfpccial 
grace, certain knowledge,and mcer motion, have 
willed, ordained, conſtituted and granted ; and 
by theſe preſents for Us, Our Heirs and Succeſlors, 
do) will, ordain, conſtitute and dcclare and grat, 
tat all and ſingular the perſons of the Common- 
alty and Myſtery of the Cutlers of the City 0 
London and the Suburbs thereof, for ever hercal- 


tct are and ſhall be by virtue of theſe preſents, 
one 


Cutiers Wares, 173 
one Body Corporate and Politick in dced and 
name, by the name of AZaſter, Wardens, and 
Commonalty of the Myſtery of Cutlers of London. 

And them by the name of Malter, Wardens, 
and Commonalty of the Myſtery of Cxtlers of 
London, We do by theſe preſents for Us, Our Heirs 
and Succeltors,. really and fully create, make, or- 
dain, conſtiture and declarc one body corporate 
and politick in deed and name. 

And that by the ſame name of Maſter, War- 
dens, and Commonalty of the Myſtery of Cztlers 
of London, they ſhall and may have perpctual 
ſucceſhon. And that they and their Succeflors by 
thename of aſter, Wardens, and Commonalty of 
the MyStery of Cutlers of London , ſhall and may 
te for ever hercafter perſons able and capable in 
Law topurchaſe, have, reccive, and enjoy, /an- 
wrs, Meſſuages, Lands, Tenements, Liberties, Pri- 
nledges, Fariſdittions, Franchiſes, and other Here- 
dtaments whatſoever , of whatſoever kind, na- 
ture or quality they be to them and their Succeſ- 
ors in fee and pcrpetuity, or for term of life, 
lives, year or years, or otherwiſe, in what ſort ſo- 
trer. And alſo ali manner of Goods, Chattels, and 
tings whatſocver, of what name, nature or qua- 
ity ſoever they be. 

Andallo to give, grant, ſet, let, alien,affign and 
lipoſe of Mannors,Meſſuages, Lands,Tcnements, 
ndother Hereditaments 3 Goods, Chatrels, and 
ings whatſoever : And alſo rodo and exccute all 
nd ſingular other Acts and things whatſoever by 
tename aforeſaid, | 

And that by the ſame name of after , War- 
&ns, aud Commuonalty of the Myſtery of Cutlers of 

Lon- 
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London, they ſhall and may be able toplead, and 
be impleaded,to anſwer and be anſwered unto, tg 
defend and be defended in all Courts and place 
whatſoever , and before, whatſoever Judge 
Juſtices, or other perſons and Officers of Us, Our 
Heirs or Succeſſors, in all atid ſingular AQtons, 
Plaints,Pleas,Suits,matters and demands of what- 
ſoever kind, nature, or quality they be;in the ſame 
manner and form as any other our Liege Subjett 
of this our Realm of England, being perſons able 
and capable in Law , or any. other Body C 
rate and Politick within this Realm of Enrylaw, 
can or may have, purchaſe, receive, polleſs, cn- 
Joy, retaifi, give, grant, ſet, lett, alien, aſſign and 
diſpoſe, plead and be impleaded, anſwer and by 
anſwered unto, defend and be defended, do, per- 
mit, and execute. . + 7 | 
And that they the ſaid Maſter , Wardens, and 
Commonalty of the Myſtery of Cxtlers of Li- 
don, forever hereafter ſhall and may have a Con- 
mon Seal to ſerve for the cauſes and buſineſſes of 
them and their Succeſſors ; and thar it ſhall be 
lawful for them and their Succeſſors to change, 
break, alter, and to make anew the ſaid Seal 
from time to time at their pleaſure as they ſhall 
think beſt. | | 
And further, We will, and by theſe preſentsfor 
Us, Our Heirs and Succefſors, We do grant to 
the ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and Commonalty of 
the Myſtery of the Catlers of London aforeſaid, 
and their Succeſſors, that for ever hereafter thete 
ſhall and may be one ot the Commonalty and 
Myſtery aforeſaid in manner and form hereafter 


in theſe preſents mentioned, choſen, and _ 
whic 
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which ſhall be , and be called the MaFer of the 
2d Commonalty of the Myſtery of the Cxtlers 
of London. > NN 

And that likewile there ſhall and may be Tis 
of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery in manner 
and form hereafter m theſe preſents expreſſed, 
choſen, and named, which ſhall be, and be called 
the Wardens of the ſaid Commonalty of the My- 
tery of Catlers of Londos. 

And alſo that there ſhall and may be Tiventy 
of the Commonalty aforeſaid in manner and form 
tereafter expreſſed , named , and ſworn, which 
hall be, and be called the 4ſſiftants of the ſaid 
Commonalty of the Myſtery of the Catlers of 
Lndon,and from time to time ſhall be aſſiſting and 
ading to the Maſter and Wardens of the ſaid 
Commonalty and Myſtery aforſaid for the time 
bring in all cauſes, matters, and buſineſſes touch- 
ingor Concerning the ſaid Commonalty. 

And further We will, and by theſe preſents ſor 
Us, Our Heirs and Succeſlors, do grant unto the 
laid Maſter , Wardens, and Comn.onalty of the 
Myſtery of the Czrlers of London, and their Suc- 
c{lors, That it ſhall and may belawful to and 
for the ſaid Maſter and Wardens of the ſaid Com- 
monalty and Myſtery for the time being , or to 
the greater part of them , calling to them the 
noſt part of the Aſſiſtants for the time being , as 
often as they ſhall think it needful or expedient to 
Akmble, Convocate, and Congregate themſelves 
together, at, and in their Hall, or any other con- 
tenient place within the City of Loxdon, or the 
burbs thereof, and there from time to time, 
ind at all conyenicnt times hereafter to entreat, 

comutlr, 
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conſult, determine, conſtitute, ordain and mate | & 
any Conſtitutions, Laws, Ordizances, S! atntes, ar. | 
ticles and Ord:rs whatſoever, which to them, o | 4 
the greater part of them as is aforeſaid, ſhall ſeen | 1 
realonable, profitable, or requiſite, tor touching p 
or Concerning the good Eſtate, Rule, Order, ang 
Government of -thc faid Commozalty of the ſaid | ;; 
Myſtery of the 1aid Czt/:r5,as to them, according t n 
to their wiſdom and diſcretion fhall ſeem conveni. | ti 
ent; and in what order and manner the ſaid Ma. | 4 
ſter, Wardens, and Commonalty of the ſaid My- | x 
ſtery , aad all other perſon and perſons uſing the | a 
ſaid Myſtcry within the City of London , andthe | p 
Suburbs thereof , and within three miles of the | þ 
ſame City ſhall demcan and behave themſelves | 1 
well inall and fingular matters,caulce, and things | p 
touching or concerning the ſaid Myltcry, orany | 4 
thing thcrunto appertaining. t 
As alſo in their ſeveral Offices , Miniſter, | | 
Functions, and buſineſles touching or concerning | [ 
the ſaid Commonaity and Myſtery as aforeſaid, 
and all and ſingular ſuch Pains, Penalties, Puniſh- | | 
ments and Impriſonments of body, or by Fineor | t 
Amerciament, or by any of them, againſt orup- | « 
on any Otfender or Otienders which ſhall tran{- | | 
grcf*, break, or \tolatc the ſaid Conſtitutions, Sta | n 
tutcs, Laws, Ordinances or Orders fo to be made, | t 
ordained, and eſtabliſhed, or heretofore made, or- | | 
dained, and eſtabliſhed, or any of them to impoke, | t 
provide, and limit and the ſame, and every patt | n 
thercot ro ask, levy, take and receive by wayol | 7 
diſtreſs or otherwiſe, by any /awfzl ways or mary | 1 
of or againſt the ſaid Oticnder or Offenders, M5 | f 
( 


@r their Goods or Chattcls, or any of them, ” 
the 


Cuftlers Wares. 177 


the cauſe ſhall require : And as to the Maſter, 
Wardens, and Affiſtants of the ſaid Commonalty 
and Myſtery, or the greater part of them in man- 
ner as aforeſaid ſhall ſeem moſt convenient or Ex- 
edient. | 
All which Laws, Ordcrs, Ordinances, ConStitu 
tions, [n5titutions and Articles, ſo madc or to be 
made, ordained and eſtabliſhed, We will and by 
theſe preſenrs for us, our Heirs and Succellors, 
do grant and command to be from time ro time, 
and at all rimes kept, obeyed and perforined in 
al things, as the ſame ought to 56, upon the 
pains, penalties and puniſhments 1n the ſame to 
be impoſed, inflicted and limited : So as the ſame 
Laws, Statutes, Articles and Ordinances , pains, 
penalties, impriſoum;ents, Fines and Amerciaments 
be reaſonable, and not reprguant or Contrary to 
the Laws and Statutes of this our Kealm of En\g- 
land, mor the lardable cuStoms of our City of 
London. | 
- And for tlie better executing of this our Grant 
n that bchaif, we have affizned, named, conſti- 
tured and made, and by rhcſe preſents for us, 
our Hcirs and Succcllors, do aflign, creatc, con- 
ſitute and make our well-belovcd Subject Tho- 
mas Porter, Citizen and Curlcr of 1 o:4o0n, to be 
the preſent Maſter of the ſaid Ceommonalty and 
Myſtery of rhc Cutlers of London, to continue in 
the ſame Office until the Even of the Holy Tri- 
nity next following the date hereof, (if the ſaid 
Thomas Porter ſhall fo long livc) and from thence 
until one other of the ſaid Commonalty and My- 
ery ſhall be named and choſen unto the Office 
« Maſter of the ſaid Commonalty and Myitery, 
N n 
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In due manner, according to the Ordinances and 
Proviſions hereafter in theſe preſents mentioned 
and expreſled, 

And alſo we have aſſigned, named, conſtituted 
and made, and by theſe preſents for us, our Heir 
and Succeſlors, we do aflign, name, conſtitute 
and make our well-beloved Subjetts William Bas. 
ley and Thomas Cheſhire, Citizens and Cutlers of 
Lonaon, to be the preſent Wardens of the ſaid 
Commonalty and Myſtery of Cutlers of Londen, 
to continue in the ſaid Offices of Wardens until 
the ſaid Even of the Holy Trinity, if the aid 
William Bagley and Thomas Cheſhire ſhall ſo long 
live; and from thence until two other of the 
ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery ſhall be choſen 
into the ſaid Office of Wardens of the ſaid Com- 
monalty and Myſtery of the Cutlers of Londw, 
according to the Ordinances and Proviſions in 
theſe preſents expreſſed and declared. 

And we kave aſſigned, named, conſtituted and 
made, and by theſe preſents for us, our Heirs and 
Succeſlors, do afſign, name, conſtitute and make 
our well-beloved Subjects Richard Haws, Thomas 
Green, fohn Gardiner, Thomas Aſher, Oliver Plun- 
ket, al. Plucket, George Ellis, Keynold Green, Chr- 
ſtopher Hatfield, William Helie, John BeSton, Hem) 
Adams, Edward Andrews, Lanrence- Evans, jon 
Johnſon, Nathaniel Mathews, Miles Bancks, fn 
Porter, and James Tackley, Citizens and Cutler 
of London, to be the firſt and preſent Aﬀſiſtants 
of the ſaid Commonalry and Myſtery of tit 
Cutlers of London, to contiaue in the ſaid Office 


of Aſſiſtants during their natural lives, unleſs they | 


or any one or more of them, ſhall for 1;me bere 
- move 


wy) 


Cittlers Wares, 179 


moved for evil Government, or miſ-behaving of 
him or themſelves in the ſaid Office or Offices of 
Aſſiſtant or Aſſiſtants, or for ſome other reaſona- 
ble cauſe. 

And further we will, and by theſe preſents for 
us, our Heirs and Succeſlors, we do grant unto 
the ſaid Maſter, Wardens and Commonalty of the 
Myitery of the Cutlers of London, and their Suc- 
celſors, That the Maſter, Wardens, Afliſtants and 
Livery of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery for 
the time being, or the greater part of them as 
aforeſaid, from. time to time for ever hereafter, 
ſhall have full power and authority, yearly and 
every year upon the Even of the. Holy Triaity, 
to ele&t and nominate oxe of the Freemen of the 
ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery of the Cutlers 
of London, which ſhall be AdaFfter of the ſaid 
Commonalty and Myſtery for one whole year 
from thence next eaſuing, and from thence un- 
til one other of the ſaid Commonalty and My- 
ſtery of the Cutlers of London, be choſen into 
the ſaid Office of Maſter of the ſaid Commo- 
nal:y and Myſtery, according to the Ordinances 
and Prov.fions in theſe preſents exprelſed and 
declared, 
| And that he which ſhall ſo be choſen and na- 
med irito the ſame Office of Maſter of the ſaid 
Commonalty and Myſtery, before he be admit- 
ted to execute the ſaid Office, ſhall rake his cor- 
poral Oath before the Maſter of the ſaid Com- 
monalty and Myſtery his predeceſſor , and the 
Wardens of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery 


- forthe time being, well and truly to execute the 


laid Office of the Maſter of the ſaid Commonalty 
2 and 
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and Myſtery, in all things concerning the ſaid 
GOthce ; and that alter the ſail Oath fo as afore- 
{aid to be taken, he ſhall have and exercile the 

{11d Office tor 0:G0 whole year from thence next 
enſuing, and from thence until one other be cho- 
{cn and ſworn in torm atorclaid, into the {aid 
Othce of aſter of the taid Commonalty and 
Myſtery, in manncr and form bctore 1: the pre- 
{cents exprelied. 

And likewiſe that they may clcect, nominate 
and chuſe two other of the Freemen of the (aid 
Commonalty and Myſtcry of the Curtlers of Loy- 
don, which ſhall be Waraens for one whole ycar 
from thence ncxt eniung, and from thence until 
two other of the ſame Commonalty and Myſtery 
be choſen and ſworn unto the ſaid Othce of War. 
dcns of the ſaid Commonalty and Myitery, ac- 
cording to the Ordinances and Proviſions in thete 
preſents expretled and declarcd. 

And thar they which ſhall be ſo chofen and 
named into the ſaid Othce of Wardcns of the 
ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery of the Cutlers of 
Lond, Ix tore they be admitted to execute the 
ſac! Offices, ſhall rake heir corporal Oaths before 
th. :iit Maſter and Wardens of the ſaid Commo- 
ralty and Myſtery, their lait predeceffors, well 
anc{ truly ro execnte the ſaid Office of Wardens, 
1) all things touching and concerning the ſaid 
Officcs : And that atter ſach- Oaths ſo as afore- 
ſaid to be taken, they ſhall ard may excreile 
che {aid Offices for ore whole year from thence 
next enſuing, and from rhence until two other 
be choſen and (worn in form aſorcſaid into the 
{a'd Cfhces of Wardens of the ſaid Commonal 
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and Miyſtcry,.in manner and form before in thee 
reſents expretied and declarcd. 

And further we witl, and by thee preſents Wy 
us, our Hcirs and Succcliore, jo grant to the {i 
Maſter, Wardens al C; hp 140! alty of the Mis - 
ſtery of the Cirlers of [ e:49%;, and their SUC- 
ceſſors, That if it hap " n the Maſter and We 
dens of the fail Commonalty and Myſtery "a 
the time being, or any of them), ro 9icr, or other - 
wiſe for any rcaſon?' le cauſe to b» removed or 
diſmiſſed from his, thcir, or aiy of their Office © c 
Offices of Maſter and Wardcn aforeſaid, or : 
of them, within the ycar wherein they or any «© 
them ſhall be ſo ele&ted and choſen as is afore- 
faid; That then and fo oftca it ſhall be law! 
to and for ſuch and ſo many of the ſaid Maſticy, 
Wardens, Affiſtants and Livery, which ſhall |). 
then living or remaining, or the greatcr part of 
them, at their pleaſure 10 chooſe, make and ſweoa;: 
one other of the ſaid Commonalty and Myitcry 
to be Maſter, Warden or Wardens of the {i 
Commonalty and Myſtery, according to the Or- 
dinances and Proviſions before 1a theſe prefints 
expreſſed and declared ; to execute and cxcroite 
the ſaid Office of Maſter, or the ſaid Offices of 
Warden or Wardens of the ſaid Commonatty a:2. 
Myſtery, until the ſaid Even of the Holy Trinity 
ten next following, firſt taking their corp! al 
Oaths in form as is aforcſaid, and ſo often as ti:c 
aſe ſhall require. 

And further, we will, and by theſe preſents !or 
ls, our Heirs and Succelſors we do grant to ti: 
{id Maſter, Wardens, and Commonalty of the 
"ptery of Cutlers of London,and their Succc il: 
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that whenſoever it happencth , any of the aig 
Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery 
for the time being to die or be removed from his 
or their Office or Offices : All which Aſſiſtants, 
and every or any of them we will ſhall be remo. 
vable, and to be removed by the ſaid Maſter and 
Wardens, and Affiſtants of the ſaid Commonalty 
and Myſtery, or the greater part of themin man. 
ner as aforeſaid, for evil Government, Miſ-beha- 
viour, or for any other realorable cauſe,that then, 
and ſo often it ſhall and may be lawful to and for 
the ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and fo many of afli 
ſtants which ſhall thcn ſurvive or remain, or the 
greater part of them in manner as aforeſaid, at 
their will and plcaſine, from time to time to 
chooſe and name one other or more of the ſaid 
Commonalty to be Afſiſtant or Aſſiſtants of the 
ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery in his or their 
place and ſtead which ſhall ſo happen to die or be 
removed, as 1s aforeſaid. | 
 Andthat he and they which ſhall be fo choſen 
and named tobe Atliſtant or Aiſiſtants of the ſaid 
Commonalty and Myſtery as aforeſaid , betore 
that he or they, or any of them be admittedto 
his'or their execution of the (aid Office or Offices 
of Afliſtant or Aſſiſtants ſhall rake their Corporal 
Oaths before the Maſter and Wardens of the ſaid 
Commonalty and Myſtery for the time being 
well and truly to execute the ſaid Office or Off 
ces, and fo asoften as the caſc ſhall require. 
And further, we will, and by theſe preſents for 
us, our Heirs and Succellors, do grant to the 
ſaid Maſter , Wardens, and Commonalty of tit 


Myſtery of the Ctl:rs of London and their SU 
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ceſſors, ſpecial Licenſe,and free and lawful power 
and authority to bave, receive, and purcyaſe to 
them and their Succellors for ever, as well of us, 
our Heirs and Succeſiors, as of any the SubjcR or 
Sabjects of us, our Heirs or Succellors whatſo- 
ever, Mannors, Meſſnages, Lands, Tenewent;, Re- 
tories, Tithes, Rents, Revenues, and other poſſeſſions 
and Hereditaments what ſoever, which are not held 
of us, our Heirs or Succelſors immediately in 
chief, nor by Knights Service : So that all the 
faid Mannors, Meſſuages, Lands, Teneme<nts and 
other Hereditaments whatſoever, ſo by them to 
be had, perceived, or purchaſed by virrue of thcſe 
preſents,do not exceed in the whole toclear the yearly 
value of one hundred Marks, the Statute of Lands 
and Tenements, not to be put into Mortmaine, or 
any other Statute, Act, Ordinance, Proviſion or 
Reſtraint, or any other thing, cauſe, or matter 
whatſoever to the contrary in any wile notwith- 
ſtanding. 

And alſo we grant, and by theſe preſents for 
us, our Heirs and Succeſlors , do give free, full, 
and lawful licenſe, power, and authority to any 
the $ubject or Subjects of us, our Heirs, or Suc- 
ceſlors whatſoever, and every of them, that they 
and eyery or any of them ſhall and may be able 
to give, grant, aſſign, or by any other lawful 
ways or means whatſoever, alien , deviſe, or aſ- 
gn, to the ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and Common- 
aty of the Myſtery of the Catlers of London, 
and their Succeſflors , any Mannors, Meſſuages, 
Lands, Tenements, ReCtories, Tythes, Rents, Re- 
rerſions, Services,and other Hereditatnents what- 
lover, which are not held of us,our Heirs or Suc- 
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cellors immcdiately in chicf, nor by KnightsSer. | | 
vice: 50 that the ſame Mannors , Meſſuage, 
Lands, Tenements, and other Hercditamcir 
whatſoever, fo asatorcſaid to be given, grated, 
ſold, aliencd or deviſed , do not cacced in the wil 
the clear wvalne of one hundred Marks by the year: 
The Statutcs of Lands and Tcnements not tohe 
put in Morimaiie, or any other Statute, Act,Or. 
dinance, Proviſion or Reſtrain, or any othe 
cauſe, matter, or thing whatſocver to the con. 
trary thereof in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 

And further, we will, and by thcſe preſentsfor 
us, our Heirs and Succeffors, do grant to the fail 
Maſter, Wardens, and Commonalty of the My- 
ſtery of the Cxrlers of London, and their Succel- 
ſors, that they and their Succeſlors ſhall and mar 
have oze hone#t and diſcreet perſon in manner ard 
form hereafter 1jn theſe preſents to be choſen ard 
named which ſhall be, and be called the Clerk 
the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery of Catlers 
London. 

And we have aſtigned, confiituted, made, ni 
med and ordaincd ; and by theſe preſents, for u 
and our Heirs and Succetjors , do align, conſi- 
tute, make, name and ordain our well-belovci 
Subject Thomar 7adwyn to be the firft and prejes 
Clerk of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery 0 
Catlers of London, to continue in the ſaid Office 
during the term of his natural life , except Ut 
ſhall be removed by .the Maſter , Wardens, ail 
Aſjiſtants for the time being,” or the greater pal 
of them for evil Government , or for any otli 
reaſonable cauſe, and that from time to time, an 
at ail times after the dcath or removing of - 
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faid Thomas fadwyn, the Vaſter, Wardens, and 
Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery 
for the time being, or the greater part of them, 
fhall and may chooſe and make one other dil. 
cieet perſon to be Clerk of the ſaid Commconalty 
and Myſtery ; and that the ſaid Clerk now na- 
med, as alſo he which ſhall be choſen and made 
tobe Clcrk of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſte- 
ry aftcr the death or remo: ing of the ſaid Thomas 
fadwyn , as is aforeſaid, ſhail and may exerciſe 
and enjoy the ſaid Office of Clerk of the faid 
Commonalty and Myſtery daring the good will 
41d pleaſure of the Maſter, Wardcns, and Afh- 
ſtants of the ſaid Commonalty and My ltery for 
the time being , or the greater part of them in 
manncr as aforeſaid. 

And that every one of the ſaid Clerks ſo na- 
med, or to be named and appointed from time to 
time as aforeſaid ſhall take his or their Corporal 
Oath or Oaths before the Maſter, Wardens, and 
Aſſiſtants of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery 
for the time being , or the greater part of them, 
well and truly to execute the Office of Clerk of 
the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery in all things 
appertaining to the ſaid Office , according to his 
*ill and knowledge ; and ſo from time to time as 
often as the caſe ſhall require. 

And further, of our more ſpecial grace, certain 
knowledge, and meer motion, we have granted 
and confirmed, and by theſe preſents, for us, our 
Heirs and Succefſors, we do ratifie and confirm 
unto the ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and Commonalty 
of the ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery of the C#:- 
lers of London, and their Succeſlors, and all man- 
ner 
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ner Liberties, Franchiſes, Immunities, Exempt;. 
ons, Juriſdictions, Mefſuages, Lands, Tenement,, 
and Hereditaments whatſoever , which the ſaid 
Maſter, Wardens, and Commonalty , or any of 
their Predecellors, by what name or names o. 
ever, or by virtue of what Incorporation ſocvyer, 
now haye, hold, uſe and enjoy , or heretofore 
have had, held, uſed or enjoyed by reaſon or force 
of any of the Charters or Letters Patents of any 
of our Progenitors or Predeccſſors, Kings or 
Queens of England, by any manner of means 
heretofore made or grant<d , or by any other 
means, right, title, uſe, cuſtom or preſcription 
heretofore had, uſed or accuſtomed, althoxgh the 
ſame, or any of them heretofore have not been uſed, 
or have been abuſed, evil uſed or diſcontinued ; and 
— the ſame or any of them have been forfeited 

or loſt. | | 
To have and to hold the ſame Meſluages, 
Lands, Tenements, Liberties, Priviledges, Fran- 
chiſes , Juriſdictions, and other rhe Premiſes 
before by theſe preſents granted unto the ſaid 
Maſter, Wardens, and Commonalty of the C:- 
lers of London, and their Succeflors, for cver to 
be held of us, our Heirs and Succeſlors, by 
ſuch, the ſame and the like Rents ,- Services, 
and ſums of money, as the ſame were formerly 
holden, and not otherwiſe : Wherefore we will, 
and by theſe preſents do ſtraitly charge and com- 
mand forus , our Heirs and Succeſlors, that the 
ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and Commonalty of the 
ſaid Commonalty and Myſtery of Cxtlers of Lo 
don and their Succeflors , ſhall and may have, 
hold, and enjoy for eyer, all the ſaid _ 
ands, 


_ 
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Lands, Tenements, Liberties, Authorities, Juriſ- 
ditions and Franchiſes aforeſaid , according to 
the tenor and effect of theſe our Letters Patents, 
without the lett or hinderance of us, our Heirs 
or Succeſlors, or of any Juſtices, Sheritts, Bailitts, 
Or other Officers or Miniiters of us , our Heirs or 
Succeſſors wharſoever ; wil:ing that neither the 
faid Maſter, Wardens, or Commo::alty, nor any 
of them, by reaſon of the Premitics, or any of 
them, by us, our Heirs or Succellors, the juſtices, 
Sheriffs, Eſcheators, or other Bailiifs or v1iniſters 
of us, our Hcirs or Succeilors whatſocver, be 
thereof hindered, moleſted, vexed, grieved, or in 
any wiſe troubled ; willing, and by theſe pre- 
ſents, charging and commanding as well our 
Treaſurer, Chancellor, and Barons of our Exche- 
quer at Weſtminſter, and other the Judges and Ju- 
ſices of us, our Heirs and Succeſlors; as alſo our 
Attorney or Solicitor General for the time being, 
and every of them, and all other our Officers 
and Miniſters whatſoever ; that neither they, nor 
any of them do proſecute, or continue, or cauſe 
to be proſecuted or continued any Writ or Sum - 
mons of (qzo Warrants) or any other Writ, Writs, 
or Proceſs whatſoever , againſt the ſaid Maſter, 
Wardens, and Commonalty, or any of them, for 
any Cauſe , Thing , Matter , Offence, Claim or 
Uurpation, or any of them, by them, or any of 
them, claimed, attempted, uſed, had or uſurped 
before the making of theſe preſents; willing alſo, 
thatthe ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and Commonalty, 
or any of them, by any of the Juſtices, Officers, 
or Miniſters aforeſaid, in or for the due uſe,claim, 
or abuſe of any Liberties , Franchiſes or Juriſdi- 

ions 


% _ 4 


183 A Touch-ſtone fo: 


ctions within the ſaid City of London or Suburts 
thereof, before the making of theſe preſents, he 
not moleſted, troubled, or hindered, or compelled 
to anſwer to them, or any of them, 

And further, we will, and by theſe preſents for 
us, our Heirs and Succeſlors, for the better order, 
rule, and government of all and ſingular perfor 
and perſons which now do uſe, or hereafter ſhall 
uſe the Myſtery, Art, or Trade of Carlers within 
theſaid City of London, or Suburbs thereof; and 
within three miles of the ſaid City we do give 
and grant to the ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and Con- 
monalty of the Commonalty and Myſtery of 
Catlers of London, and their Succeſlors, that the 
ſaid Maſter , Wardens, and Affiſtants of the faid 
Commonalty and My ſtery for the time being for 
ever hereafter ſhall have the overſight , view, 
ſearch, correition and government of all and ſings- 
lar perſons whatſoever occupying, exerciſing, or uſu 
the (aid Myſtery, Art or Trade of Cutlers wit hin the 
faid City of London b and Suburbs thereef , ard 
within three miles of the ſaid City , as well within 
places exempt as not exempt ; and fhall have 
power and authority by virtue of theie preſents, 
according tothe Laws of the Realm to punifh al 
correct, or cauſe tobe puniſhed and corrected ol- 
tendors for their Offences, Deceits , Falſhoods, 
Abuſes, or Miſdemeanors in the falſe, inſufficient 
and deceitful occupation or uſe of the Myſtery, 
Art, er Tradc of Cxtlers aforclaid, according t0 
their demerits in that behalf. | 

Wherefore we will, and by theſe preſents, foi 
us, our Heirs and Succeſlors, do ſtraitly charge 
and command all and ſingular Mayors, juſtice, 

Sherift, 
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Sheriffs, Conſtables, and all other the Officers, Mi- 
witers, and Subjetts of us, our Heirs and Succeſ- 
[ors whatſoever, that they and every of them be 
aiding, helping, aſſiſting, and comforting, to the ſaid 
Maſter, Wardens, and Affiſtanrs of the Common- 
aly and Myſtery of Catlers of London aforeſaid 
for the time being, and cvery of them, to do, 
enjoy, have, and execute all and ſingular thing 
and things whatſoever by us before by theſe pre- 
ſents granted unto the ſaid Maſter, Wardens, and 
Commonalty aforeſaid, and cvery or any part or 
parcel thereof, according to the tenor and true 
meaning of theſe preſents, although cxpreſs men- 
tion of the true yearly value or certainty of the 
Premiſſes, or any of them, or of any other gifts 
orgrants by us or any of our Progenitors or Pre- 
deceſſors to the aforeſaid Maſter, Wardens, and 
Commonalty heretofore made in theſe preſents is 
not made, or any Statute, Act, Ordinance, Pro- 
viſion, Proclamation or Reſtraint to the contrary 
hereof had, made, ordained, or provided, or any 
other thing, cauſe or matter whatſoever in any 
wiſe notwithſtanding. 

In witneſs whereof, we have cauſed theſe our 
Letters to be made Patents. Witneſs our Self at 
Weſtminſter the 8th. day of ly, in the fifth year 
of our Reign, of England, France, and Ireland, 
and of Scotland the Forticth. 


Per breve de privat Sigillo, Tt, 


Cartwright, 


Thus 
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 ThusT have given. you a true account of th 
Catlers Charter of Incorporation, wherein i; 
given them great Power and Authority in the 
affairs of that Myſtery : . And for their further er. 
couragement , divers Acts of Parliament haye 
been made (and are now in force) for prohibiting 
the Importation of ſeveral Works { belonging to 
the ſame Trade) wrought in Foreign parts; a 
Stat. 3 Eaw. 4. 4. and Stat. 1 Ric. 3. 12. and 
Stat. 5 Eliz. 7. and part of Stat. 14 Car. 2.11, 
all which 1 will here cite verbartizs, ( viz. ) 


Stat. 3 Edw. 4. cap. 4. 


Tem, Whjercas in the ſaid Parliament, 

by the Artificcrs of manual Occupati 
gong, men and women inhabiting and ref- 
dent in the City of London, and other Ci 
ties, Towns, Burroughs and Villages 
within the ſame Uicalm of England and 
Wales, it hath ben pitcoufip ſhewed and 
complaincd, how that all thep in gencral, 
and cverpof t;;em,be greatly impoveriſhed. 
and much hind! and p2epudiced of their 
wozſdly increaſe and daily living, by the 
great multitudes of divers Commonities 
and Wares pcrtaining to tl;zerr Myſteries 
and Occupations,bcing fully w!ought and 
readp made to ſale, as well bjz rhe hands 
of Strangers bcing the Kings Encmnes, 
as other in this Kcalm and Wales, fctched 
and b:ought trom bepond the Sea, as well 
bp Merchant Strangers as Drnizens,and 
othcr perſons, whercof the greateſt par - 
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ſubſtance 18 deceitful and nothing wozth, 
in regard of any mans Occupation oz P20- 
fit ; by which occaſion the ſaid Artificers 
cannot live by their Apſterics and Occu- 
pations, as thep have done in times paſt, 
but divers of them, as well Youtſholders 
as Yirelings , and other Servants and 
App2entices In great numbers, be at this 
dap unoccupted, and do hardlp Ive, in 
great miſery, povertp and ne&d, wherebp 
manp inconveniences have grown bcfoze 
this time , and hereafter moze be like to 
come, (which God defend) 1f due remedp be 
not m this behalf p2ovided. . 

Our redoubted Sovereign Lo2d the King 
conſidering the p2emiſſes, and willing in 
Ts caſe to p2ovide remedy, bp the Adviſe, 

ſent and Authozitp afozeſaid, hath o2- 
dained, enaced and eſtabliſhed, 

That no Merchant, bozn Subjec of our 
ſaid Lo2d the King, Denizen no2 Stran- 
ger, no? other perſon, after the Fcaſt of 
St. Michael the Archangel next coming, 
hall bzing, ſcnd no2 convey, no? cauſe to be 
bought, ſent no2 conveped into this Kcalm 
of England, and Seignio?p of Wales, anp of 
the Chaffers, Wares o2 Things under- 
wittcn ; that is toſap, anp wollen Caps, 
wolled Cloths, Laces, Cozſes, Kibbands, 
fringes of Silk and of Thzed, Laccs of 
Thed, Silk twined, Silk in any wiſe em- 
bzoidered, Laces of Gold, of Silk or Gold, Dad- 
dles, Stirrups, 02 any Harneſs pertain- 
ing ta Saddles, Spars, Boſſcs fo? Ky 
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dles, Andirons, G21dirons, any manner 
of Locks ,' Yammers, Pinſons , Fire. 
Tongs, D2ipping-pans , Dice, Cennis: 
balls, Point=, Purſes, Gloves] Girdleg, 
Harn<ſs for Girdles of Iron, Laten, Steel, Tin, 
or of Alkmine,. any thing w2ought of any 
tawed Leathycr , any tawed Furs , Bu; 
cans, Shoes, Gatoches o2 Cozks, Knive 
Daggcrs, Wwod-kinitves, Bodkins, Shers 
fo2 Taplozs , Sciſlars, Razors, Cheſs-men, 
Plaping-Cards, Combs, Pattcns, Pack: 
needles, anp Painted ware, Fo2ccrs, Caſ 
kers, Kiings of Copper o2 of Laten gilt, 
Chaffng-diſhes, Yanging-Candleſticks, 
Caffing-balls., Sacring-balls, Kings fo) 
Curtains, Ladles, Scummecrs, counter- 
feit Baſons, Ewers, Yats , D:uthes, 
Cards fo2 Woll, black Jron Thzed, com: 
monly called and named White Wier, 0: 
any of thoſe Wares o2 Chaffers to be ut: 
tcred and ſold within the ſame Licalm of 
England, o2 in thc Country of Wales, by way 
of Merchand!3e, upon pain to fo?feit the 
ſame 9erchand13cs, at cucry time, andas 
often as they may be found 1n the hands! 
any pcrſon to be (old. 

The one half of the ſame fo2fciturcs to 
be paid to the uſc of our Lo:d the King, 
and the other Half to kim rar will firſt 
fetze the ſame fo2 the King ; tie ſame hall 
by him > {ſc13cÞ fe! our Yo:2 the King, t0 
be delivered by ti; c ſaid (rtzcr thereof f0 
the Eſchzeato2 of the Exyntiry o2 place, 
where the {ame \cizen ſhall be m_— 
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Tndenture betwixt them made dulp to an? 
(wer thereunto in his Accompr. 

P2ov1ided always, that if any of the ſaid 
Wares o2 Chaffcrs made out of this Land, 
be taken upon the Sea, without fraud o2 
colluſfon, 02 come tn this ealm of England, 
0: the Countrp of Wales, by wap of Wzeck, 
that thoſe be 1n no wife taken within this 
Ic 02 Statute, but that they map be ſold 
within this Hcalm of England, oz Wales, 
this Act o2 Dkatute notwithſtanding. 
Fco_ alſd, that all Wares and 

affers made and w:ought in the Land 
of Ireland, oz Wales, map be b2ought and ſold 
in this Ficalm of England, as thep were 
wont befo2e the making of this Dtatute, 
this Ac 02 Statute notwithſtanding. . 

Alſo our Lo2d the King hath o:dained 
and eſtabliſhed, by the Aſſent and Aurho- 
tity afo2cſatd, That the Maſters aud War- 
dens fo2 the time being of every Craft and 
Myſtery, in every City, Bozough; Town 
and Village , where anp ſuch Craft 02 
Yyſterp is uſcd o2 occupicd , ſhall have 
ſuficient power and autho21ty in every 
ſuch City, Town, Bo2ough and Village, 
where then fo2 the time being ſhall be War- 
dens o2 Maſters of any ſtich Craft 02 Mp- 
ſtery; and the Mayo? of ſuch City , Bo- 
rough, Town oz Village, fo2 tiſe time be- 
Ing, if any 2NPapo? be, o! the Bapliffs 02 
-ayliff of anp ſuch City, Bozough, Town 
02 Dillage, fo2 the time being, if any Bap- 
ifs oz Bayliff there be ; And no Maps? 

o 
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o2 Serjeant, 02 any other Officer to them 
aſſigned, bp the ſaid Wapo?, Bapliffs 0 
Bapylif, in everp ſuch Cicp , Bo2ough, 
Town and Yillage, where anp ſuch Craft 
o2 WPpſterp 1s uſed oz eccupied, where ng 
ſuch Maſters no2 Wardens of any ſuch 
Craft 02 Mpſterp be, that the Maſterg 9: 
Wardcus of the Cratts and Myſteries 
the City, Town, Bo2ough 02 Village next 
adjopning to the ſame, and the Conſtabl; 
of ſuch City, Bozough, Town o?2 Village, 
ſhall have power and autho2itp to ſearch in 
their own Crafts and Myſteries, and in all other 
Crafts and Myſteries , uttering by way of fale 
any of tze afozeſatd Wares, as well within 
Cities, Do2oughs, Towns and Villages 
of the ſame Hiealm of England, and of the 
Country of Wales, as within the Liberties 
and Franchiſe of the ſame Cities , Vo 
roughs, Towns and Villages , at all 
times reaſonable bp the dap, at Fairs and 
Markets, Sli5ps open and Ware-houles, 
all ſuch mar:ncr of Wares, Chaffcrs and 
Merchandi3es, pertaining to cvery of their 
p2oper Crafts and L£9yſteries, which ſhall 
be made bp anp Alicn Arrificer ,man 02 ws 
man, 92 any other perſon o? perſons within 
the ſame fieaſm of England oz Wales, 0! 
which at any time ſhall ve occupied by any 
of the ſaid Crafts o2 Myſteries, in whole 
hands ſoever thep map be found. 

20vided alſo , that the ſaid Maſters, 
Wardens, and other named in the ſaid 
Ozdinance to be ſearchers, ſhall not = 
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into any place exempted by P2iviledge, 
franchiſc 02 Cuſtom, to make in the ſame 
any ſearch as is afo2cſatd, but by the over- 
fight of ſome Gircer of cvern ſuch place ſo 
erempt, where any ſites ſcarcy ſhall happen 
to be made. ( This to be in fo2c6ſolong as 
hall plcaſe the King. ) 

And if the ſaid ſearchers by the ſame 
ſcarch do find that ſuch Chzacrs, Wares oz 
Merchandizes, 02 any part thereof, be not 
pure, lawful, and able Chatjers. Warcs or Mer- 
chandizes, and duly wrought and made as they 
ought to be, and thar ſufhciently proved. 

That then 1t {all be lawful to ſuth ſcar- 
chers, to take and ſetze all ſuch Chaffers, 
Wares and AFerchandi3cs, which ſhall ſa 
be found not god, pure, lawful oz able, no?2 
well w2oughr, as a thing fozfeit: The one 
half of the ſame fo2ferture to be paid to the 
uſe of our To2d the Ying, and the other half 
thereof to ſttch Maſter s 92 Wardens which 
ſo ſhall malic ſearch and find the ſame, 


Stat 1 Rich, 3. Cap. 12. 


Tem, Jt was ſhewecd in the ſame Parlia- 
$ ment by the Artificers of the ſaid Healm 
of England, ag well of the City of London, ag 
of other Cities, Towns, Bozoughs and 
Villages of the ſame Kealm, that 18 to ſay, 
Girdlers, Point-makers,-Pinners, Pur- 
ſcrs, Glovers, Jopners, Painter, Card- 
makers, Wiermongers, "Vea"vcrs , Yo!- 
iicts, Bottle-makers and Copper-lmiths, 

() 2 thar 
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that whercag they were wont in timeg 
paſt to be greatlp ſet awozk and occupied 
in the ſaid Crafts, to2 the ſuſtenance of 
themſelves, their Wives , Childzen, Ap. 
p2entices, and Servants, and many other 
of the Kings Subjcts. 

Now ſo 1t is, that by Merchant Stran: 
gers, Denizens and others, there ig 
Yougot into theſe parts from bepond the 

eas, to be (old within this Healm of 
England, as much Wares as map be 
w2ought and made bp the Artificers above 
rchearſcd, that bp reaſon thereof the peo 
ple of ſtrange Countries where the aid 
Wares be made, be greatly occupied and 
increaſed, and the ſaid Artificers in this 
Kcalm greatly impoverithed, and without 
the Kings grace ſhewed to them 1n this 
behalf, are like to be undone fo2 lack of 
Occupation. ; 

Our ſaid Sovereign Lo2d the King con- 
ſidering the p2cemiſſes, by the Advice and 
Aſſcnt of the Lozds Spiritual and Tem 
pozal, and at the p2aper of hig-Commong 
m the ſaid Parliament aſſcmbled, and by 
Authozitp of the ſame, hath o2dainecd and 
P2ovided, That no Merchant Stranger 
after the Feaſt of Eaſter next coming, ſhal 
bing into this Kealm of England, to be 
ſold, any matiner of Girdles, no2 Harneſs 
w2ought fo2 Girdles, Points , Leather 
Zaces, Purſes, Pouches, Pins, Gloves, 
Knives, Hangers, Taplo2zs Shers, Sciſſars, 
Andirons, Colbards, Tongs, Fire-4oks, 

2109s 
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&dirons, Stock-locks, Keys, Yinges, 
and Garnets, Spurs, painted Glaſſes, 
painted Papers, painted Fozcers, painted 
gmlages painted Cloths, beaten Gold 02 
eaten Silver w2ought, mm papcrs fo? 

ainters, Saddles, Saddle-tres, Yo.te- 
arneſs, Boots, Bitts, Stirrups, Buc- 
les, Chains, Laten nails with Jron 
ſhanks, Turnets, Yanging-Candleſticks, 
polp-watcr-ſtops, Chaffing-diſhes, Yaug- 
ing Lavers, Curtain-rings , Cards fo?2 
wool , Koan-Cards , (ercept Claſps fo? 
Garments ) She&rs , Buckles for Shooes, 
zoches o2 Spits, Dawks-bells, Tin and 
aden Spoons, Wier of Latcnand Jren, 
pow Candleſticks, Gzates , Yons fo? 
antho2ng , o2 anp of the ſaid Wares , 
made and w2ought, pertaining to the 
Crafts above ſpecified, o2 anp of them, 
upon pain to fozfeit all the ſaid Wares ſo 
bought into this Kicalm contrary to this 

t, 02 the value of the ſame, in whole 
hands thep 02 anp of them ſhall be found : 
The one half of ſuchFines and Foxfeiturcs 
tobe to the King, andthe other half to him 


® them that thall ſcize o2 purſue fo2 the 


lame, by Action of Debt, by 22it o2 Bill 
at the Common Law, oz by Bill o: Plaint, 
after the cuſtom of the Citp 02 Town wzere 
any ſuch Fines, Fozfeitures and Penal- 
les ſhall hereafter happen to be o2 fall : 
Ind that the Defendant in ſuch Acion be 
not admitred to wage his Law, no? tat 
ap Pzotection 02 Eſſoin of the Kings nous 

3 , 
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vice, thall be allowed in the ſame fo? any 
ſuch Defendant. ; 


Stat. 5 Eliz. cap. 7. 


Hercas hcretofo2e the Artificers of 

this Hicalm of England, ( as wel 
within the City of London, as within other 
Cities, Towns, and Bo:oughs of tie ſame 
Healm) that is to wit, Girdlcrs, Cutlers, 
Saddlcrs, Glovers, Point-makers, and 
fuch like andicrafts-mcen , have ben in 


their ſaid Faculties greotin wounht, and. 


greatly ſeton wo2k as well fo? iuſtentation 
of themictves, tizetr Wives and Families, 
as {02 a good education of a great part 
Vouthj of this fticalm, in good Art aidlau; 
dable Exerciſe, beſides the m3nifold bene: 
fits that by mcans o2 bp rcaſon of their 
Finowledges, Jinventions, and continual 
Travel, dailp and univerſally came tothe 
whole Eſtate of the Commonwealth of tht 
ſaid Hicalm. - 

Jet notwithſtanding fo now it 1s, that 
by reaſon of the abundance of Fozeigi 
Wares b2oyght into this licalm from tht, 
parts bepond tize Deas, the ſaid Artificers 
are not only leſs occupied, and thereby 
uttcrip impoveriſhed, the Zouth not frat 
ned in the ſaid Sciences and Exerciies, 
and thereby the ſaid Facultics , and i 
crquiſite Knowledges thereof, like in ſho! 
rime within this Liealm to decay ; bnt all 
divers Cities and Towns within ” 
| wells 
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ficalm of England much therebp impaired, 
the whole Healm greatly cudamaged, and 
other Countries notably inriched, and the 
people t!z:rrcof well ſer on wozk, to therr 
Commodities and Livings in the Arts 
and Sciences afoteſaid, and to titre great 
diſcouragement of $kilful Wozkmen of 
this ealm, being in verp de&d nothing in- 
feriour ko any Stranger in the Faculties 
afo2eſald. : 
Fo: rcfozmation whereof, be it enaced by 
our Sovcreign Ladp the Quzns High- 


| neſs, and by the Lozds Spiritual and 


Tempozal, and the Commons of this p2c- 
ſent Parltament aſſembled, and by the 
Authozitp of the ſame, That no perſon o?2 
perſons whatſoever, from o2 after the Feaſt 
of the Nativity of St. John Baptiſt now nert 
enſuing, ſhall b2ing o: cauſe to be bzought 
into this Kealm of England, from the parts 
ofbepond the Scasg, any Girdles, Harneſs 
'02 Girdles, Rapiers, Daggers, Knives, Hilts, 
Pommels, Lockets, Chapes, Dagger-Blades, 
Handles, Scabbards, and Sheaths for Knives, 
Saddles, Yozſe-Harncſs, St:rrups,BD.tts, 
Gloves, Points, Leather Laces e: Pins, 
being readp made, o2 w2ought 1m any 
parts bepond the Seas, to be fold, var- 
tered o2 exchanged within this tical of 
England, o2 Wales; upon ain to fo2feic all 
luch Wares ſo to be bzoughyt, contrarp to 
the true meaning of this At , in whole 
hands ſoever thep o2 any of them ſhall be 
found, or the very value thereof. 

O4 The 
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The one half of the Fozfcitures to be to 
our Soveretgn Ladp the Queens High: 
neſs , her Yeirs and Succeſſo2s , and the 
other motety thereof to him o2 them that 
will ſeize the ſame, o2 ſye therefoze inany 
Court of Kiecozd of the Quens Majeſty, 
hcr Heirs and Succeſſozs , by Acion of 
Oebt, Bill, Plaint, Jnfo2mation oz other: 
wiſe, where no Wager of Law, CEſſoin 0: 
P2otecton, ſhall be to him o2 thcin allowed, 


Stat. 14 Car. 2. Cap. 11. the branchcs thereof 
tQ our purpoſe are verbatim thus. 


A Nd it ſhall be lawful to 02 fo2 anpper: 
ſon o2 perſons, autho213ed by Wt of 
Aliſtance under the Seal of his Majeſties 
Court of Exchequer, ta take a Conſtable, 
Deadbozough, o2 othcr publick Offcer in 
habiting near unto the place, and in the 
day time, to enter and go into any Youle, 
Shop , Cellar , Ware-houſe 02 Koom, 0! 
othcr place; and in caſe of reſiſtance, to 
b:cak open Doo2s, Cheſts, Trunks, and 
other Package, there to \ſc13c, and from 
tizence to b2ing anp kind of Hoods o2 Yer: 
czand13e whatſoever Prohibited , and Un 
cuſtomed , and to put and ſecure the ſamt 
in his Majeſties Stoze-houſe in the Po!! 
next to the place where ſuch ſcizure ſhall 
be made. 
And fozaſmuch as it doth appear by 
daillp experience, That thcre are grei! 
Þzaciſcs and combinations derwon 


_ 
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Tmpozters and Owncrs of Goods any 


Yerchandtzcs,and the Seizcrs and Jnufoz- 


mers, with deſign and inicnt to defraud 
the fozee of the Law, and his Majeſty of his 
Outics and Cuſtoms : Be it enaccd bp the 
Authozitp afozcſaid, That no Ship 0? 
$hips, Goods, Wares oz Merchand13es, 
hall be ſe13cd as fozfeited, foz oz by reaſon 
of unlawful 4 mpo2tation oz Expo?tation, 
into 02 out of tyi1s Kingdom of England, Do- 
minion of Wales, o2 Po2t and Town of Ber- 
wick, 02 anp the Pozts, Mcmberg o2 Creks 
thereunto belonging, o2 fo2 not papment of 
any Cuſtoms o2 Subſidics now duc, o2 here- 
after to be due and papable to his Majeſty, 
but by the perſon o2 perſons who are oz 
hall be appointed bp his Majeſty to ma- 
nage his Cuſtoms, o2 Officcrs of his Ma- 
jcſtics Cuſtoms fo2 the time being, o2 ſuch 
other perſon 02 perſons as ſhall be deputed 
and autho213cd thereunto, by Warrant 
from the Lozd Treaſurer 02 Under-Trea- 
ſurer, o2 bp ſpecial Commiſſion from hig 
Yajeſtp under the H2cat 02 P21vy Seal : 
And if anp ſeizure ſhall hcreafter be made 
by anp other perſon o? perſons whatſoever, 
[02 any the cauſes afozcſaid , ſuch ſcitzure 
hall be void and of none effec, any Sta- 
fute, Law, A o2 P2oviſion to the contrary 
in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 
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Atthe Court at Whitehall, Zuye 6. 1673, 
Preſent, 


The Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty. 
His Royal Highneſs the Earl of Carbery, 


Duke of- Zork. Vicount Halifax. 
Lord Chancellor. Lord Maynard. 
Lord Treatirer. ord 1Ve;vport 
Lord Privy Scal. Lord Zerkley. 
Dake of L2#azrdale, Lord Aolles. 
Duke of Ormond. Mr. Secretary Coventry, 
Earl >f Ogle. | Mr. Chancellor of the 
Lord Chamberlain. Exchequer. 
Earl of Bridgewater. Mr. Chancellor of the 
Farl of Bathe. Durtchy. 
Earl of Car{s/le. Mr. of the Ordinance, 
Earl of Craven. Str Tho. Oſborne. 
Earl of Arlington. 


Maſter Speakcr. 
WW Hereas by the late Addreſs of both Houſes 


of Parliament, his Majeſty was humbly ! 


defired by his own example to encourage the con- 
ſtant wearing of the Manufactures of his own 
Kingdoms and Dominions, and to diſcountenance 
ſuch perſons, Men or Women in his Majeſties 
Court, as ſhould wear any Manufactures made in 
Forein Countries : an1 that purſuant hereunto 
his Majeſty had graciouſly dcciared , that he 
would not only do it by his own example, but 
would diſcountenance all other perſons that 
ſhould wear Foreign ManufaQures : and that hi 

Majdly 
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Majeſty had given order to the Lord Treaſurer to 
dret the Commilſtoners of the Cuitoms,to cauſe 
allgoods of ForeinManutacture prohibited by Law 
tobe ſeized, at what Port, or on whoſe account 
ſoever they ſhall be imported into this Kingdom ; 
and that his Lordſhip ſhall grant no Warrant tor 
the releaſe of rhem. And whereas upqn the Peci- 
tion of the Silk-Weavers of Loxdon, preſented 
to his Viajeſty in Council, ſetting forth thar hcy 
have attained ro great 8kill in contriving and 
making of Silks and Stuffs figured and plain, a d 
that if due encouragement were given io them, 
and to ſeveral other Manual Trades by proibit- 
ing the Importation of Forein Manutatctucs, 
they ſhould increaſe and flouriſh ; his Majeſty 
was plealcd to declare, and a-cordingly then 
gave order.to the Maſtcr of his Robes, that he 
ſhould not prepare for his Majeſtics uſe 1n his 
wearing Apparel, any kind of Silks or Stuffs 
wrought out of his own Dominions, nor any 
Ribbands, Gloves, Hats, or other things, for his 
wearing, which were manufactured beyond the 
Seas, unleſs as hereafter excepted: And like- 
wiſe that the Lord Chamberlain of his Majeſties 
Houſhold. ſhould take care and give due order 
that no perſon or perſons ſhould preſiume to come 
into his Majeſties preſence, wearing any of the 
tings aforeſaid -being of Forein Manufacture, nor 
any other whatever, unleſs as followerth ; namely, 
the Lace commonly called Point de Venice, which 
maybe worn by any until the firſt day-of Aay 
next, and no longer; as alſo Linen and Calli- 
coes, and ſuch other wearing things , as by our 
own Tradeare imported from the Eaſt- 1na:es. : 
© 


204 . A Louch-ſtone fo 


Te the end therefore that theſe his Majeſties 
Command and Orders may be publickly taken 
notice of, and the more exactly obeyed, itis this 
day further ordered by his Majeſty in Cound, 
that the Right Honorable the Lord Treaſurer dg 
renew his Orders to the Commiſſioners of the 
Cuſtoms, that they direCt the ſeizure and confi. 
cation of all manner of Forein wearing Mana. 
Anres that are prohibited by Law, and to cauſe his 
Majeſties part thereof to be publickly burnt, that 
ſo the Petitioners, his Majeſties Subjetts, may 
find all due encouragement and advantage in 
the proſecution of their teveral Trades and Cal, 
lings : And that this Order is to be Printed and 
affixed in all the Ports and Cuſtom- houſes of 
England. AN 
| Robert Sowthmel, 


Notwithſtanding all which proviſions made by 
authority(by reaſon of ſome defeCts therein)there 
hath been, and now are manifold abuſes and diſ- 
couragement in this Myſtery of C#tlery, that the 
ſame is much decayed, and like to be utterly loſt; 
and thereby not only great numbers of his Ma- 
jeſties Subjects deprived of ſo excellent and ex- 
ceeding neceſſary way of employment , but the 
ſafety of this Kingdom much obſtructed, un- 
leſs tiz:ely care be taken for procuring remedy 
therein. 

To which purpoſe I humbly offer to the conſ- 
deration of thoſe in Authority , whether a Law 
may be made to this effect, (v:x.) 

Firſt, That all and every perſon whatſoever nov 
z:fing or exerciſiug , or that ſhall hereafter uſe l 

exerciſe 


T 
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qxerciſe the Trade or Myſtery of Cautlers within the 
City of London, and three miles compaſs of the 
ſame City, having been bound before the Maſter or 
Wardens of any Corporation , &c, in the City of 
London, and ſerved Apprentiſhips thereto the ſpace 
of ſeven years at the lh to be admnitted and enjoy- 
xd within one month after their as or exercifiing 
the ſaid Trade or Myſtery , to take the freedom of 
the City of London, and to enter him or themſelves 
into the Corporation of Catlers of the ſaid City in the 
ſame manner, and upon the ſame conditions, as be- 
we is mentioned in the like caſe of the Goldſmiths of 
ndon, 

Secondly,That the Statutes for prohibiting the Fo- 
renwrought JAanufattures, be ſupplied with this 
further Authority , (v1Z.) that at the ſeizing any 
ſuch prohibited Works or Wares, the ſame to be ap- 
praiſed, and only the value thereof (confidering the 
fame as Wares lawful) to be forfeit to the King, and 
the Seizer 3 and the Works or Wares to be utterly de- 
ſaced, broken, and ſpoiled, to prevent their being uſed 
enongſt us. 

Thirdly, That it be now enafted to prohibit Fo- 
rein wrought blades of Swords, Rapiers, Hangers, 
and Cimiters, after 4 certain ſpace of time, as at 
the end of ſeven years or more, under the like penal- 
es as other prohibited works of the ſaid Myſtery. 

And that in the mean time no Sword-blades, Ra- 
ſicr-blades, Hanger-Blades,nor Cimiter-blades, be 
txpoſed to ſale, ſold, exchanged; nor bartercd in any 
place in London , or three miles compaſs of the ſame 
Git, by any Trader therein, unleſs thoſe Blades be 
feſt broy $i Curlers-Hall :» London, and there 
4ſazed,by rhe Maſter and Wardens of ghar Myſtery 

or 


| 
[| 
: 
| 
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or their Deputy or either of them , which if gu 
to be by them or either of them marked with 4 my 
(allowed them for that purpoſe)and all defeCtiye and 
unſerviceable blades (ſo brought) to break and 
ſpoil, and all to be done and returned to the owners js 
convenient time , upon a ſutable penalty for ey 


| ſuch blade expoſed to ſale, ſold , exchaned, o 


bartered, not tried and marked as aforeſaid. 

Fourthly, That yo manner of Forcigre"vrougi 
blades of Swords, Rapiers, Hangers, or Cimiter, 
be expoſed to ſale, ſold, exchanged, or bartered, i 
any place (out of the ſaidC ity, and three miles com- 
paſs) within this Realm, by any Traders therein, m. 
leſs thoſe Blades be firſt Aſſayed by the Maſter an! 
Wardens of the Catlers and their Deputy, or 6 
ther of them, in every City, Burrough , and Tom 
(wiere any Cutlers be dwelling) at a certain plat 
and time tobe appointed in each City, Purrough an 
Town, and if good, to be by them, or ether of then 
marked with their Mark allowed as aforeſaid: An 
all defcttive and nnſerviceable blades to break and 
ſpoil upon a ſmitable penalty for every ſuch blade ex 
poſed to ſale, ſold, exchanged or bartered, net ered 
and marked as aforeſaid. 

Fifthly, That aber the ſet t'me for tryiig an 
marking all Forein-wrought Blades aforeſa:d 4: 
ready imported, no Forcin-wrought Blades of Swords 
Rapiers, Hangers , or Cimiters, to be imported ds- 
ring the time limited ( for importing the ſame ) bu 
only at the City of London, and be brought to Cut 
Icrs-Hall :o be Afſayed and Marked as aforeſaid. | 

Sixthly, That there be a convenient charge im 
{ed upon all Forein- wrought Blades of Swords, A 


piers, Hangers ana Cimers that are already - 
port 
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ported , and that ſhall be henceforward imported, 


ried, and Marked as aforeſaid,during the time limi- 
ted for Importing the ſame. Which charge to beta- 
ken and received by the ſaid Maſter and Wardens, or 
ane of them, to the uſe of that Corporation ; and to 
be by thems ſet apart for raiſing a Stock for the ſet- 
ting up the Manufatture of making the Blades 
eforeſaid in this Kingdom, and to no other uſe what- 
ſoever: and the government and regulating that Ma- 
mfatture to be by the ſaid Corporation of Catlers, 
and none other. 

Seventhly, That the Maſter and Wardens of the 
Company of Cutlers, or either of them, be impower- 
ed to have the view, ſearch, Tryal, and Regulation of 
all works of or belonging to their Myſtery, in all and 
every place throughout England, among#t all per- 
ſons whatſoever, making, ſelling, expoſing to ſale, ex= 
changing or bartering the ſame; and to mark the 
good Wares, and ſeize, brake, and ſpoil all unlawful, 
falſe or inſufficient Works or Wares belonging to their 
Trade or MyStery, and to impoſe ſuch Fine or Fines 
a; may be convenient upon the Offenders. 

Eighthly, That all perſons not opening all places 
in the Shops, and Work- houſes, and Ware-houſes, or 
wt giving free liberty of ſearch, and to execute the 
Authority of the Maſter and Wardens of the Cutlers, 
topay 5 l. for every ſuch offence, half to the King, 
and half to the Corporation. 

Ninthly, That the Maſter and Wardens of the 
Catlers, and their Depaty be required to take an 
Oath at the entrance into their Offices, for their true 
and faithful executing the ſame, to the beſt of their 
till and knowledge, ſo long as they continue therein, 
tot to ſpare any perſon for favour nor affettion, nor 
grieve any for hatred or malice. Tenth- 


- 
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Tenthly, That no perſon or perſons whatſorur 
ner hereafter make, ſell, expoſe to ſale, exchange or 
barter within this Realm, any Hilt , Pommel, v 
other Work made of Braſs or Copper belonging to 4 
Sworn, Rapier, Hanger, or Cimiter, upon a Farah 
evaacd 3 and all ſnch Works to be broke and mterh 
defaced. 
Eleventhly. That the connterfeiting; or the cau- 
fing to be connterfeited the lawful Mark or Marks of 
any Corporation of any Manual Trade or Myſtery, 
or the lawful Mark or Marks of any Maſter-worker 
of any Manual Trade or Myſtery within this Realm, 
by any ways or means whatſoever, on any the proper 
works of the Trade of ſuch perſon or Corporation 
whoſe Mark or Marks are connterfeited, tobe pw 
niſhed with the Pillory , and a fine , according to the 
merit of the offence. 


Some Reaſons humbly offered for the aforeſad 
Propoſals, (viz.) | 


For the firſt, That thoſe perſons exerciſingthe 
Myſtery of Cutlers in and about London, are vc- 
ry few of them Members of that Corporation; 
whereby it frequently happens, that the principal 
Officers therein have little or no ekill ro perform 
the duty of thuſe places, and by conſequence be 
ſuppoſed very little, or not at all, ro correct and 
prevent the abuſes in the works of that Myſtery: 
and the perſons exerciſing that Myſtery, andbe- 
1ng no Free-men or Members of that Corporat 
on, are not under the Government thereof, and 
therefore will refuſe to. obey thaſe wholeſome 


Laws and Ordinance; as the Corporation _ 
fin 
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kd neceflary to make for the better regulating 
gd government of their Trade. 

For the ſecond, That notwithſtanding ſeveral 
works of the Myſtery of Cutlery Forein wrought 
xeprohibited ; yer by reaſon the Seizers are not 
authorized and enjoyned not only to ſeize, but 
1þ tv deface and utterly deſtroy the. ſame; 
hoſe works are as frequently imported, fold, and 
artered amongſt us asever. For inſtance, 
Suppoſe twenty dozen of Forein wrought Hilts 
le ſeized according to the Statute 5 El:z.#7.. one 
lf thereof is forfeit to the King, and the other 
half tothe Seizer; and when condemned, what 
nillbe done with them ? they will and muſt be 
bd amongſt the Curlers to pay the King and the 
kizcr, and ſo will paſs under the name of ſeized 
ul condemned Govds , and by that means are 
ad will be ſecured from being queſtioned any 
(ore in ike manner by any perſon whatſoever. 
'ow here is that which marrs all ; for under the 
ame of thoſe twenty dozen of ſeized and con- 
femned Hilts will a hundred dozen or more of 
mein wrought Hilts be brought in by ſtealth; 
udfold amongſt us, which all the care and cun- 
ng imaginable (as our Laws are) cannot pre- 
"Mt: And thus it is with moſt other prohibited 
knufaCtures, bur the totally breaking and ſpoil- 


'gthe ſame, as aforeſaid, would perfeCtly cure 
miſchief. 


For the 2, 4, F, 7, and 8. 


1. The Kingdom will then be furniſhed with 
Trapons ſecurely good and ſerviceable: And, ! 
P 2, It 
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2. It will ſurely be granted that the Compor; 
tion of Cxtlers will be the moſt proper judges 
all Wares belonging to their Myſtery, and th 
King and Kingdom may with confidence reh 
on the judgment and integrity of that Corpo 
tion, who for their own honour , and good « 
their. Company , will certainly ſee the Kingdon 
wellſerved : and upon any miſcarriage the King 
or any perſon will know where to complain, « 
have any account of what they deſire: 

3.. It is notoriouſly known , that for want « 
this power (of ſearching, trying, and markingth 
works) occaſions great miſchiefs and deceit 
the Kingdom, as well by our own Artiſts, as fron 
abroad, by making and vending falſe wares, an 
ſuch as upon tryal, are not fit for uſe and ſervice. 

4. This liberty increaſes-the number of bat 
Workmen, which are but burthenſome and incor 
venient, and deſtroys good ones, who are coſt 


pell'd, cither to afford or ſell their good works] 


the ſame price as bad, or elſe make as bad # 
others, or have no Trade: and unleſs a penaly 
be impoſed for refuſing to open all places ir tit 
Shops , Work- houſes , Ware-houſes , and : the 
places where the works of the Cutlers Trad. ar 
kept, the authority of ſearching, and thelabou 
and endeavours of the Maſter and Wardens wil 
be in vain ; for it is the natural inclination and 


ſtudy of the Makers and ſellers of falſe wotls| 


not only to get knowledge of the time in whid 
the ſearchers will come, but alſo keep and or 
ceal their falſe works in private placcs under lod 
and key : and the authority of impoſing a] 


ty of o {. in this caſe may be conceived theaw 
reaſot- 
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reaſonable, it being given to the ſeveral Corpo- 
rations of Girdlers, Sadlcrs, © ordwainers, and 
Curriers by the Statute 1 fc. 21. and by long 
experience thereof, found very wholclome, and 
of ſo excellent uſe, that it continues ſtil} in force. 

For the ſixth, That the ſerting up and encou- 
raging the ManufaCture of Sword. Blades, Cc. in 
England as aforeſaid, would remedy and prevent 
theſe inconveniencies following, (v:z.) 

1. That weare neceflitated to have them from 
abroad at ſuch prices as they upon conſideration 
of our neceſſities (or thcir own ſtock) will put 
upon them. 

2. That we are compell d to take any Wares 
of this kind, though never ſo defective. 

3. That our own people want cmployment, 

and ſo become chargeable to thc Kingdom, when 
otherwiſe they might live well. 
' 4. It appears that when this Manufacture was 
begun here, and likely to be encouraged , the 
Merchants from bcyond Seca brought 11 great 
quantities of untried blades at lower priccs than 
ordinary , which was partiy the deſtruction of 
the work here. | 

5. It appears that by reaſon we have not the 
Manufacture here, nor any Officers to try and 
approve what 1s imported, (as in other parts be- 
yond the Seas they have) that the worlt and moſt 


 G&fetive Blades of Swords , Rapiers, Cc. are 


brought hither. 

6. That a good foundation and duc encourage- 
ment hath not hitherto ben nude for rho ſetting 
up this Manufacture ; when 'tis well known, the 
artiſts of this Kingdom did formerly make , and 

PF 2 would 
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would be now ( with little experience) in the 
ſame capacity to make as good and ſerviceable of 
theſe ſorts, as any be inthe world ; eſpecially 
here being all conventcacics to that purpoſe, ag 
good as any in } orcin parts: Then how are we 
overſeen to be thus remils, and fo frecly to leave 
thc benefit of working the great quantities we 
uſe, to be wholly potleſt by Strangers abroad; 
And beſides that luls, may itnot be ſuppoſed that 
we may be in War with all our ncighbour Nati 
ons; or at leaſt Zol{iugen (rhe place where they 
are now chictly made , may be in our enemies 
nands, and we (not in condition to ſupply this 
Kingdom by the Artiſts within us ) for want of 
thele weapons, be brought ro great extremity. 


That Forein wrousht Sword, Rapier, Hanger, 
and Cimiter-Blaues are not prohibited by tht 
Stainte F Eliz, 7. aforecited , take theſe Ret 


ſons, (v1z.) 


1. Thatno particular men:ion is made ofthem 
in that Statute , and in all penal Statutes, the 
Letter is ſtrictly tobe regarded. 

2- That Dagger-Blades are thercin particular- 
ly prohibited, they being then frequently made 
in Ezglana, but not the other Blades ; therefore 
thoſe not prohibited. 

3. That Sword, Rapier, Hanger , or Cimiter- 
Blades arenot comprehended, and ſo not prohibi- 
ted under that name of Kaprers : for the general 
term of Rapiers is mentioned, for that,Hilts,Pom- 
mels, © are particularly prohibited, they being 
excellently weil made amongſt us ; and thoſe 


pat” 
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particulars being Joyned together, do (in the 
common acceptation) loſe their particular terms, 
and are called by the general names of Swords, 
Rapiers, &c. ſo that Kaprers are not mcntioned 
for the intent of prohibiting Sword, Rapier, Hen- 
ger, Cimiter-Blages , but to ettectually prohibir 
Hilts, Pommels, Lockets, Chepes, &c. and are 
therefore mentioned both by their particilar and 
general terms. 

4. That if the makers of that Statute had in- 
tended that the gcneral rerm of Raprers ſhould 
camprehcnd all the particular parts of that wea- 
pon, then ſurely they woutid not have mentioned 
the Hilts, Pommels, Lockcts, Chepcs, ec. they 
being particular par.s thereof, as well as the 
Blades. : 

5. That the particulars are not comprehended 
nor prohibited under the general terms of any 
Wares, take this inſtance in Statute 14 Car. 2. 
@. 13. which forbids the bringing into this 
Realm any Bone-lace, Cut-work, Imbroideries, 
fringe, Band ſtrings, Butrons or Needle. work, 
made of Thred or Silk, or either of them, in 
parts beyond the Seas : Now obſerve, the gene- 
al terms are Bone-lace, &c. they may not be im- 
ported, but Thred, and Silk, and the reſt of the 
particulars, of which Bone-lace, &c. are made, 
may (and its very well known to) be freely Im- 
ported, Thus all Forein wrought Swords, Rapiers, 
Cc. are prohibited under the general term of 
Rapiers ; and all Forein wrought Bone-lace, Cc. 
under the general term of Bone-lace, &'c. bur 
forein wrought, Sword, Rapier, Hanger, and Ci- 
muter Blades, although poſitive Works of the oy 
3 Crs 
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lers Trade, and the particular parts of Sword, 
Rapiers, Hangers, and Cimiters, they being not 
particularly mentioned , are not prohibited; & 
Thred, Silk, &c, although they arc poſitive works 
of the Trades they relate unto , and the material 
particulars of Bone-Jace, &c. yet nor bcing par- 
ticularly mentioned, are not prohibited, but may, 
and arc frequently brought in and ſold amongſt 
us, and not in the leaſt interruptcd as Forein 
wrought prohibited Wares. 


Further to the ſixth, touching the charge upon 
Forein wronght and Imperted Blades. 


I. The Corporation have not ſtock to perform 
that work, it being a great undertaking, will re- 
quire a great and continued ſum which muſt be 
rmannaged fo as to anſwer 10 /. per cent. per am 
(beſides the charge of rhe Work) to bear the lols 
in bad dcbts, and other caſualties incident to all 
Trading. 

2. A ſmall impoſition on the particulars may 
in the whole amount to a conſiderable ſam ; up- 
on the ſecurity of which , and the credit of the 
Corporation, may be raiſed a ſufficient ſtock to 
immediately ſct up the work. 


That it is undeniably beſt and fitteſt , and will be 
the more proſferous to be mannaged by the Cor- 
poration, for theſe reaſons. 


Firſt, For that they being skilful in the alan 
w1i'l know how to direct the mannagement thetc- 


of tothe beſt advantage, and with leaſt chargh 
al 
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and will not be ſubject to be deceived by their 
Work-men, or ſuch as ſhall be intruſted by them 
to mannage or over-ſce 1t. 

2. It will not be ſubject to fall into the hands of 
Executors (which otherwiſe 1t will be if it come 
into private hands, which was the deſtruction of 
this work at Hownſlow ;) but by being 11 the Cor- 
poration, it will have a continued ſiutiftance, and 
be ſupported. 

It may be obſerved, that in all ManufaCtures 
of this kind , the Engliſh have exceeded other 
Nations: as for inſtance, in that of the Knife- 
Blades and Razors which heretofore were 
brought from beyond Sea ; and now there are 
none made ſo good in any parts of the world as 
here ; and we are able to furniſh all parts : only 
ir may be thus far farther obſerved,that the want 
of power to view and approve as aforeſaid, hath 
been, and is, occaſion of ſome of our own Work- 
men to take the liberty of making deceitful 
Wares, and by that means do bring ſome diſcre- 
ditupon our Manufactures, which by the propo- 
fals will beprevented. 

To the ninth, The ſecret tic and obligation of 
an Oath, upon thoſe Officers, 1s the only way to 
reſtrain thoſe ſecrer faults which our Laws can- 
not take Cogniſance of. 

To the tenth, The making and vending Braſs 
Hilts is not only againſt the intent of our Laws, 
but a great injury and diſcouragement to the Ar- 
tilts of this Myſtery , by realon thoſe Wares 
(which are brittle and unſerviccable) are fre- 
quently fold inftead of the good and ſerviceable 
works, and thexeby the employment of the Ar- 
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tiſts of good works much impaired , and turns 
our moſt ingenious Manufacture into a cheat up- 
on the Kingdom. 

For the Eleventh , The counterfeiting the 
Marks 1s (in Manual Trades ) of the molt evil 
conſequence imaginable ; for it prevents the dif. 
covering the makers of falſe, inſufficient, and 
unlawful works, and deſtroys the ſecurity , and 
prevents the knowledge of good works, thereby 
diſcourageth the honeſt and curious Artiſts, by 
falſe, i1l-made, inſufhcient, and unlawful works 
paſſing under his name, and for his making and 
by ſuch means (in ſome caſes) may bring them in 
danger of the Pillory ; and by ſeveral other cir- 
cumſtances of being undone : and many more 
evils do attend this wicked action, therefore can- 
not be too ſeverely puniſhed. 

To conclude, The Trade and My ſtery of the 
Cutlers being of great concern to this Nation, 
not only for the ſafety thereof, bur for the em- 
ployment of great number of people , therefore 
ought to have a ſutable eſteem and encourage- 
ment amongſt us. Other Corporations (of lets 
moment are eſteemed, and by concurrence of 
the Members in particular , and the people in ge- 
neral) are ſo regulated and encouraged, that the 
Members thereof become wealthy and honorabe. 

But where be any of the Cutlers Trade that 
make any conſiderabte proficiency in their Eſtates 
in compariſon of other Tradeſmen ? what 1s It 
that makes a Trade flouriſh, but the profit there- 
' of? What Ihave propoſed and deſigned, is but for 
a reaſonable advantage ; which conſidered, ca 


any perſon ſcruple their affiſtance for cbrainne 
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' for this Corporation an ehcouraging authority, 


and to give their Members competent rates for 
their works, 

The Sword is the principal weapon of War, 
and the Sword in the Kings hand is the emblem 
of his Authority, Rom, 13. 3. although by other 
inſtruments more men are kild, yer all are ſaid to 
be ſlain with the Sword. 

If thoſe Trades that concern the attirihg our 
bodies, and furniture of our houſes, and othcr 
materials of delight , have ſo great incourage- 
ment, ſhall the makers and traders in that cmt- 
nent ManutaCture the Sword, the principal inſtru- 
ment (of War) for keeping all in ſafety, be ſhgh- 
ted, deſpiſcd , and reduced to a contemptable 
condition? 

Can he be accounted a true Engliſh-man , that 
inſtead of making or being advantage to his own 
Nation and Countrymen by buying and uſing 
their works, and encouraging the Artiſts thereof, 
will undeſervedly ſlight , deſpiſe, contemn, and 
undervalue them and their works, and buy all, or 
moſt part of Aliens , both at home and abroad, 
whoſe works do not in the leaſt exceed the works 
of our Natives ? 

Tis only fancy that makes the difference , but 
(tit not be ſaid of Engliſh-men that their fancies 
ae ſo miſ-guided as to eſteem Foreign works 
better than they are , or to think Engliſh works 
'o be Forein , when preſented to them by Fo- 
Kiners hands. 

' But rather have ſo good opinion of our Na- 
ves as to put a true cftcem on Engliſh works in 
Engliſh hands ; «ſpecially thoſe of the Cutlers: 

they 
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they being no whit (as I faid before) inferior ty 
any Cutlers works in the world: and much bette | 
would they be if due encouragement were pro- 
vided. And atlurcdly if the eſteem of thoſe works 
be according to their goodneſs and greatneſs of | 
uſe, this Myſtery and Corporation cannot war | * 
(it endeavourcil for) any Authority that mayte 
truly called ncccelſary. 
Then will the Members of this Myſtery and 
Corporatiun fiuv, aid tpend their time in con- 
triving and making curious and ſerviceable 
works, and find out ways to employ many that | 
are in want, ai tdle about, and run into many | 
evil practiſcs. 7 
Now to you of the Corporation and Myſtery, | 
I ſay , rouſe up your ſpirits, and give a ſurtable | 
active purſuit and attendance for attaining theſe | 
things ; you muſt expect to rake pains before pro- | 
fir comes: and if ſome rubs and difficulties hap. | 
pen, you may remember, that many do attend 
the purſuit of the moſt valuable and profitable 
atchievements : Remember thechief inſtrument 
of your Trade, the Sword ; it is the inſtrument of | 
Victory and Conquelt : then be your attions in 
theſe concerns of like merit , in being victorious 
conquerors of all difficulties that happen in your 
purſuit of all lawful and reaſonable things that | 
may in probability make your Myſtery and Cor 
poration increaſe in Riches and Honour, 
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The Ordinary way. 


Four Ingots of Silver. 


D.wt. | L.n.0z.D.wt.Gr. 

Better, 16 ] Num. 1. - $0, 6, 10, 03 
Worle, 115. Num. 2. ——— 37, 7, 5, OO. 
Worſe, 15. Num. 3. 36, 9, 10, OO. 
Better, 10, Nam. 4. 35, I1, OO, CO: 
—— 153. 10. 5. OO. 


Oz. D, rt. Gra. Mit. 


Betterneſs of Num. 1. —- 36, 3, 4 #4 
| Betterne(ſs of Num. 4. -—- 21, o, 17, 6. 
Whole betterneſs, —- $7 3» 21, 10, 
Os, D.wt. Gra. Mit. 

Worſneſs of Num, 2. <=——_ 23, 7, 12, 5, 

| Worſneſs of Num, 3. e=—- 29, 16, 14, 18, 
Whole worſne(s, |" Oy OO ee 


| of the betternels, reſis Y 3, 19, 


So this 
Added to 153. I. wt. 10. — 5, —- 


to be Standard, --4 154, 2, 4 


D 3 


Worſneſs deducted out > Oz. D. wt. Gra. Mit, 


Is, 7. 


— 


30z. 19 d.wt. 18 Gr. 7 Mit. 


— 


Makes the 4 Ingots 2 1-wt. Oz. d.wt. Gra. Mie. 


21; 7. 
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Oneſtions Wrought by the 
GOLDEN H@Ryk. 


The Standard of Silyer is xj. 'Ouxces 
2, Penny-weight fanc, 


A Silver Ingot weighin $40! wt. 6 Ounees, 
10. d. wt. better 16.4 . weight and a bal. 
What will this amount to in Standard Silver ? 


The Work, 
L.:wi.Oz.D.wi.Gre. Mit. 
= 6- 10, 

” 36. 3» 4. 4 


"TM 5 260% 3 d.wt. 4 Gra. 4 Mit. = 
Added to 401.wt.6, 10. ©Oo. 


L.wt.0Oz.D. wi.Gra.Mit. | 


Makethin Standard Silver, 43.6. 13. 4+ 4 


P= 


N Ingot of Silver weighing 37 1.ws. 7.0s. 

5. d. wt, worſe 11. d, weight, and a balf. 
How much of 14 pexy-weight better, will make 
it good to the Standard of-- 11 Oz, 2 d. weight, 


| The Work: 

| D.rt. - Lwmwi.Os, D.wt. Gra, Mit, 
Warle, I 1%, 37» 7, 5% ©O0. 
better, I4. 30, Io; 13, 9, & 
| This is wrought by the backer Rule. 


A N Ingot of Silver weighing 40 1.wt. 6. 0s, 


Io d. weight, worle 18 d.wt. 12 Grains, 
How much is to be taken off and tincd io 1 
Peny. weight better, to make good the reſt to the 
Standard of — 11 Os. 2 d. weight. 


The Work, 


L.wt. 
8. Oz, Dwi. Gra. Mi. 


Io, _ 6, I7, 3-2 


Worſe, 18 5 
Better, 14. 


Lowe. Oz. Dwh Gra. Mit, 
II. 16, 0, 6, 1%; 3--. 
10. 3, I, 3, *» 5; 6: 


L.wt. 

8. 0z.Dmwti.Gr.Mit. 
I2, 3z 2, $. 6, | 
20,3. 2, - v, 6, | 


——————— 


—<—_— —— 


L.wt.0z.Dmwt.Gr. Mit, L.wi.Oz,. D.wt.Gr.Mi, 
$0, 2 Hy 0 Þ i $ -, $6 
40, 6, IO, Owl 424, 6, 7» 2 
So there is to be tined, 24, 6, 7, 22 

And the remain iS———— 16, ©, 2, 2- 
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The former Queſtion is 


reſolved another way. 


The Work. 
Ounce, D. wt. Dt. 
IO. ; 37+ % I 4. 
Il. 16. 18 and 8 half, 
| 32. 1;wt and a half. 
0z.D.wt, I. wr. Oz. d.wt. Gra. 
IO» 37 40, 6, IO, OO. 
Ile 2+ 322 12.399." -4 
323, F 37 I, 19, 4 
I4+ I6, Oz, 2, Zo 


This 16 1.#t, 0 Oz. 2 d:-wt, 2 Gra, to remain: 


I es, 


—I_—— —_— — —_ -” OO —L  —  — —_— 


0z.D;wt. I1.wt.0z.d.wt.Gra- 


In, 16, 40, 6, TO, Os 
Il, 2, 43, ©, 3; 14 gr. and abalf. 


— 


, Lwt.0z.Dmwt.Gra. 

32, and a balf, / 43, ©, 3, 14 

I8,and g lth 6; 9; 33> 

This mn— — 24z 0,7, 233 is to be 

fined, 
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Four Ingots of GOLD. — 

Car, Gra. L.wt.Oz.D.wt.Gr, ' : 

Better. x, 1, 5+ Num. 1, -—— 4; 6; 10, 00, 0 
Worln, x, ©, 3. Num, 2, -— 3, 7, 5, oo. | 


Worln. 1, 2, 5. Num, 3, —-6, 9g, 10, 00, 
\ Better, x, 1, O, Num. 4, -— 8, 11, 0o, 00, {+ 


— 


-+— 23; 10, 5, 0s. f\ 


Oz. D.wt. Gra, Mit, | / 
Betterneſs of Num. x, ——3, $, 3. - 


Betterneſs of Num. 4, — 6, 1, 14. 


| 
————_—_——_— en 
oo — L 


Whole betterneſs, — 9, " I7, 3. ; 


Os, D.wt. Gra. Mit, | Ci 
. Worleneſs of Num. 2, _—2. 4, 5, 11. | * 


Worſnels of Num. 3. — 6, 5, 02, 13. | ' 


— | 


Whole Worſneſs, —8, 9g, 6, 4, 


Worſneſs deduced out& Oz. Gra. Mites, | | 
of the betterneſs, reſts 1. o, 10, 19. 


OI CC = =——_—  — 


So this - 1 0z. oo D.wt. 11 Grains. | 
Added to 23, l.wt. 10, _— 5, —- 00. | 


a I. wt.02.d.wt.Gr. 
Makes the 4Ingots to be Stan. 23, 11, 5, 1% | 


1 | Dueſtiont 


k 


—_— 


22262000/005000000 

FESPEBB ES PEPEPPEPS 

Oneſtions Wrought by rhe 
GO LDEN Rule, | 

For the Standard of 22 Carradts. 


/ 
F 
\ 


Gold Ingot weighing 81.wt. 6 Oz, 16 dawr. 
worſe .—- I Carrad, 2 Grains 3 quarters 
What will this amount to in Standard Gold ? 


The Work, 
Car, Gra. L.mt, Oz, D. wt. Gra, Mite, 
22, — OE 8, 6, 16, 
I," 2:5 + - 7» I7, i6, 13, 


Thus 7 Ones, I7, d.wt. 16 Grains 18 Mites. 


| Deducted out of --.- S1.wt. 6 Ounees 16 d.wt. 


Reſteth, - 7 1.wt. 10 Oz. 18 d. wt. 7 Gra, 2 Mites. 
The Standard required, 


 N Ingot of Gold weighing $1,wr. 6 0s, 
| 16d.w. worle -- 1 Carra@, 2 Gr. 3 quarter, 
How much of -- x Carra#, 1 Grain better, will 
make it good tothe Standard of 22 Carrats, 


The IW, ork, 


. x* 
. 


Cor. Gre. 3 Los Oz. D. wt. Gra. 


Worſe, z, . 2.5. 'P, oY 3 
Beeter, 1, 1. | Wo wt 


This is wrought by the back Rule. 


: 


A Gold Ingot weighing — $8 Pownd weight 


worle, =— 2 Car. — 1 Grain, 
How much is to be taken thereof and fined to 
I Car. — 3 Graivs better tomake good the reſt 
to the Standard of — 22 Car. 


The Work, 
| Car.Gr. L.wt. Ca.Gr. I .wt.0z.d.wt.gr. 
1, 1 8, 23, 3» 10, 3,8, 14- 
L, 2. 10,3,8, 14-19. 3£./12, 4, $5 13: 
iN 1. 0z.d.wt. Sr L.wt.0z.d.wt.gr. 
[12349 $, 12. 12.[20, 4,8, 03 x3,:-4; $84, 
io, 10,4, 8, 13, 13. 8, ©, o, © & : 16%; 5; 22. 


So there is to be fined, —-4, 1o, 5, 22. 


i 


— 


The ſame Queſtion wrought thus. 
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\HE ws Tables were compoſed by 
john Reynolds, Alſay "Maſter of the Mint 
in the Tower of London, and this Im- 
prcfſion 18 from a Printed Copy corrected by him, 
with his hand to it to teſtifie the ſame; and are 
chiefly calculated for the making Gold or Silver 
(that 15 of any Allay) to the Standard goadnelſs : 
(thar 1s to ſay) IF it be better than Standard, 
thoſe Tables do clearly ſhew how much Allay 
maſt be pur in each pound, and ounce, and peny 
weight, to make it Standard : And if it be worſe 
than Standard, thoſe Tables do clearly ſhew how 
much of betterneſs of Gold or Silver, will make 
that courſe Gold or Silver, by the pound, ounce, 
' and peny weight, to be of Standard goodneſs. 

The Tables for Silver, are to be known by the 
Titles at the top of each Page, the words are 
thus, (to wit ) Half-peny weight, Peny weight, 
Peny half: f-peny wes br, and ſo on to eleven ounces. 
Which Silver Tables in every page; are divided 
into four parcels of Columns, ( that is to fay ) 
The firſt parcel on the left hand (from the top to 
bottom ) ſhew the betterneſs 'or worſenels of 
pound weights, from 1 pound to Foo An 
weight Troy. 

The ſecond parcel of Colum ns are thoſe on the 
right hand of that page, on the upper part, and 
ſhew the bett erneſs or worſeneſs of OUNCES, from 
1 OUNCE to II OUNCES Troy. 

The third parcel of Columns are thoſe under 
the laſt mentioned Columns, and ſhew the bet- 
terneſs or worſeneſs of peny-weights, from 1 wt. 
6 ;rs, tO 17 awt, 12 grs, Troy. 
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The fourth parcel of Columns, are thoſe under 
the laſt mentioned Columns, and ſhew the bet- 
terneſs or worſeneſs of the weight, from 1 awe. 
tO 4 grs. Troy. 

Ar the head of every Column is its Signiture, 
(to wit ) /.wt. ownce, dwt. grains, mites, parts, 
according as the Column is to ſignitie. This be- 
ing mentioned, a ſerious and ingcnuous peruſal 
of the Tables, will make it clearly manifeſt. 

Another uſe of them I will more clearly de- 
monſtrate, (that is) to make the weight for 
the Aſſay-Standard; . and alſo to make ſeveral 
weights to compute the juſt yaluc of any tort of 
Silver by the Aflay : To which purpoſe it may be 
obſerved , that in the ſoregoing Treatiſe, the 
Touch- Stone, &c. in page 30 and 31. 1s an account 
of the materials uſed for”. -- ERS 
making Aſſays, * amongſt ,, FL i", hike ein 
which there 1s MeENnTron ef Gold and Silver, and the ſve- 
made of thoſe weights, 17min we thre. Se 
which Standard-weight xleart.Chymiſt, written in French 
may be made of different -, Chriſt, Glalcr, and Erglſhed 

_=_ 6 3 a Felluw of the Royal Society. 
quanrities, As to weigh IT Printed f y John Starkey at :/z 
dwt. or 18 grains. or 12 _ in Fleetſtrect near Temple- 
grains, Or 6 grains, and © 
the computing-weights muſt be anſwerable to 
whict ſoever of them you uſe; all which is clear- 
ly compriſed in the ſaid Tables; ; 

The uſual Standard- weight is made of Braſs, 
and in weight 12 grams; which number you may 
find in the laſt parcel of Columns in that page, 
at the head of which are theſe words, (to wit) 
Eighteen peny weight , in which ſaid laſt parcel 
m the ſecond Column, the laſt number ( except 

Meth four ) 
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four) is that number, 12 grains. The reaſon for 
chuſing that number inthe Column in that page, 
is this, (to wit) for that there is Eighteen peny 
weight of Allay, in a pound weight of Stan 
Silver ; and for that reaſon all ſorts of Standard 
Aſlay- weights, muſt be of the numbers in that 
page, for right againſt each number, there is their 
weight of Allay for Standard. "ET 

The next, is the weight for the Allay that is in 
12 grains of Standard Silver, which you have 
right againſt the ſaid 12 graixs on the right hand 
of it, and is 19 mites, 17 parts. - is 

. The next weight, for half-peny weight better or 
worle, is in the page under that Tzz/e, in the laſt 
parcel of Columns againſt x2 grains, on the right 
hand, and is 16 parts. | EE. 

The next weight, for 4 peny weight better or 
worſe, is in the page under that T3zle, in the laſt 

arcel of Columns againſt the. ſaid x2 gFaine, on 
the right hand, and is x mite, 3 parts. _ | 
.. The next weight, for a peny half-peny weight 
better or. worſe, is Ft the page under that Tile, 
in. the laſt parcel F Columns againſt the aid 
12 grains, on the right hand, and is 1 mite, 
ag FET39.-.*.,177 2; HSI LAs 
..- And fo ſeyeral weights of the ſeveral degrees 
of berterneſs or worſeneſs, which by what have 
mentioned. of the three pages, may be. eaſily 
made by the reſt of the pages, wherein they are 
* down againſt the ſaid 12 grains, on the right 

nd. FS 3 oe Ti cas ' n P=--1 ; '} te 

. . Note that 37 parts is accounted a mite, in the 
Sitver Tables, and 22 parts is accounted a wie 
the Gold Tables. 
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Te make*an Aſſay of Silver, the manner is thus: 
Firſt, having all the Materials and Inſtruments 


| mentioned in the Toxch-Stone, pag. 30 and 31. 


(and what other Tools, &c. an ingenuous perſon 
will ſee needfull ) good and readily provided, 
and the Fire kindled, and Furnace hot ; then take 
the weight of the aforeſaid Standard-weight of 
the Silver that you would Aſay, (it being clean 
from all filth) and alſo part of a clean flatted 


| Lead Buller, as much as by experience you will 


ſee convenient, ( for the courler the Silver, the 
bigger muſt be the quantity of Lead to Refine it ) 
put that Silver and the Lead on the Cople or _—— 
into the Fire, and it will Refine the Silver to r 6 
higheſt degree of fineneſs ; then take the Cople 
and Silver out of the Fire, and put the. Silver 
( being knockt clean) into one Pan of the fine 
Scales, and in the other Pan put the Standard- 
weight ; then if the Silver from which it was 
taken be Sterling, the waſte of the Aſſay will be 
the weight 19 mes, 17 parts, 

If the Silver from which it was taken be a half- 
peny weight worſe, then the waſte of the Aſſay will 
be the 19 mites, 17 parts, and alſo the weight 


16 parts. Ao ER | | 

the Silver from which it was taken is half- 
peny weight better, it will not be waſted the 
19 mites, 17 parts, by the weight 16 parts. | 
| And ſo proceeding further , as the Silver is 
waſted more or leſs, thoſe weights will diſcover 
s betterneſs or worſeneſs. And obſerve further, 
that the Standard-Afſay-weight being in one Pan 
of the Scale, the weight of the Allay in 12 grains 
of Standard aforeſaid, muſt be always in cy 

Otner 
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other Pan with the Refined Silver, and if that 
makes the Ballance even, then the Silver from 
which it was taken is Standard. It the weight 
for half-peny weight of berterheſs or worſenels, be 
put into the Pan with the Silver, and'it make af 
cven Ballance, then report the Silver worle 06, 
If that weight be put in the Pan where the Stan. 
dard-weight i is, and it make an even Ballance, 
then report the Silver better ob. This rule holds 
good for all the relit ; and the Gauging-weights 
being*laid orderly in rows in the glazed Scale- 
cale, with the Nippers they may be readily taken 
up, and put into cither Pan, and out ASA, as 
occaſion ſhall be. 

What tave here diſcovered of the Silver Ta: 
bles , will be ſufficient light to underſtand the 
Gold Tables, and how to make a Gold Aﬀay : 
For the Gold Tables in the ſeveral pages of bet- 
terneſs or woxſeneſs, are known by the Titles af 
the head of each page, by the words Grains and 
Carratts, and are increaſed by quarter-grains 
each page, from a quarter of a Carract grain, to 
four CarraCts, and are every page divided into 
four parcels of Columns, and ſhews what Allay 
18 in every ſort of Gold, from one Troy-grain, to 
30 L.wt. Bur ro- enlarge further , will ſwell this 
Book too much ; therefore my advice i is, that youl 
ſt;diouſly and frequently peruſe the foregoing 
Treatiſe and Tables, which with ingenious pra- 
Qice, will make you an Artiſt herein. And1 wiſh 
(where there is one now well-skill'd in making 
Aſſays of Gold and Stlver) that there were a | 
hundred ; ' for all Rules and Arts for preventing 


pablick deceit, ought (if poſſible ) to be made fo | 
practi 
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practicable, that every capacity may be capable 
thereof. To which purpoſe note further, 

That the manner of making the aforeſaid Cy- 
ples or Teſts, 18 thus: Take of Sheeps-bones that 
are burnt very white, beat and fitt them to a fine 
Powder, which moiſten with Water to luch a dc- 
gree, that when well chatted either between the 
hands, or with a piece of Board on a Table, that 
being graſped with the hand it will be clammy, 
and hold together without wetting or ſticking 
to the hand. Then take a round flat piece of 
Braſs, an inch thick, and three or four inches over; 
through the middle of which make a taper-round 
hole, the one «nd near as wide as a*Five ſhilling 
piece of Silver, and the other end ncar as wide 
as a Half-Crown picce, which hole polliſh very 
ſmooth ; lay this Braſs on a level Anvil, the wideſt 
end of the hole uppermoſt, and fill rhe hole with 
the ſaid moiſtned Bone-aſhes, and prefs it hard 
with your hand: Thea with a Drift-pin of Braſs 
made Globical at the lower end, and a ſhoulder 
round 1t to reſtupon the edge of the hole, to keep 
the ſaid round «nd from runsing in too far, which 
Drift-pin force down (with a Wood Mallet) on 
the ſaid Bone: aſhes in the ſaid hole, and if well 
cone it w.Il unite the Bone-aſhes into a Cople, 
and the top thereof will be hollow like the Veſlel 
calied a Skimming-diſh ; then with yorir thumb 
thruſt the ſaid Cople whole out of the Braſs hole; 
and ſet it (with as many of them as you will 
make) on a looſe Board on a Shelf, and when 
thorow dry they will be hard, and when uſed, 
either kindle the Fire (or put thera into it) by 
tegrees, to prevent their cracking or cleaving. 
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The Afſay-Furnace is made cither with Rrick 
upon a Chimney-hearth, or in an Iron Caſe (thick 
and well luted ) removable to any place at plea- 
lure, the infide round or ſquare, about 6 or 7 
inches over; and about 20 inches high; at the 
bottom muſt be an Air-hole 5 or 6 inches wide, 
and 3 inches high ; and about 8 inches high muſt 
be an Iron-grate fixed within, and even to it 
(over the other hole) muſt be another Air-hole 
about 3 inches fquare, ( without which muſt be 
a ſpace to lay ſome burning Coals) upon which 
Grate muſt be placed a vffle, which may be 
made of a large three-ſquare Crucible, with a 
hole ( a quarter of an inch wide) in each fide, 
and one ſuch hole in the ſmall end : or the Muff 
may be made of broken Crucibles finely pow- 
dered;and tempered with a fifth part of Tobacco- 
pipe-ctay, flat at bottom, and circular over, with 
3 holes as the other; dry it well in the fhade, 
and then neal it in a gentle Fire : The mouth of 
which Axffles muſt be cloſed with lute to the 
upper hole, reſting upon the Grate as aforeſaid; | 
and a ſpace muſt be by the fides and farther end 
of the Muffle, ſufficient to permit the Fire to be ' 
ſtrong on the Grate as above the Muffle, and the 
Fire of Charcole always gently kindled, will not 
break the Mrffle; and a Fire muſt be always be- 
fore the mouth of the 24uffie, to make the heat 
equal on the Cople. The Afﬀfay-Scales are made 
by the Scale-makers in St. Annes-lane, Londens 
and muſt turn with the weight of the 740** part 
of a grain Troy. 

Notre, Thar when the Silver is Find to the higheſt degree, 
when cold on the Cople ir will appear bright,and clear from the 
leaſt ſully or darkiſh colovr,and of the comenance of pure Tin, 


- Here 


4 % 
—_— << fl 


——_ Wu 
i Here followeth a Catalogue of the Names of the 
4 ſeveral Foreign Gold and Silver ( ons, that 
' __ brought into this Kingdom 1s Pulliny, 
| with the particular weight of each Coy, 
( except ſome few) and the particular All.zy 
| and Value of many of them, according to the 
aforeſaid Standard of 22 Carracts 1nd 
| 11 ounces 2 dwt. accounting the Gold at 
41. the ounce, and the Silver at 5, s. the 
ounce Troy. pie 


, 


Theſe Gold Foreign Coins were Aſſayed in the 
Mint, and rated as Bullion, 1663. 


Allay. Weight. Value. 
Car.Gr. awt.Gr.l. s. d. 
worſeſo oYFren: h Piſtol 4\ 8 [o-17- 4 
worſe 002 French Lewis 3114 j0-14- 4 
| worſeſolo Holland Rider 6/110411- 5- 9 
better|r]2 [Hungary Ducker 2] 6 lo- 9- 8 
worſe|o/o:}Spaniſh Piſtol 4 8 [o-17- 4 
worſe[o|z |Flanders Albertus 3] 8 [0-13- 0 
worſe[o[o:}Double Sover. of Fland.|7| 34/1:1- 8- 6 
of worſe[o r;jltalian Piftol 4 6|o-16- 7 
= worſe|q|23|Gilder of Porthono 2] 3 |0- 6-10 
oat worſeſz[1;|Gilder of Mathias Emp.ſa| 3 [o- 75- 2 
de worſe|z|z2;|Gilder of Noremburgh |2| 3 [o- 7- x 
"= worſe|3|z |Half Cardinal Angel [1/29 [o- 6- 4 
art berter|1]34Cuckeene of Venice |2| 5 lo- 9- 57 
| ]A new Daniſh Coin) | 
;ree, Stand joſo | with a Crown on > 120 'o-15- 4 
the | | theoneſideofic \ || | 
Tin» 
tare R 2 The 
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The Allay and Value of theſe following Gold 


Coins are not come to hand, but are re- 
ferred to the ingenious Reader to add. 


Car.Gr. awt.Gr. 
1 | Flemiſh Angel [3] 6 
+ (Caſtillion 213 

. Cruſadoes with long Croſs {| 6 
Cruſadoes with -ſhort Croſs [|z| 6 


ruſadoes Portugal 2'x6| 
lemiſh or Flanders Crown |z| F 
KR. Philips Crown of Spain 2| F 
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French Crown | 2| F 
Ducket fingle of Spain 2| 6 
Ducket double of Spain —{[a|12 
Ducket ſingle of Rome WT, | 
Ducket double of Rome 413 } 
Ducket of Florence 2| 5 
Ducket of Valence 2| F 
Ducket of Aragon _ FÞ|6 | 
Ducket of Suevia 2] 7 
Ducket of Turkey 
Ducket of Hamburgh | 
Denning of-Muſcovy | 
New Floren Gild. of S.Andrew[2| 2 | 
Old Gilder of S. Andrew Þ | 3| | 
Carolous Gilder xj12 
Collen Gilder 2] 2 ; 
Horn Gilder 1112 | 
St. Davids Gilder 2 2 
Saxon Gilder 2] 2 
| | Philip Gilder 2| 3 
| | HalfPhilipGilder 13 | 
New 
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Car, Gr. awt.Gr. 


' { New Rider of Gilders 2] 6 
Golden Lion 2'16 
Firſt part of it 021 
Second part of it 1|19| 
Golden Gullen 2| 6' 
Golden Reniſh Gullen 2| 8 

| Mark of Bohemia | 
6 Marks of Suevia | 
Milreys | 420 
z+ Milreys 2 'To 
Flemiſh Noble 4'ro 
Single Piſtol 24% 
Double Piſtol 4 9 
Philip Real with Spread Eaglez' 6) 
Philip Real of Spain 310 
F lemiſh Real called the Key 
Shock of Bohemia 
Sultan of Turkey | 

| Zeclunes of Venice 'F-1 


Theſe 


Theſe Silver Foreign Coins were Aſſayed in the , 
Mint, and valued as Bullion, 1653. 


| 


Allay. Weight. Value, 

oxn.dwt. 0%n.dwt.gr.s, d. 
worſe] 0:10 |Holland Dollar ox $14 -4 
worſe | 2 3 Lyon Dollar *©* @) i718 3 - 43 
better, o| 4z|Puckatoon'of Fland.' | 1] 02215. 4 
worſe 0 74]Rixdoller of th'Empire| © 18/1 $14 -- 54 
Stand.|/o| o |Mexica Real <= I711214=43 
berrer|o| x evil Real | o[17 1214 -'43 
worle|o| x [Old Cardecue ol 63: |r- 61 
worſe|o| oz|French Lewis is 171] - 4} y 
worſe| o| 1:|Doub. Milrez of Port. | © 14 413 - 6: 
worſe| o| x Single Milrez of Port. | © 7| 2]t—9 

- worlſe|o| 14jSt. Mark of Venice ojLo| 4ſt- 6 

worſe] 4| 6 [Double Dutch Stiver | of x| clo—14 
worlſe| 0[12 [Croſs Dollar p 18] o[4- 24 
worſe|2| o [Zealand Dollar ©[r3] oſz—7- 
worſe| x| o [Old Philip Dollar | 2] oj —0 
worſe| 0[123]Ferdinando Doll.x623] o|1 8 64-3 
worſe] 0[10z/P.of Orange Dol. 1624] o[18| 64 34 
worlſe| o| 9:]Leopoldus Doll. 1624] 0[18| 24-3 
worſe| 0|1o [Rodulphus Doll. 1607] o[18 74-4 
worſe|o| 43]MaximilianDoll.1616| o[18 4-5 
worſe|o/13 Daniſh Dollar 1620 | o|13| 02-11; 
worſe o| 1 Portugal Teſtoon he 5 ot—2! 
worſ,o| otNew + of FrenchLewis| of 4' 91-1 F 


BY the Printers default, the numbering the 
Pages of the foregoing Treatiſe, from page 
218. tb the latter end, are omitted ; which (if 
they had been continued) would have been on 
this page the 'number 369. This is mentioned 
that the Reader may add all the numbers, and 
know if any Leaf be wanting: And if any Fi- 
gure or Figures in Reynolds his Tables, da not af 
diſcernible enough to be known; the Book- 
ſeller for whom this Treatiſe is Printed hath the 
Copy, by which you may mend what is amiſs, 


